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AN automobile accident on September 26, 
1969, took the life of Dr. Stephan F. de Bor-

hegyi, Director of the Milwaukee Public Mu
seum and one of this country's most able and 
productive archaeologists. Steve Borhegyi was 
born in Hungary on October 17, 1921. He re
ceived his early education at the St. Joseph of 
Calasanz Preparatory School in Debrecen, Hun
gary, where he lived on the baronial estate of his 
grandfather. On the death of his grandfather, 
and a male heir, he inherited the title of Baron. 
After graduation from high school in 1938, he 
entered Peter Pazmany University in Budapest. 
His education was interrupted by the Second 
World War, in which he served on the Eastern 
Front as a Lieutenant in the Royal Mounted 
Artillery. Near the end of the war he left the 
Army and joined the underground as a protest 
to the Nazi party in Hungary and the persecu
tion of the Jews. 

When the Germans had been driven from 
Hungary, Steve returned to Peter Pazmany Uni
versity and received a Ph.D. (summa cum 
laude) in 1946. He then became Assistant Cura
tor of Classical Archaeology at the Hungarian 
National Museum, an appointment which set 
the direction he was to follow throughout his 
professional career. 

Steve came to the United States in the spring 
of 1948 on a Viking Fund fellowship to study 
Central and South American ethnological col
lections. He was one of several talented East 
European scholars brought to this country dur
ing this period by the late Paul Fejos, then 
Director of the Viking Fund, which is now 
known as the Wenner-Gren Foundation. The 
fellowship also enabled Steve to attend the ar
chaeological field school at Point of Pines, Ari
zona, during the summer of 1948 and, subse
quently, during the following year to continue 
his work at the University of Arizona. It was 
here that he met Suzanne Sims, an anthropology 
graduate student at Tucson. They were married 
in Guatemala City in July, 1949, and in the years 
following eventually had four children: Ilona, 
Stephan, Carl, and Christopher. 

It was also during these years that many of us 
who regard ourselves as among Steve's closest 
friends first came to know him. It was a difficult 
time for Steve. He had left behind his family 

and friends and those titles, lands, and perqui
sites which under different circumstances he 
could reasonably have expected to be his for life. 
His student associates, many of whom were just 
back from fighting against his side in the war, 
viewed him with suspicion and hostility, not 
only because he had been an "enemy" but also 
because he was European. Some of them mocked 
his dress and manners, and he was the butt of 
many jokes, including the planting of a distinc
tive female statue in his part of the excavations 
at Point of Pines. This got a bit out of hand, 
much to the discomfort and embarrassment of 
all concerned, but it remains one of the classic 
archaeological pranks, and the story is frequently 
retold even today. It is the measure of the man 
that those who perpetrated this hoax became his 
closest friends and admirers. We admired Steve, 
not because he changed, but because those who 
came to know him well realized that he was a 
man of real intellect and originality, with gen
uine charm and a warm personality. 

Following his stay in Tucson, and through 
the good offices of Dr. A. V. Kidder, Steve fin
ished his first year's fellowship in Guatemala 
working with staff members of the Carnegie In
stitution of Washington, Division of Historical 
Research. The Wenner-Gren Foundation and a 
fellowship from the Bollingen Foundation made 
it possible for him to remain in Guatemala for 
an additional two years to organize the anthro
pology collection in the National Museum. 
When this task was completed, the government 
of Guatemala awarded him a Diploma of Merit 
in recognition of his outstanding services at the 
National Museum. 

Steve returned to the United States in 1951 
and attended Yale University as a postdoctoral 
fellow. He also worked with the Human Rela
tions Area Files and was sent to Santa Fe where 
Bruce Inverarity was developing a visual file of 
ethnographic materials in a program jointly 
sponsored by Yale and the Museum of Inter
national Folk Art. 

When the visual files project was finished in 
1952, Steve received a two-year Bollingen Foun
dation grant to make a comparative study of 
religious phenomena in northern New Mexico 
and the Guatemalan Highlands. He and his 
family spent part of this period in Guatemala, 
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but most of the time they lived at Santa Fe and 
Chimayo, New Mexico. He came to love the 
country and its people, and they responded. 

In July, 1954, he was appointed Director of 
the Stovall Museum at the University of Okla
homa, a post which he held until 1958 when he 
became Director of the Milwaukee Public Mu
seum. The Oklahoma position was crucial in 
Steve's later career, for it provided his first major 
opportunity to demonstrate the flair and origi
nality which are so characteristic of his work. 
He transformed what had been a rather stodgy 
repository of antiquities, fossils, and other odds 
and ends into an institution whose vitality at
tracted a broad spectrum of interest and sup
port throughout the state and the University. 

