
litigating the climate emergency

As the climate emergency intensifies, rights-based climate cases – litigation that is
based on human rights law – are becoming an increasingly important tool for
securing more ambitious climate action. This book is the first to offer a systematic
analysis of the universe of these cases known as human rights and climate change
(HRCC) cases. By combining theory, empirical documentation, and strategic
debate among preeminent scholars and practitioners from around the world, the
book captures the roots, legal innovations, empirical richness, impact, and chal-
lenges of this dynamic field of sociolegal practice. It looks specifically at the
sociolegal origins and trajectory of HRCC cases, the legal innovations of this type
of litigation, and the strategies and impacts of these cases. In doing so, this book
equips litigators, researchers, practitioners, students, and concerned citizens with
an understanding of an important method of holding governments and corpor-
ations accountable for climate harms.

César Rodríguez-Garavito is a professor of clinical law and the chair of the Center
for Human Rights and Global Justice at NYU School of Law. He is the director of
the Earth Rights Advocacy Clinic and the Climate Litigation Accelerator at NYU
Law. He is the editor in chief of Open Global Rights and has published widely on
international human rights, climate change, environmental justice, socioeco-
nomic rights, and social movements. He has been an expert witness of the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights; an adjunct judge of the Constitutional Court
of Colombia; a member of the Science Panel for the Amazon; and a lead litigator
in climate change, socioeconomic rights, and Indigenous rights cases.
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Globalization and Human Rights

The series provides unique and multi-disciplinary perspectives on the
interface of the global economy and human rights. It offers space for
exploring the challenges of globalization, the role of human rights in
framing and shaping regulation and politics and, more critically, whether
human rights are a mere product or legitimation of globalization.

Series Editors
Malcolm Langford
César Rodríguez-Garavito

Forthcoming Books in the Series

Jeremy Perelman, The Rights-ification of Development: Global Poverty,
Human Rights, and Globalization in the Post-Washington Consensus

Published online by Cambridge University Press



Litigating the Climate Emergency

how human rights, courts, and legal
mobilization can bolster climate action

Edited by

CÉSAR RODRÍGUEZ-GARAVITO
New York University

Published online by Cambridge University Press



Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cb2 8ea, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009098779

doi: 10.1017/9781009106214

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009106214 under a Creative Commons
Open Access license CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 which permits re-use, distribution and reproduction in any
medium for non-commercial purposes providing appropriate credit to the original work is given. You
may not distribute derivative works without permission. To view a copy of this license, visit https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third parties.
Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained from these third-parties directly.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009106214

First published 2023

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

isbn 978-1-009-09877-9 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009098779
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009098779
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009098779
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009106214
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009106214
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009106214
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009106214
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009106214
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

