
BJHS, 1986,19,1

Editorial

The Journal has appeared in various shapes and sizes since the first issue came out in
1962, containing 96 pages and a single book review. The covers of the parts, as is usual
with journals, have steadily come to give more information; and the appointment of
Book Reviews Editors has meant that that part of each issue has enormously increased.
But throughout these years the Society has been its own publisher. The growth of the
Society, which we hope and intend to maintain, and the poverty of British universities,
have meant more humdrum work and interesting liaisons with printers for the Editor and
his Editorial Board; the appearance of the Journal has indeed been a kind of perpetual
miracle. The Journal has also steadily grown in size, from two issues of 96 pages to three
of 128 pages; and we hope to maintain this size, giving us space for reviews without
leading to an excessive backlog of research papers.

This is therefore the first issue under the new dispensation in which Blackwell
Scientific Publications will be our publisher, and we hope it marks a kind of quantum
jump. It should give the Editor more time, perhaps to think; the immediate result is a
change in the appearance of the Journal as we desert our Baskerville typeface for one
designed for photo composition. The control of the contents of the Journal rests with the
Society and its Editor; we hope the only change will be an increase in legibility.

The editor found himself invited to give a personal view of the state of History of
Science in Britain for a foreign journal; and from this year, in addition to our series on
Collections (which moves overseas in 1986 for the first time) there will begin a series of
occasional essays on the state of our discipline in other places: intended as personal views
rather than offical guides. We hope that as in the past all our contributors will show that
it is possible to combine readability with the highest standards of scholarship.
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CAMBRIDGE
Religion, Science and Worldview
Essays in Honor of Richard S. Westfall
Edited by MARGARET J. OSLER and PAUL LAWRENCE FARBER
This collection of original essays by his former graduate students and colleagues honors Richard
S. Westfall, a highly influential scholar in the history of the physical sciences and their relations
with religion. The book is divided into three parts that reflect Professor Westfall's scholarly
interests and activity: the life, work, and influence of Newton; science and religion; and
historiographical and social studies of science. 350 pp. 0 521 30452 0 £32.50 net

Now in paperback

The Shorter Science and Civilisation in
China: 2
An abridgement by COLIN A. RONAN of JOSEPH NEEDHAM'S original text

This volume examines the fascinating contribution of the Chinese to mathematics, physics,
astronomy and meteorology, geography, cartography, geology, seismology and mineralogy.
Colin Ronan has done a remarkable job of reduction, keeping most of the essential detail,
reproducing many of the illustrations. He has heroically preserved as much of the original style as
possible.' New Scientist

459 pp. 0 521 31536 0 Paperback £12.50 net

The Shorter Science and Civilisation in
China: 3
Nautical Science

COLIN RONAN
This volume opens with an examination of what is perhaps the greatest single contribution of
Chinese civilisation to nautical science, the magnetic compass. There then follow chapters on
navigation, nautical history, and voyages and discoveries, together with design and methods of
construction of Chinese snipping. A final chapter looks at nautical technology in war and peace.

c. 280 pp. 0 521 25272 5 Hard covers £30.00 net
Forthcoming (March 1986) 0521 315603 Paperback£12.50net

Nature's Economy
A History of Ecological Ideas

DONALD WORSTER
This wide-ranging investigation of ecology's past traces the origins of the concept, discusses the
thinkers who have shaped it, and shows how it in turn has shaped the modern perception of our
place in nature. Donald Worster focuses on the dramatic shifts in man's view of the living world
that have occurred since the eighteenth century, and on the individuals whose work expressed
and influenced society's point of view. 432 pp. 0 521 26792 7 Hard covers £22.50 net

052/ 31879 X Paperback £7.95 net
Studies in Environment and History

Now in paperback

Glimpsing an Invisible Universe
The Emergence of X-ray Astronomy

RICHARD HIRSH

Now in paperback, this book deals with the evolution of x-ray astronomy during the initial phases
of its development.
Hirsh's story makes fascinating reading... an intriguing book which provides a clear picture of the
way a branch of science can evolve..." Nature
186pp. 0521312329 Paperback £8.95 net
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