It was Steve's belief that the proper role of 
a university museum was to serve the university 
community, and this could best be achieved if 
this community became involved in the pro
grams of the museum and vice-versa. To achieve 
this, he sought ways where the Museum could 
take an active part in the intellectual and social 
life of the school. Many of these activities were 
not the things traditionally done by museums, 
and on occasion they displeased some of his 
more conservative colleagues, but they were suc

cessful, for they brought both the students and 
the faculty into the Museum in ever increasing 
numbers. Part of his success may have been due 
to the fact that Steve also took a personal in
terest in campus activities. He was a good athlete 
and a skillful fencer, having been a champion 
during his army days. He organized a fencing 
club at Oklahoma and became the fencing coach 
for the University. 

Steve moved to Milwaukee at a most favorable 
moment. The City had just approved a $6 mil
lion bond issue to construct a new museum, and 
Steve arrived in time to participate in the final 
stages of designing the new structure and to 
direct the planning of the exhibits. Almost from 
the moment he arrived in Milwaukee, he ob
tained the enthusiastic participation of the su
perb staff of the Museum and the generous sup
port of the community. The results were truly 
spectacular. Numerous innovations in museum 
and display techniques were introduced or re
fined, and, by general concensus, the now almost 
complete displays of the new Milwaukee Public 
Museum are among the finest and most success
ful in the world. 

These new exhibits also reflect Steve's convic
tion that the museum should take an active 
interest in the pressing problems of life in the 
modern world. It was his view that museum 
exhibits should be less artifact-oriented and more 
concerned with concepts. Furthermore, mu
seums have a basic responsibility in mass educa
tion in such present day problems as racism, war, 
and social change. 

Steve also taught courses in anthropology and 
museum techniques at the University of Wis
consin in Milwaukee. Students' were attracted 
to him because of his unusual breadth of in
terests, his humor, and his genuine concern for 
their problems. 

Throughout his career Steve was a prolific 
writer, as is evidenced by the accompanying 
bibliography. His contributions fall into three 
major categories. As befitting someone so com
mitted to the museum field, there are more 
than 50 papers dealing with museums and their 
operation. These include such subjects as ad
ministrative problems, visitor evaluation, ex
hibit techniques, the design of storage facilities, 
program development, and, in fact, almost every 
aspect of museum activity. 

Most of his professional papers, however, re
flect Steve's long interest in the archaeology and 
ethnology of Mesoamerica and the American 
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Southwest. Many of these are concerned with 
functional interpretations rather than simple de
scription or chronological evaluation. There is 
another series of papers, mostly published while 
he was at the Hungarian National Museum, 
which deal with Classical Archaeology and 
Hungarian folk culture. 

For all of his publications, however, Steve 
never wrote a "monumental contribution," nor 
is it likely that he ever would have done so. His 
interests were too diverse for him to spend sev
eral years in effort on one project or topic. He 
was also too generous with his time and energy 
on the projects of his friends. He was an active 
member of more than 40 professional societies 
and organizations, and at various times he served 
as a member of the managing boards, as execu
tive officer, or as editor for at least 10 of them, 
including the American Association of Museums 
(Member of the Board), Mountain Plains Mu
seum Association (President and Editor), Fort 
Burgwin Research Center (Board of Trustees), 
International Committee on Ethnographical 
Museums (American delegate), Society for 
American Archaeology (Executive Board Mem
ber), Oklahoma Anthropological Society (Edi
tor). Society for Underwater Archaeology (Ex
ecutive Board Member), Wisconsin Archaeo
logical Survev (President), and Texas Tech Uni
versity (Advisor to the President). It is a tragedy 
that such an outstanding career should be inter-
runted in midstride. 

Steve's generosity with his time continued to 
the very end. He spent the summer of 1969 
at the Fort Burgwin Research Center near Taos, 
New Mexico, and while there he contributed 
his remarkable talents to the design and installa
tion of an exhibit gallery depicting this area and 
its people. Not only did Steve give freely of his 
time to do these exhibits, but his enthusiasm also 
captured the interest of the students working at 
the Center, and many of them volunteered their 
services iust for the pleasure and opportunity 
to work with him. It is fitting that his last major 
proiect was undertaken in the area he loved 
among the people with whom he felt the closest 
affinity. 
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pp. 8-10. Norman . 

Summer Excavations in Guatemala. Archaeology, Vol. 9, 
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sen, and Robert Ritzenthaler). Antropologia e His-
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Chronological Bibliography of Museum Visitor Surveys. 

Museum News, Vol. 42, No. 6, pp. 39-41. Wash
ington. 

El Museo como Centro Cultural de la Comunidad. 5th 
Regional Seminar of UNESCO, p. 53. New York. 

