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cover: Photograph by susan Meiselas. nicara-

gua, June 1978. youths practice throwing con-

tact bombs in the forest surrounding Monimbó. 

© susan Meiselas / Magnum Photos. about this 

photograph, diana Taylor writes:

Youthful Davids throughout the region fought 

to unseat a continent of authoritarian Goliaths 

backed by the U.S. military and economic forces. 

The photograph of three guerrilleros in simple 

wire mesh masks bending down to pick up stones 

transmits the unequivocal attitude and the asym-

metry of the power: stones against rifles, Molotov 

cocktails against tanks, the improvisational tactics 

of the disempowered against the strategies and 

territorial control of the armed forces. Meiselas’ 

photos not only captured the hope for freedom 

and cultural agency, they enacted it. Powerful, 

break-away social actors, they came into being, 

inserted themselves into the socio-political con-

text, and helped constitute a vision of a new, more 

humane, future. For those of us on the Left who 

grew up with these images in Latin America in the 

late 1970s, they served not simply as evidence of 

what had been but, as important, a promise of 

what could be. (“Past Performing Future: Susan 

Meiselas’s reframing history”; susan Meiselas in 

history [ed. Kristen Lubben; New York: Intl. Cen-

ter for Photography, 2008; print; 235])
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John Whittier Treat

1886 afterword: War Play 
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1896 forum 
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1897 Minutes of the MLa executive council
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