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This book is edited by two professors of neurosurg e r y, a
professor of neurology and an assistant professor of radiology, all at
the University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Yugoslavia.

It consists of two principal sections: the first is on magnetic
resonance in the diagnosis of the brain and craniocervical junction.
The second is on magnetic resonance in the diagnosis of the
pathology of the soft tissues inside the spinal canal. Each section
consists of multiple sub-sections. In the brain section, there are
sections on general principles of MR, malformations,
cerebrovascular diseases of the brain, trauma, intracranial infection,
degenerative diseases of the brain, brain tumors, posterior fossa
tumors, tumors of the craniocervical junction, extracranial tumors
with intracranial propagation, tumors of the hypophysis, temporal
lobe epilepsy, MR angiography of the endocranium and neck, MR
controls following therapy and MR in children. The spine section
consists of general principles, malformations, vascular diseases of
the medulla spinalis, spinal trauma, inflammatory diseases,
demyelination diseases, tumors, degenerative diseases of the spine,
MR angiography of the spine, and postoperative changes and
controls.

In addition to the editors, contributors include Ljiljana Djorjiic,
Branislav Nestorovic, Ivan Piscevic, Miodrag Rakic, and Lukas
Rasulic, all from the University of Belgrade.

The editors state that the intent of their book was a review of the
MRI and clinical characteristics of different neurological and
neurosurgical conditions from their clinical practice, and to illustrate
the importance of MRI in diseases of the brain and spinal cord.

I found this book difficult to read, due most likely to the fact that
the authors and editors are not English speakers, or writers. In the
general section, several facts are noted that are not mentioned in
general MRI e.g. the scanning of patients with metallic IUDs
needing post-scanning gynecological evaluation to prevent
unwanted contraception (presumably to movement of the IUD),
patients with metal fillings sensing metallic tastes in the mouth
during or after the MR examination, and scintillation seen by the
patient due to the effect of the field on the vitreous. 

This reviewer was struck by the absence of recent references in
all of the sections – the most recent reference was 1998. Most of the
references were in the 1983 – 1988 range. This is especially
important given recent developments in fields such as multiple
sclerosis, and stroke.

Many parts of current MRI are ignored or substantially
underrepresented e.g. MR angiography, especially contrast-
enhanced MR angiography, MR spectroscopy, diffusion and
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