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Cholera Epidemic in Russia

by Gina Pugliese, RN, MS
Medical News Editor

Russian officials recently
announced the presence of a cholera
epidemic in the southern regions of the
country, with more than 1000 cases
reported in Dagestan. Health officials
issued a resolution entitled “Urgent

Measures for Prevention of Cholera in
Moscow Region.” The concern is that
substandard waste-water treatment and
poor quality drinking water will contrib-
ute to the spread of cholera in places
like Moscow.

Heal th  of f ic ia l s  have  a l so
announced that there will be strict mon-
itoring of railways and airports to curb

movement of infected individuals and
potentially contaminated fruits and veg-
etables. Some human rights advocates
have said they fear the government will
use this crisis to try and expel some of
the many undocumented refugees in
the capital.
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