)
Check for

Updates

The Classical Quarterly (2025) 1-1 1

SHORTER NOTES

ARISTOPHANES, BIRDS 7868

ABSTRACT
A conjecture in Birds 786-8.
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oy’ Dudv 1oV Beatdv €l Tig Av YndmTEPOC,
£1T0L TEWVAV TO1G YOPOToL TRV TPOY®d®V Ty OeTo,
EKTTOUEVOG v 0VTOG Npiotnoey €MV OiKadE . . .

‘For instance, if one of you spectators was winged, then, being hungry, was bored with
the tragic choruses, he could have flown off, gone home and had lunch.” The sequence
‘was winged ... then was bored’ is surprising. Being winged is not an event anterior to
being bored but a condition which enables the action which follows. I should expect here
the common idiom in which eito. (continuative or adversative, sometimes #netto or
k&toL or kmerta) is preceded not by a finite verb but by a participle (circumstantial or
temporal): €l 11 dv VndnTeEpOC | €ltat, “if, being winged, he had then ... . Cf. Vesp.
1071-2 &l tig Dudv, ® Bsartod, T &unv i8mv dpvoty | elta Bowudlet. Precisely the same
corruption is found at Vesp. 49 &vBpamog dv (RV: fv j Greg. Cor.) eit’ &yévet’ £Eaidvng
k6pa&. Other Aristophanic examples with dv are Ach. 498-9 i TtwyOg Qv €net’ v
Abnvaiolg Aéyewv | uéiro, Eq. 391-2 AL Sumg 00t0G T0100T0G MV Gmovta: tov Biov |
kot dvip #dokev eivon, Ran. 203-5 kdrto nidg duviicopon | dmepog, ABUALTTOTOS,
doodopiviog | v eit’ éladvelv;, 367 fi 1oUg wicBoVG TV TOMTAOV PriTep BV T
dmotpayet. For further illustration see LSJ s.v. it 1.2, énetto 1.3, Olson on Ach. 234,
Biles and Olson on Vesp. 49 and Eq. 280-1, and C. Collard, Colloquial Expressions in
Greek Tragedy (Stuttgart, 2018), 105-6.
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