The Museum as a Cultural Center in the Development of 
the Community. 5th Regional Seminar of UNESCO, 
p. 50. New York. 

The Milwaukee Public Museum: Display of Collection 
(with Lee A. Parsons). Museum, Vol. 17, No. 1, 
pp. 18-25 (English), pp. 25-32 (French). New York. 

Museum Sales Desks — Tourist Traps and/or Educational 
Tools. Midwest Museums Conference Quarterly, 
Vol. 24, No. 4, pp. 4-8. Grand Rapids. 

Some Thoughts on Anthropological Exhibits in the United 
States. Curator, Vol. 7, No. 2, pp. 121-7. New York. 

Frozen in Clay. Lore, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 80-7. Mil
waukee. 

Pre-Columbian Cultural Similarities and Differences be
tween the Highland Guatemalan and Tropical Rain
forest Mayas. 35th International Congress of Ameri
canists, pp. 215-24. Mexico City. 

Pre-Columbian Ball Game Handstones: Rejoinder to 
Clune. American Antiquity, Vol. 30, No. 1, pp. 84-6. 
Salt Lake City. 

Figurines Tell a Tale. Lore, Vol. 14, No. 4, pp. 110-16. 
Milwaukee. 

Enduring Villages of Western Mexico. Expedition, Vol. 6, 
No. 4, pp. 28-33. Philadelphia. 

Az Essoistennek szant ajandekok a Chapala-toban. Elet 
es Tudomany, Vol. 19, No. 37, p. 1769. Budapest. 

Pares de vasijas gemelas policromadas con figuras pin-
tadas, del area Maya (with Lee A. Parsons). Antro
pologia e Historia de Guatemala, Vol. 16, No. 1, 
pp. 13-22. Guatemala City. 

Ofrendas al Dios de la Lluvia. Antropologia e Historia 
de Guatemala, Vol. 16, No. 2, pp. 38-48. Guatemala 
City. 

The Art of the Ancient Maya. Lore, Vol. 15, No. 1, pp. 
18-28. Milwaukee. 

Conference on Underwater Archaeology, 1963. American 
Antiquity, Vol. 29, No. 3, pp. 401-03. Salt Lake City. 

1965 
Curatorial Neglect of Collections. Museum News, Vol. 

43, No. 5, pp. 34-40. Washington. 
Testing of Audience Reaction to Museum Exhibits. Cura

tor, Vol. 8, No. 1, pp. 86-93. New York. 
Test Your Knowledge. MtdWst Museums Conference 

Quarterly, Vol. 25, No. 4, pp. 10-11. Grand Rapids. 

Mobility. Midwest Museums Conference Quarterly, Vol. 
26, No. 1, pp. 12-13 . Grand Rapids. 

Concerning Girard's reply to de Borhegyi's review of Los 
Mayas Eternos. American Antiquity, Vol. 30, No. 4, 
pp. 498-9. Salt Lake City. 

Bilbao Site, Santa Lucia Cotzumalhuapa, Guatemala (with 
Lee A. Parsons). Katunob, Vol. 15, No. 1, p. 25. 
Greeley. 

Some Unusual Mesoamerican Portable Stone Sculpture 
in the Museum fur Volkerhuno, Berlin. Baessler-
Archiv, Band 13, pp. 171-206. Berlin. 

The First Printers of the New World. Lore, Vol. 16, No. 1, 
pp. 5-9. Milwaukee. 

Archaeological Synthesis of the Guatemalan Highlands. 
The Handbook of Middle American Indians, Vol. 2, 
pp. 3-58. Austin. 

Settlement Patterns of the Guatemalan Highlands. The 
Handbook of Middle American Indians, Vol. 2, pp. 
59-75. Austin. 

1966 
Pre-Columbian archaeological material in museums and 

private collections of southern Europe. American 
Philosophical Association Yearbook, pp. 480-4. Phil
adelphia. 

America's Oldest Dolls. Lore, Vol. 16, No. 2, pp. 87-91. 
Milwaukee. 

A Miniature Ceremonial Ballgame Yoke from Mexico. 
American. Antiquity, Vol. 31, No. 5, Pt. 1, pp. 742-4. 
Salt Lake City. 

The Development of Folk and Complex Cultures in the 
Southern Maya Area. Ancient Mesoamerica: Se
lected Readings, pp. 148-61. Palo Alto. 

The Wind God's Breastplate. Expedition, Vol. 8, No. 4, 
pp. 13-15. Philadelphia. 

Shell Offerings and the Use of Shell Motifs at Lake 
Amatitlan, Guatemala, and Teotihuacan, Mexico. 
Actas y Memorias del XXXVI Congreso Internacional 
de Americanistas, pp. 355-71. Sevilla. 

