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in 1816, the society for the Promotion of Theological Education in 
Harvard University was organized and Harvard Divinity School was born. Of 
his support for the project, President John Adams, the society’s first subscriber, 
wrote, “I never did anything with more satisfaction than by contributing a mite 
toward removing some of the shackles from the human mind.” 

in 2016–17, hds will mark 200 years of critical thinking and scholarship 
on religion. Please join us for this yearlong celebration. All are welcome. Bring 
your mind. Leave the shackles.
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