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Cover   The terrestrial and marine biotypes of Madagascar are critical 
priorities for conservation, with almost unparalleled levels of endemism, 
species diversity and human threat for a land area of its size. Field 
inventories and molecular-based research conducted from the mid 
1980s to the present have greatly expanded knowledge of the country’s 
biota, for some groups with nearly exponential growth in measures 
of species diversity. One well-known species endemic to the country is 
the day-flying Malagasy sunset moth Chrysiridia rhipheus (pictured). 
Approximately 490 species of Lepidoptera have been described 
since 2003, with c. 4,500 of the total of c. 5,000 species (90%) being 
endemic. For newly revised estimates of species richness and endemism 
for a range of taxonomic groups, see pp. 561–565. 
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