VISUAL CULTURE AND ARCTIC VOYAGES

In the mid-nineteenth century, thirty-six expeditions set out for the
Northwest Passage in search of Sir John Franklin’s missing exped-
ition. The array of visual and textual material produced on these
voyages was to have a profound impact on the idea of the Arctic in the
Victorian imaginary. Eavan O’Dochartaigh closely examines neg-
lected archival sources to show how pictures created in the Arctic
fed into a metropolitan view transmitted through engravings, litho-
graphs, and panoramas. Although the metropolitan Arctic revolved
around a fulcrum of heroism, terror, and the sublime, the visual
culture of the ship reveals a more complicated narrative that included
cross-dressing, theatricals, dressmaking, and dances with local com-
munities. O’Dochartaigh’s investigation into the nature of the on-
board visual culture of the nineteenth-century Arctic presents
a compelling challenge to the ‘man-versus-nature’ trope that still
reverberates in polar imaginaries today. This title is also available as
Open Access on Cambridge Core.

EAVAN O'DOCHARTAIGH is a postdoctoral researcher funded by an
SFI-IRC Pathway Programme Award at National University of
Ireland Galway. Prior to this she was a Marie Skfodowska-Curie
Individual Fellow at Umed University in northern Sweden and
a Government of Ireland Doctoral Scholar at National University
of Ireland Galway. She has also worked as an archaecologist and
archaeological illustrator in Ireland, Iceland, and the UK.
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Nineteenth-century literature and culture have proved a rich field for interdisciplinary
studies. Since 1994, books in this series have tracked the intersections and tensions
between Victorian literature and the visual arts, politics, gender and sexuality, race,
social organisation, economic life, technical innovations, scientific thought — in short,
culture in its broadest sense. Many of our books are now classics in a field which since
the series’ inception has seen powerful engagements with Marxism, feminism, visual
studies, post-colonialism, critical race studies, new historicism, new formalism,
transnationalism, queer studies, human rights and liberalism, disability studies and
global studies. Theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts continue to unsettle
scholarship on the nineteenth century in productive ways. New work on the body and
the senses, the environment and climate, race and the decolonisation of literary
studies, biopolitics and materiality, the animal and the human, the local and the
global, politics and form, queerness and gender identities, and intersectional theory is
re-animating the field. This series aims to accommodate and promote the most
interesting work being undertaken on the fronters of nineteenth-century literary
studies, connecting the field with the urgent critical questions that are being asked
today. We seek to publish work from a diverse range of authors, and stand for anti-
racism, anti-colonialism and against discrimination in all forms.
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