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Since its beginnings the Christian Church has had
an ambivalent relationship with the natural world:
on the one hand Christians responded positively to
the beauty of nature as the work of divine creation,
and on the other they also feared nature as a source
of danger. In both cases nature was seen as an
instrument of divine providence.

Further, the tension between faith and reason
has been a constant concern in Christian approaches
to nature, and theologians since Augustine have
sought to resolve this. In the wake of the Scientific
Revolution the challenges to religious explanations
of the world increased dramatically, notably with
the emergence of Darwin’s theory of evolution.
But although science has often put Christianity
on the defensive, it has also provoked theological
reflection, especially on human stewardship of
nature, as man’s impact on the environment has
become more apparent.

Christianity has long sought to learn from
nature as a ‘book’, full of examples to illustrate
religious teaching and signs of divine and saintly
interventions in human history. Some Christians
have even tried to live in harmony with nature in
utopian communities. This volume bears witness to
lively scholarly debate on these and other aspects
of its theme, and covers a wide chronological,
geographical and thematic range stretching from
missionary encounters with the New Worlds of
Australia and Latin America to popular and learned
responses towards nature in early modern Italy and

Hungary.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50424208400000401 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400000401

Studies in Church History

46

GOD’S BOUNTY?
THE CHURCHES AND THE NATURAL WORLD

https://doi.org/10.1017/50424208400000401 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400000401

GOD’S BOUNTY?

THE CHURCHES
AND THE NATURAL WORLD

PAPERS READ AT
THE 2008 SUMMER. MEETING AND
THE 2009 WINTER MEETING OF
THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY SOCIETY

EDITED BY
PETER CLARKE

and

TONY CLAYDON

PUBLISHED FOR
THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY SOCIETY
BY
THE BOYDELL PRESS
20I0

https://doi.org/10.1017/50424208400000401 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400000401

© Ecclesiastical History Society 2010

All Rights Reserved. Except as permitted under current legislation
no part of this work may be photocopied, stored in a retrieval system,
published, performed in public, adapted, broadcast,
transmitted, recorded or reproduced in any form or by any means,
without the prior permission of the copyright owner

First published 2010

A publication of the Ecclesiastical History Society
in association with The Boydell Press
an imprint of Boydell & Brewer Ltd
PO Box 9, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 3DF UK
and of Boydell & Brewer Inc.
668 Mt Hope Avenue, Rochester, NY 14620, USA
website: www.boydellandbrewer.com

ISBN 978-0-95468—096—1

ISSN 04242084

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available
from the British Library

Details of previous volumes are available from Boydell & Brewer Ltd
This book is printed on acid-free paper

Printed in Great Britain by
CPI Antony Rowe, Chippenham and Eastbourne

https://doi.org/10.1017/50424208400000401 Published online by Cambridge University Press


http://www.boydellandbrewer.com
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400000401

CONTENTS

Preface ix
List of Contributors X
List of Abbreviations plethl
Introduction xvii
Forming the Saeculum: The Desacralization of Nature and I

the Ability to Understand it in Augustine’s Literal
Commentary on Genesis
STANLEY P. ROSENBERG

Plenty, Portents and Plague: Ecclesiastical Readings of the IS
Natural World in Early Medieval Europe
SARAH FOOT

A Saint and the Natural World: A Motif of Obedience in 42
three early Anglo-Saxon Saints’ Lives
OLGA GUSAKOVA

‘Bless, O Lord, this fruit of the new trees’: Liturgy and 53
Nature in England in the Central Middle Ages
TAMSIN ROWE

God’s Bounty, Pauperes and the Crusades of 1096 and 1147 66
CONOR KOSTICK

Birds, Beasts and Becket: Falconry and Hawking in the Lives 78
and Miracles of St Thomas Becket
GESINE OPPITZ-TROTMAN

Cathars and the Material World 89
PETER BILLER

Subiaco — Innocent III’s Version of Elijah’s Cave 11
BRENDA BOLTON

Payback Time? Tithes and Tithing in Late Medieval England 124
R. N. SWANSON

https://doi.org/10.1017/50424208400000401 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400000401

CONTENTS

Devotion, Popular Belief and Sympathetic Magic among 134
Renaissance Italian Women: The Rose of Jericho as
Birthing Aid

SUZY KNIGHT

What did Natural History have to do with Salvation? 144
José de Acosta SJ (1540—1600) in the Americas
SIMON DITCHFIELD

Footprints and Faith: Religion and the Landscape in Early 169
Modern Britain and Ireland
ALEXANDRA WALSHAM

Nature, Music and the Reformation in England 184
JONATHAN WILLIS

The ‘wonders in the deep’ and the ‘mighty tempest of the 194
sea’: Nature, Providence and English Seafarers’ Piety,
c. 15801640

SARAH PARSONS

The Sea and Souls: Maritime Votive Practices in Counter- 205
Reformation Brittany, 1500-1750
ELIZABETH TINGLE

Devotional Landscapes: God, Saints and the Natural World 217
in Early Modern Ireland
RAYMOND GILLESPIE

Nature’s Scourges: The Natural World and Special Prayers, 237
Fasts and Thanksgivings, 1541-1866
ALASDAIR RAFFE

‘The miraculous mathematics of the world’: Proving the 248
Existence of God in Cardinal Péter Pazmany’s Kalauz
TADHG & HANNRACHAIN

‘God hath put such secretes in nature’: The Reformed Kirk, 260
Church-Building and the Religious Landscape in Early
Modern Scotland

ANDREW SPICER

vi

https://doi.org/10.1017/50424208400000401 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400000401

CONTENTS

Nature, History and the Search for Order: The Boyle
Lectures, 1730—1785
ROBERT G. INGRAM

Australian Anglican Clergymen, Science and Religion,
1820-1850
MICHAEL GLADWIN

The Mountain and the Flower: The Power and Potential of
Nature in the World of Victorian Evangelicalism
MARK SMITH

Frances Ridley Havergal’s Theology of Nature
ANDREW ATHERSTONE

Darwin’s Church
PAUL WHITE

William Paley, Samuel Wilberforce, Charles Darwin and
the Natural World: An Anglican Conversation
KEITH A. FRANCIS

Nature and Modernity: J. C. Atkinson and Rural Ministry
in England, c. 1850—1900 (Presidential Address)
WILLIAM SHEILS

Heavens on Earth: Christian Utopias in Nineteenth- and
Twentieth-Century America
CHRISTOPHER CLARK

Methodism, Science and the Natural World: Some Tensions
in the Thought of Herbert Butterfield
MICHAEL BENTLEY

Which Nature? Whose Justice? Shifting Meanings of Nature
in Recent Ecotheology
PETER MANLEY SCOTT

vii

https://doi.org/10.1017/50424208400000401 Published online by Cambridge University Press

293

307

319

333

353

366

396

419

431


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400000401



