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ity, and use of selective decontamination of the
digestive tract.

DNA typing of sequential surveillance culture
isolates from single patients hospitalized in our ICU
suggested that direct contamination of the BP tract
was a more frequent route of colonization than
ascending endogenous enteric flora via the stomach
and oropharynx. In our study, there were no changes
between the two periods concerning personnel car-
ing for the patients or processing or manipulating the
ventilator support equipment or in policies regarding
mechanical ventilation equipment use, re-use, dispos-
al, or disinfection. Mechanical ventilation equipment
setups were identical in the old and in the remodeled
unit. Although we have no data on environmental
microbiological characteristics (water supply or
other potential common sources) and conducted no
observations of handwashing practice, we hypothe-
size that improved compliance to handwashing, due
to the convenient design of rooms and the availabili-
ty of sinks, may have been responsible for the lower
rate of cross-transmission.

Conversion from open rooms to isolation rooms
may help to control nosocomial BP-tract acquisition
of A baumanii in mechanically ventilated patients
hospitalized in an SICU.
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