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    Abstract
 


 The discovery of a tenth-century AD high-status burial at Prague Castle in 1928 led to multiple identifications in the context of two world wars and the Cold War. Recognised variously as both a Viking and Slavonic warrior according to Nazi and Soviet ideologies, interpretation of the interred individual and associated material culture were also entangled with the story of the burial's excavator, the remains and commemorative monuments of two Czech Unknown Soldiers and the creation of the Czechoslovak state. This epic narrative reflects the circumstances of Czechoslovakia and Central Europe across the twentieth century.


 

 
  Keywords
 PragueSlavicVikingNaziideologyidentity
 

  
	
Type

	Research


 	
Information

	Antiquity
  
,
Volume 93
  
,
Issue 370
  , August 2019  , pp. 1009 - 1025 
 DOI: https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2019.107
 [Opens in a new window]
 
  


   	
Copyright

	
Copyright © Antiquity Publications Ltd, 2019 




 Access options
 Get access to the full version of this content by using one of the access options below. (Log in options will check for institutional or personal access. Content may require purchase if you do not have access.)  


    
 References
  
 

 Anděl, M. 1999: 100 let od narození prof. MUDR. Jiřího Malého (6.11.1899–7.7.1950). Vesmír 78: 617.Google Scholar


 
 

 Androshchuk, F. 2014. Viking swords. Swords and social aspects of weaponry in Viking Age societies. Stockholm: Swedish History Museum.Google Scholar


 
 

 Arnold, B. 1990. The past as propaganda: totalitarian archaeology in Nazi Germany. Antiquity 54: 464–78. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003598X00078376Google Scholar


 
 

 Bender, B. & Winer, M. (ed.). 2001. Contested landscapes: movement, exile and place. Oxford: Berg.Google Scholar


 
 

 Borkovský, I. 1940. Staroslovanská keramika ve střední Evropě. Studie k počátkům slovanské kultury. Prague: Česká Matice.Google Scholar


 
 

 Borkovský, I. 1941. Das Wikingergrab auf der Prager Burg. Altböhmen und Altmähren 1: 171–82.Google Scholar


 
 

 Borkovský, I. 1946. Hrob bojovníka z doby knížecí na Pražském hradě. Památky Archeologické 42: 122–31, 212 & 231.Google Scholar


 
 

 Borkovský, I. 1972. Prager Burg zur Zeit der Přemyslidenfürsten. Prague: Academia.Google Scholar


 
 

 Díaz-Andreu, M. & Champion, T.. 1996. Nationalism and archaeology in Europe: an introduction, in Díaz-Andreu, M. & Champion, T. (ed.) Nationalism and archaeology in Europe: 1–23. London: UCL Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Domanska, E. 2006. The material presence of the past. History and Theory 45: 337–48. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2303.2006.00369.xGoogle Scholar


 
 

 Eisenschmidt, S. 2004. Grabfunde des 8. bis 11. Jahrhunderts zwischen Kongeå und Eider. Zur Bestattungssitte der Wikingerzeit im südlichen Altdänemark. Volume 1. Neumünster: Wachholtz.Google Scholar


 
 

 Frolík, J. 2014. Pohřebiště v Lumbeho zahradě Pražského hradu. Analýza, chronologie, význam [Cemetery in the Lumbe Garden of the Prague Castle. Analysis, chronology, significance], in Frolík, J. (ed.) Pohřebiště v Lumbeho zahradě na Pražském hradě. Díl II. Studie: 5–115. Prague: Archeologický ústav AV ČR.Google Scholar


 
 

 Gossler, N. 2014. Wikingerzeitliche Waffen- und Reitzubehörfunde aus dem Berliner Bestand der Prussia-Sammlung (ehemals Königsberg/Ostpreussen) und ihre Beziehung zu Skandinavien. Acta Praehistorica et Archaeologica 46: 1–26.Google Scholar


 
 

