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What might we know if we knew
that the mind is an adaptation?
What could knowledge of history

or circumstances tell us about the
individuation of content or the
nature/réle of vision? What can
science—evolutionary theory in par-
ticular—tell us about the metaphys-
ics of mind?

This collection of new essays concerning the mind explores
the prospects for,and limits of, appealing to facts about
evolutionary history and current environment-organism
interaction in explaining the nature and workings of the men-
tal. Each paper addresses empirical data from evolutionary
theory, ethology, psychology, or neuroscience, though they
vary with regard to their optimism as to what such discover-
ies can tell us about particular issues in the philosophy of
mind.
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A traditional task of epistemology is to
establish and defend systematic standards
that must be met in order for us to have
knowledge or justified beliefs. A naturalized
epistemology tries to arrive at such standards through an
empirical investigation into how we interact with our fellows
and the world around us, what we seek in these activities,and
the particular ways in which we can and cannot succeed.This
approach is a radical departure from tradition because its
means of investigation is empirical.
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Nevertheless, since its inception three decades ago, this
style of epistemology has become a powerful trend in
contemporary theory of knowledge. This collection breaks
new ground in extending the insights and methodology of
naturalized epistemology to the subject of moral knowledge
and moral theory.

CONTENTS

1.Moral Naturalism and Normativity
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