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Purpose in a World of Chance

A Biologist's View
W. H. Thorpe

Are we living in chaos ? Or is there some point to the world and in
our lives ? Professor Thorpe claims that scientists, especially
physicists and cosmologists, increasingly assume order and design
in the universe, and he seeks to illustrate this in biology also,
countering the theories of Jacques Monod. £3.95

The Way of Discovery

An Introduction to the Thought of Michael Polanyi
Richard Gelwick

in this introduction to the thought of the late Michael Polanyi,
described as ‘one of the greatest scientist-philosophers of our
century’, Professor Gelwick shows the religious, ethical, and social
dimensions of his basic epistemology. Discovery is the organizing
principle of Polanyi’s world view and it is in this creative act that
he found the contact with the divine. £9.80

The Poet and the Mystic

A Study of the Cantico espiritual of San Juan de la Cruz
Colin P. Thompson

St John of the Cross (1542-91) is one of the greatest lyrical poets
and one of the most influential spiritual teachers Spain has ever
produced. His most important poem was the Cantico espiritual,

a large part of which was written after he was arrested in 1577 by
unreformed members of his Order and placed in solitary confine-
ment. This study of the poem is the most serious attempt so far
made to analyse it critically and in depth, and also contributes to
the history of Carmelite mysticism. £8.50 Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs

Lanfranc of Bec

Margaret Gibson

This is an original and penetrating study of an outstanding figure
of medieval life. Lanfranc's life (1005-89) fell into three main
periods : first, as a teacher in northern Italy and France; then as

a monk in Normandy ; and finally as archbishop and statesman in
Normandy. The book gives a new insight into Lanfranc as a
scholar and pioneer commentator on the Pauline Epistles. £9.50
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There are not so many journals promoting a study of
religion that one more is too many. The discipline is too
recent of arrival in our academies for that, This is es-
pecially so in Australia where the discipline is just
beginning. Hence, an initial need for a forum for scholars
in Religion, as distinct, say, from Theology or Philosophy,
here in Australia, is plain to see - the need any aca-
demic community with definable boundaries of interest,
even perhaps, of geography, has for a venue through
which creative exchange may happen in print. No such
forum or venue exists in Australia, and this Journal hopes
in some measure to provide one.

Naturally, contributions from places other than this
one will be encouraged, indeed, sought. There could be no
other way to promote a more wide understanding of
Religion in Australia, than this. The Journal, in other
words, though meant in part to be the product of a need
felt among Australian “religionists’’, must, by dint of
that very fact, take its place besides other International
Journals in the field.

The title is indicative of a certain stress — the desire of
the editors to provide a venue for a wider understanding of
Religious knowledge, of, that is, the “ truth” or “ wisdom”
Religions seek to convey. Many Journals pride them-
selves on their standard of scholarly excellence, and often,
it would appear, on that alone. Our hope is, whilst
sacrificing nothing of substance in scholarship, nonetheless
to produce, indeed, promote something more — writings
which, in being read, effectively stimulate insight. We
express this hope to indicate our earnest policy of pro-
ducing something that matters, and not yet another place
for scholarly self-indulgence. We are concerned, in other
words, not merely with knowledge of religion, but as much
with religious knowledge.

The first few issues will be indicative of the approach
of the Journal and will include papers by:
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

1. Contributions and books for review should be sent to the Editor, Professor
H. D. Lewis, King’s College, Strand, London, wc2r 2rs. Books published in
America should be sent to Professor J. E. Smith, Department of Philosophy,
Yale University, New Haven.

2. Articles submitted to the journal should in general be between 5,000 and
10,000 words long, though articles outside these limits will be acceptable if
there is some good reason for their exceptional length or brevity. Articles in
two or more parts may occasionally be accepted provided each part is inde-
pendently intelligible. They should normally be in English.

3. Submission of an article is taken to imply that it has not previously been
published, or is not being considered for publication elsewhere.

4. Contributions should be clearly typed in double spacing, preferably on Ay
paper, with a wide left-hand margin. The typescript should be prepared to
accord as closely as possible with the typographical conventions of the journal.

5. Footnotes should be used sparingly: in general, to give sources of direct
quotations, references to main authorities on disputable questions, and evi-
dence relied on for a new or unusual conclusion. They should be numbered in
one sequence throughout the article, and should preferably by typed in
double spacing at the end of the article.

6. Contributors should keep one copy of the typescript for correcting proofs.

7. First proofs may be read and corrected by contributors provided that they can
give the Editor an address through which they can be reached without delay
and can guarantee to return the corrected proofs to the Editor, by airmail
where necessary, within ten days of receiving them.

8. Correction should be kept to an absolute minimum. It should be confined to
errors of the typist or printer unless the Editor authorises otherwise.

9. All contributors of articles receive 50 free offprints. Reviewers will receive five
or more offprints of their reviews.

10. If rejected manuscripts are to be returned, stamps or international coupons
should be sent to cover postage, but it would normally be simpler just to retain
a copy.

11. Contributors of accepted articles will be asked to assign their copyrights, on

certain conditions, to Cambridge University Press, to help protect their
material, particularly in the USA.
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