






Skip to main content


Accessibility help




We use cookies to distinguish you from other users and to provide you with a better experience on our websites. Close this message to accept cookies or find out how to manage your cookie settings.







[image: Close cookie message]











Login Alert













Cancel


Log in




×























×



















[image: alt]









	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 





[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home













 




















	
	
[image: Cambridge Core Home]
Home



	Log in
	Register
	Browse subjects
	Publications
	Open research
	Services
	About Cambridge Core
	

Cart





	

Cart


	
	


	
Institution login

	
	Register
	Log in
	
	

Cart













 



 

















Hostname: page-component-6b989bf9dc-mbg9n
Total loading time: 0
Render date: 2024-04-09T05:01:11.225Z
Has data issue: false
hasContentIssue false

  	Home 
	>Journals 
	>Irish Journal of Psychological Medicine 
	>Volume 38 Issue 4 
	>Response of tertiary addictions services to opioid...



 	English
	
Français






   [image: alt] Irish Journal of Psychological Medicine
  

  Article contents
 	Abstract
	References




  Response of tertiary addictions services to opioid dependence during the COVID-19 pandemic
      
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 
04 February 2021

    K. Hennigan   ,
N. Corrigan   ,
N. Killeen   ,
M. Scully    and
E. Keenan   
 
 
 [image: alt] 
 



Show author details
 

 
 
	K. Hennigan*
	Affiliation: Galway-Roscommon Mental Health Services, University Hospital Galway, Galway, Ireland




	N. Corrigan
	Affiliation: National Social Inclusion Office, Mill Lane, Palmerstown, Dublin 20, Ireland




	N. Killeen
	Affiliation: National Social Inclusion Office, Mill Lane, Palmerstown, Dublin 20, Ireland




	M. Scully
	Affiliation: HSE National Drug Treatment Centre, Pearse St, Dublin, Ireland




	E. Keenan
	Affiliation: HSE National Drug Treatment Centre, Pearse St, Dublin, Ireland




 	
*

	*Address for correspondence: Dr Kieran Hennigan, Senior Registrar in General Adult/Addictions Psychiatry, Galway-Roscommon Mental Health Services, University Hospital Galway, Galway, Ireland. (Email: Kieran.Hennigan@hse.ie)






 


    	Article

	Metrics




 Article contents    	Abstract
	References


 Get access  [image: alt] Share  

 [image: alt] 

 [image: alt] Cite  [image: alt]Rights & Permissions
 [Opens in a new window]
 

 
  Abstract
  The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic has presented the addiction services with an unprecedented set of challenges. Opioid users are particularly vulnerable because of their high level of pre-existing health problems and lifestyle factors. In order to minimise their risks to self and to others in the current Covid-19 crisis, addiction services sought to urgently identify vulnerable individuals, and induct them into opioid substitution treatment (OST) promptly. Additionally, several guidelines were created and regularly updated by the health and safety executive (HSE) for any healthcare staff working with opioid users. These include guidance documents, to facilitate prompt induction of patients onto the OST programme, the prescribing of naloxone to all patients at risk of overdose, eConsultation, medication management for those in self-isolation, and the delivery of injecting equipment. The guidance documents and resources will provide a template for a new way of working for the sector during these challenging times and into the future.
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