1967 
Museums. Collier's Encyclopedia, Vol. 16, pp. 719-35 

(with Irene A. Hanson). New York. 
Report: Symposium on Urgent Ethnology and Coordi

nated Development of Museums and Scientific Re
search. (ICOM International Council Meeting), 34 
pp. Baghdad. 

I.C.O.M. Baghdad Conference: the International Con
ference of Museums. Museum News, Vol. 46, No. 4, 
pp. 28-31. Washington. 

Observation on Museums of West Germany. Museologist, 
No. 105, pp. 4-10. Rochester. 

Eastern Chiapas (Chincultic Report). American Antiq
uity, Vol. 32, No. 1, p. 137. Salt Lake City. 

Underwater Archaeology in Guatemala. Conquistadors 
without Swords: Archaeologists in the Americas 
(Edited by Leo Deuel), pp. 371-80. New York. 

Children of the Wind God. Pacific Discovery, Vol. 20, 
No. 5, pp. 24-7. San Francisco. 

Miniature "Thin Stone Heads" and Other Pre-Columbian 
Objects from Mesoamerica. American Antiquity, 
Vol. 32, No. 4, pp. 543-6. Salt Lake City. 

Un Hacha Tallada poco Frecuente Procedente de Kam-
inaljuyu. Antropologia e Historia de Guatemala, Vol. 
19, No. 2, pp. 15-19. Guatemala City. 

1968 
The Museum Visitor: Selected Essays and Surveys of 

Visitor Reaction to Exhibits in the Milwaukee Public 
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Museum. Museology, No. 3 (Edited with Irene Han
son). Milwaukee. 

International Symposium on Urgent Ethnology and Coor
dinated Development of Museums and Scientific Re
search. Current Anthropology, Vol. 9, Nos. 2-3, pp. 
227-8. Utrecht. 

Comment (re: "Anthropological Research, Action, and 
Education in Modern Nations," by Marcus S. Gold
stein). Current Anthropology, Vol. 9, No. 4, p. 255. 
Utrecht. 

Changes in American Association of Museums Member
ship. Museum News, Vol. 47, No. 1, pp. 13-14. 
Washington. 

Concept-Oriented Museum Exhibits. Display World, Vol. 
93, No. 6, pp. 42-8. Cincinnati. 

Piedras Semiesfericas con Asas para el Juego de Pelota y 
"Manoplas" en Mesoamerica: Una Possible Alterna
tive para su Funcion. Estudios Cultura Maya, Vol. 6, 
pp. 215-19. Mexico City. 

Una Fecha de C-14 para la Influencia Teotihuacana en 
Guatemala. Estudios de Cultura Maya, Vol. 6, pp. 
221-4. Mexico City. 

Hoops, Yokes, and Rubber Balls. Pacific Discovery, Vol. 
21, No. 3, pp. 10-15. San Francisco. 

Chinkultic in Chiapas, Mexico. Archaeology, Vol. 21, 
No. 3, p. 212. New York. 

Rolling Wheels. Lore, Vol. 18, No. 4, pp. 110-16. Mil
waukee. 

Archaeological Reconnaissance of Chinkultic, Chiapas, 
Mexico. Middle American Research Institute Publi
cation, No. 26. New Orleans. 

The Wind God's Breastplate. Lore, Vol. 19, No. 1, pp. 
24-6. Milwaukee. 

Potters of Guatemala. Pacific Discovery, Vol. 21, No. 6, 
pp. 24-30. San Francisco. 

1969 

Most Museums Pay Little Attention to Evaluating Traffic 
Patterns. Display World, Vol. 94, No. 3, pp. 31, 62. 
Cincinnati. 

A New Role for Anthropology in the Natural History 
Museum. Current Anthropology, Vol. 10, No. 4, 
pp. 368-70. Glasgow. 

The Horse Gods of Peten Itza. Pacific Discovery, Vol. 22, 
No. 4, pp. 27-32. San Francisco. 

Progress Report on the Preliminary Explorations of the 
Agua Azul Cenote, Chinkultic, Chiapas, Mexico, by 
the Milwaukee Public Museum. Katunob, Vol. 6, 
No. 4, pp. 20-2. Greeley. 

Miniature and Small Stone Artifacts from Mesoamerica. 
Baessler-Archiv, Bd. 17, pp. 245-64. Berlin. 

Stone, Bone, and Shell Objects from Lake Amatitlan, 
Guatemala. Baessler-Archiv, Bd. 17, pp. 265-302. 
Berlin. 

Letter. Current Anthropology, Vol. 10, No. 4, p. 393. 
Glasgow. 
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