 Guth, K. 1929a. Pražský hrad v době sv. Václava. Lidové noviny 28 September 1929.Google Scholar


 
 

 Guth, K. 1929b. Počátky Prahy, in Odložilík, O., Prokeš, J. & Urbánek, R. (ed.) Českou minulostí. Sborník k šedesátinám prof. Václava Novotného: 50–64. Praha: J. Laichter.Google Scholar


 
 

 Guth, K. 1934. Praha, Budeč a Boleslav. Svatováclavský sborník 1: 686–818.Google Scholar


 
 

 Hare, J.L. 2014. Nazi archaeology abroad: German prehistorians and the international dynamics of collaboration. Patterns of Prejudice 48: 1–24. https://doi.org/10.1080/0031322X.2013.875249Google Scholar


 
 

 Kaupová, S., Velemínský, P., Stranská, P., Bravermanová, M., Frolíková, D., Tomková, K. & Frolík, J.. 2018. Dukes, elites, and commoners: dietary reconstruction of the early medieval population of Bohemia (9th–11th century AD, Czech Republic). Archaeological and Anthropological Sciences 11: 1887–1909. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12520-018-0640-8Google Scholar


 
 

 Klazarová, P. (ed.). 2003. The story of Prague Castle. Prague: Správa Pražského hradu.Google Scholar


 
 

 Kristiansen, K. 2014. Towards a new paradigm? The Third Science Revolution and its possible consequences in archaeology. Current Swedish Archaeology 22: 11–34.Google Scholar


 
 

 Lehmann, H. & Oexle, O.G. (ed.). 2004. Nationalsozialismus in den Kulturwissenschaften (Veroffentlichungen des Max-Planck-Instituts fur Geschichete 200/2011). Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht.Google Scholar


 
 

 Malá, V. 1997. History of the obelisk, in Abdallaova, N. & Martlew, J. (ed.) Josip Plečnik –an architect of Prague Castle: 291–95. Prague: Prague Castle Administration.Google Scholar


 
 

 Malý, J. 1942. Anthropologické vyšetření kostry, odkryté na 3. nádvoří Hradu pražského v r. 1928. Unpublished manuscript, Prague Castle Archive.Google Scholar


 
 

 Maříková-Kubková, J., Mašterová, K. & Válová, K.. 2015. Prague Castle, in Vicelja-Matijašić, M. (ed.) Swords, crowns, censers and books. Francia Media—cradles of European culture: 187–212. Rijeka: University of Rijeka.Google Scholar


 
 

 Obermair, R. 2015. Das NS-Engagement Kurt Willvonseders und die schwierige Frage nach Entnaziefirung der Wissenschaft. Archaeologia Austriaca 99: 155–75. https://doi.org/10.1553/archaeologia99s155Google Scholar


 
 

 Paulsen, P. 1939. Axt und Kreuz bei den Nordgermanen. Berlin: Das Ahnenerbe.Google Scholar


 
 

 Pedersen, A. 2014. Dead warriors in living memory. A study of weapon and equestrian burials in Viking-Age Denmark, AD 800–1000. Copenhagen: University Press of Southern Denmark and the National Museum of Denmark.Google Scholar


 
 

 Petrinec, M. 2009. Gräberfelder aus dem 8. bis 11. Jahrhundert im Gebiet des frühmittelalterlichen kroatischen Staates. Split: Museum der kroatischen archäologischen Denkmäler.Google Scholar


 
 

 Poulík, J. & Chropovský, B.. 1985. Velká Morava a počátky československé státnosti. Prague & Bratislava: Academia & Obzor.Google Scholar


 
 

 Preidel, H. 1936–1937. Ein Wikingergrab in Saaz. Krajem Lučanů 11: 34–38. https://doi.org/10.1007/BF01572491Google Scholar


 
 

 Preidel, H. 1938. Das Begräbnis eines wikingischen Kriegers in Saaz (Böhmen). Mitteilungen der Anthropologischen Gesselschaft in Wien 68: 88–98.Google Scholar


