
MARGERIE VENABLES TAYLOR

Most readers of the Journal will have been aware that throughout the autumn of 1963
Miss M. V. Taylor, its tireless and devoted editor for forty years, was moving gently but
inexorably towards her life's end. Constrictions of the aorta, from which she had suffered
for some two years, were becoming more frequent after less effort, and she had been well
aware for some time that any attack might prove fatal. With a quiet courage and seemly
constancy she had put her affairs into order, adding, for example, the codicil to her will
by which she left to this Society £200, m recompense for a gift which the Society had made
towards expenses on her journeys. On 23rd December, 1963, she went happily to bed
in her study and early on Christmas Eve she was found at peace, having ' fallen asleep in
a place of light'.

The memory of Miss Taylor's eightieth birthday and the tribute then paid to her in
the Journal is still fresh. It is pleasant indeed now to supplement it by quoting, with his
kind permission (and that of the editor of the Revue), the touching obituary contributed
to the Revue des etudes latines by M. le professeur Jacques Heurgon, of the Faculte des
Lettres et Sciences humaines in the University of Paris. When M. Heurgon writes, in a
covering letter, of ' our common grief and the sincere sympathy and admiration which
link us to the Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies ' he epitomizes, as an old friend
of our Society, that mutual esteem shared by British and French scholars and a source
of particular happiness and goodwill for Miss Taylor. His notice runs as follows :

' Le 25 decembre 1963 s'eteignait doucement, a Oxford, a pres de quatre-vingt-trois
ans, Miss Margerie Venables Taylor, et notre Societe des fitudes latines, soeur de celle qu'elle
animait en Angleterre de son indomptable energie, se doit de lui rendre un tres sincere dernier
hommage. Secretaire de la Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies de 1923 a 1954,
editor du J.R.S. depuis quarante ans, c'est bien elle qui, par son devouement passionne,
a assure a la Societe et a sa Revue leur prestige et leur rayonnement. Beaucoup de Francais
ont pu apprecier l'invitation qu'elle leur adressait a collaborer au J.R.S. et la vigilante
autorite avec laquelle elle corrigeait leur anglais et leurs epreuves, l'accueil qu'elle leur
reservait aux Joint Meetings des Societes grecques et romaines qu'elle avait crees, tous
les trois ans, alternativement a Oxford et a Cambridge, l'hospitalite de sa maison, entouree
de fleurs, de Woodstock Road, non loin de Somerville College, ou elle avait conquis autre-
fois des degres alors chichement mesures a son sexe. II n'y a pas si longtemps qu'on la
voyait encore, au volant d'une jeep militaire, guider imperieusement les excursions archeo-
logiques dans les villas romaines de Bretagne, jusqu'a ce qu'un accident au poignet
l'empechat de conduire. Mais elle etait restee infatigable voyageuse en avion, d'Athenes
a Naples et a Rome. Son dernier voyage fut pour le Congres international d'Archeologie,
en septembre dernier. A la Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies, la Societe des fitudes
latines exprime son chagrin de la disparition de cette charmante et venerable Sibylle de
notre monde savant.'

Miss Taylor was so intimately connected with so many articles by others as editor of the
Journal, that it is easy to overlook her own very considerable output of learned writing. In
order that this may not be forgotten and that it may afford the pleasure either of new
discovery or of evocative recollection, a bibliography, compiled by Mr. D. R. Wilson, is
here appended. Scripta manent.

I. A. R.
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