 
 

 Preidel, H. 1944. Handel und Verkehr in den Sudetenländern während der ersten Hälfte des ersten Jahrtausends n. Chr. Südost-Forschungen 9–10: 41–80.Google Scholar


 
 

 Profantová, N. 2005. Poznámky k meči z hrobu bojovníka na III. nádvoří Pražského hradu, in Tomková, K. (ed.) Pohřbívání na Pražském hradě a jeho předpolích, Díl I.1: 307–10. Praha: Archeologický ústav AV ČR.Google Scholar


 
 

 Profantová, N. 2012. Examples of the most important results of technological analyses of swords in the Czech Republic, in Bendeguz, T. (ed.) Die Archäologie der früher Ungarn. Chronologie, Technologie und Methodik: 169–90. Mainz: Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum.Google Scholar


 
 

 Renshaw, L. 2013. The dead and their public. Memory campaigns, issue networks and the role of the archaeologist in the excavation of mass graves. Archaeological Dialogues 20: 35–47. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1380203813000081Google Scholar


 
 

 Sherman, D. 1999. The construction of memory in interwar France. Chicago (IL): University of Chicago Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Sláma, J. 1977. Mitelböhmen im frühen Mittelalter. I. Katalog der Grabfunde. Prague: Univerzita Karlova.Google Scholar


 
 

 Smetánka, Z. 1997. Vzpomínka na Ivana Borkovského. Archeologické rozhledy 49: 704–707.Google Scholar


 
 

 Uhlíř, J. & Klimek, A.. 2008. Protektorát Čechy a Morava v obrazech. Praha: Ottovo nakladatelství.Google Scholar


 
 

 Vlček, E. 1977. Nejstarší Přemyslovci. Praha: Vesmír.Google Scholar


 
 

 Wiwjorra, I. 1996. German archaeology and its relation to nationalism and racism, in Díaz-Andreu, M. & Champion, T. (ed.) Nationalism and archaeology in Europe: 164–88. London: UCL Press.Google Scholar


 
 

 Zotz, L. 1934. Zwei germanische Schwerter aus der slawischen Zeit in Schlesien. Altschlesien 4: 162–65.Google Scholar


 
 

 Zotz, L. & von Richtofen, B.. 1940. Ist Böhmen-Mähren die Urheimat der Tschechen? Leipzig: Johann Ambrosius Barth.Google Scholar




 

           



 
  	4
	Cited by


 

   




 Cited by

 
 Loading...


    


 













Cited by





	



4




	


















Crossref Citations










This article has been cited by the following publications. This list is generated based on data provided by
Crossref.









Witcher, Robert
2019.
Editorial.
Antiquity,
Vol. 93,
Issue. 371,
p.
1119.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Bravermanová, Milena
and
Březinová, Helena
2020.
The Fate of the Remains and Funerary Equipment of Czech Rulers and Their Family Members.
Acta Universitatis Lodziensis. Folia Archaeologica,
p.
107.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Eickhoff, Martijn
Meheux, Katie
and
Modl, Daniel
2023.
National-Socialist Archaeology in Europe and its Legacies.
p.
1.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar






Coltofean-Arizancu, Laura
2023.
National-Socialist Archaeology in Europe and its Legacies.
p.
561.


	CrossRef
	Google Scholar


















Google Scholar Citations

View all Google Scholar citations
for this article.














 

×






	Librarians
	Authors
	Publishing partners
	Agents
	Corporates








	

Additional Information











	Accessibility
	Our blog
	News
	Contact and help
	Cambridge Core legal notices
	Feedback
	Sitemap



Select your country preference




Afghanistan
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Channel Islands, Isle of Man
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
Congo, The Democratic Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and Mc Donald Islands
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Republic of
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia, Federated States of
Moldova, Republic of
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinian Territory, Occupied
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Helena
St. Pierre and Miquelon
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
United States Virgin Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands (British)
Wallis and Futuna Islands
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe









Join us online

	









	









	









	









	


























	

Legal Information










	









	Rights & Permissions
	Copyright
	Privacy Notice
	Terms of use
	Cookies Policy
	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top













	
© Cambridge University Press 2024

	Back to top












































Cancel

Confirm





×





















Save article to Kindle






To save this article to your Kindle, first ensure coreplatform@cambridge.org is added to your Approved Personal Document E-mail List under your Personal Document Settings on the Manage Your Content and Devices page of your Amazon account. Then enter the ‘name’ part of your Kindle email address below.
Find out more about saving to your Kindle.



Note you can select to save to either the @free.kindle.com or @kindle.com variations. ‘@free.kindle.com’ emails are free but can only be saved to your device when it is connected to wi-fi. ‘@kindle.com’ emails can be delivered even when you are not connected to wi-fi, but note that service fees apply.



Find out more about the Kindle Personal Document Service.








Zeitgeist archaeology: conflict, identity and ideology at Prague Castle, 1918–2018








	Volume 93, Issue 370
	
Nicholas J. Saunders (a1), Jan Frolík (a2) and Volker Heyd (a3)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2019.107





 








Your Kindle email address




Please provide your Kindle email.



@free.kindle.com
@kindle.com (service fees apply)









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Dropbox







To save this article to your Dropbox account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Dropbox account.
Find out more about saving content to Dropbox.

 





Zeitgeist archaeology: conflict, identity and ideology at Prague Castle, 1918–2018








	Volume 93, Issue 370
	
Nicholas J. Saunders (a1), Jan Frolík (a2) and Volker Heyd (a3)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2019.107





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×




Save article to Google Drive







To save this article to your Google Drive account, please select one or more formats and confirm that you agree to abide by our usage policies. If this is the first time you used this feature, you will be asked to authorise Cambridge Core to connect with your Google Drive account.
Find out more about saving content to Google Drive.

 





Zeitgeist archaeology: conflict, identity and ideology at Prague Castle, 1918–2018








	Volume 93, Issue 370
	
Nicholas J. Saunders (a1), Jan Frolík (a2) and Volker Heyd (a3)

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.15184/aqy.2019.107





 









Available formats

 PDF

Please select a format to save.

 







By using this service, you agree that you will only keep content for personal use, and will not openly distribute them via Dropbox, Google Drive or other file sharing services
Please confirm that you accept the terms of use.















Cancel




Save














×



×



Reply to:

Submit a response













Title *

Please enter a title for your response.







Contents *


Contents help










Close Contents help









 



- No HTML tags allowed
- Web page URLs will display as text only
- Lines and paragraphs break automatically
- Attachments, images or tables are not permitted




Please enter your response.









Your details









First name *

Please enter your first name.




Last name *

Please enter your last name.




Email *


Email help










Close Email help









 



Your email address will be used in order to notify you when your comment has been reviewed by the moderator and in case the author(s) of the article or the moderator need to contact you directly.




Please enter a valid email address.






Occupation

Please enter your occupation.




Affiliation

Please enter any affiliation.















You have entered the maximum number of contributors






Conflicting interests








Do you have any conflicting interests? *

Conflicting interests help











Close Conflicting interests help









 



Please list any fees and grants from, employment by, consultancy for, shared ownership in or any close relationship with, at any time over the preceding 36 months, any organisation whose interests may be affected by the publication of the response. Please also list any non-financial associations or interests (personal, professional, political, institutional, religious or other) that a reasonable reader would want to know about in relation to the submitted work. This pertains to all the authors of the piece, their spouses or partners.





 Yes


 No




More information *

Please enter details of the conflict of interest or select 'No'.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree to our Terms of use. *


Please accept terms of use.









  Please tick the box to confirm you agree that your name, comment and conflicts of interest (if accepted) will be visible on the website and your comment may be printed in the journal at the Editor’s discretion. *


Please confirm you agree that your details will be displayed.


















