
stereotyped is not acknowledged. This makes for heavily restricted and often one-sided
interactions. Van Arkel refers to ‘‘labelled interaction’’ between majority and minority, as a
phenomenon that perpetuates the stereotype. Not only in periods of severe discrimination
or under a racist regime, but also long after violence has ceased, interactions may continue
to be marked by discomfort and unease, as a consequence of being one-sided.

Promoting unconstrained, versatile, and manifold forms of contact between the
majority and minorities in Europe wherever possible is of ongoing interest, given the
pronounced historical tendencies that Van Arkel has gathered and presented so convin-
cingly in his masterpiece.

Dienke Hondius

MINCZELES, HENRI. Le mouvement ouvrier juif. Récit des origines.
[Yiddishland.] Éditions Syllepse, Paris 2010. 220 pp. h22.00; doi:10.1017/
S0020859011000277

The author was born in Paris in 1926 of Jewish parents from Poland. His father was
deported during the war and was murdered in Auschwitz. The fate of his father and so many
of his family and friends inspired him to dedicate his life to the history of the vanished world
of his ancestors. He studied social sciences and history, became a journalist and author of
many works on the history of the Jews in Poland and Lithuania. He was particularly
interested in the history of the Jewish workers’ movement, and published his Histoire
générale du Bund: un mouvement révolutionnaire juif in 1995. This was the first integral
history of the movement in all its international ramifications. After more than twenty-five
years of preoccupation with the subject, Minczeles aims in this book to recapitulate the
origins of the movement up until the foundation of the Bund in Vilno in 1897.

The book starts with an overview of the history of the Jews in the Russian empire.
After the division of Poland at the end of the eighteenth century, when the Jews from
Poland, the Ukraine, and Lithuania were incorporated in the Russian empire, it was the
intention of the tsars to induce the Jews to convert to the Orthodox faith and give up their
own language and culture. But the Jews resisted every attempt of forced Russification and
were punished by ever-growing restrictions in all spheres of life. By the end of the
nineteenth century, Russian Jews lived crammed in great poverty with little or no hope to
better their lot, crowded as they were in the Pale of Settlement, a restricted area which
they were not allowed to leave to settle in other parts of the empire.

Though quite a few Jewish students and young intellectuals were attracted by the
underground Russian socialist movements, the new ideologies only slowly found support
among Jewish workers in the tobacco and textile industries and in the many small
workshops. From 1870 onwards, the struggle for better working conditions started
and several strikes occurred in the industrial regions of Poland and the Pale. In spite of the
constant danger of arrest and exile to Siberia, the socialist movement took hold of the
minds and hearts of the Jewish workers.

The foundation of the Jewish Workers’ Union in Russia and Poland, shortly called
Bund (Yiddish for Union) in Vilna in 1897 was the result of a long and difficult process
of growing awareness of the particularity of the situation of the Jewish workers in the
Russian empire. The early Russian socialists and populists, among whom were some
Jewish revolutionaries, thought that political and social reforms in Russia would put an
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end to discrimination and persecution, so that Russians and Jews could unite in building a
better future together.

Reality proved to be less simple. Russian Jews, who had been denied for so long access
to Russian life and culture, had created a modern secular literature and culture of their
own in Yiddish. More than 90 per cent of the Jewish population of the Russian empire
only spoke Yiddish and had no or little command of Russian, Polish, or other languages
of the empire. Socialist propaganda among the Jewish workers was only possible in
Yiddish. Even when the Jewish religion slowly lost its hold on the workers, they remained
firmly bound in an Jewish society with a defined national consciousness.

Minczeles describes with great insight and detail this development up till 1897. But he
overlooks (and this is a missed chance), the question of why the Jewish workers turned
away from the religion which had bound them together for so long. In other works on the
history of the Bund this question has been already broached and partly answered: when
during the reign of Tsar Nicholas I (1825–1855) every year the Jews were required to
deliver a number of their young boys for military service of twenty-five years in the army,
the Jewish establishment sacrificed the orphans and the children of the poor, and even
used armed kidnappers to fulfil the yearly quota. This was the origin of the ever-growing
rift between the upper and lower classes in the Jewish communities.

At the end of the book there are short biographies of the most important founders and
leaders of the first hour, illustrations, and a detailed bibliography.

Rena Fuks-Mansfeld

BERLIN, IRA. The Making of African America. The Four Great Migrations.
Viking, New York 2010. 304 pp. $27.95; doi:10.1017/S0020859011000289

The ‘‘great migration’’ of African Americans has traditionally been viewed by historians as
the era of the movement of black people out of the South – beginning with World War I and
ending in the late 1960s. Some six million African Americans made this journey to ‘‘the
promised land’’ of the North and out to the West Coast. Ira Berlin, however, challenges us to
rethink the history of black America by considering that ‘‘the entire African American
experience can best be read as a series of great migrations or passages, during which
immigrants – at first forced and then free – transformed an alien place into a home, becoming
deeply rooted in a land that once was foreign, unwanted, and even despised’’ (p. 9).

Berlin’s new publication is a comprehensive synthesis of 400 years of these 4 great
migrations, drawing on hundreds of the most important histories of these events, as well
as key primary sources. The text is quite brief – only 250 pages – but the concepts and
connections which the author introduces provide a foundation for rethinking migration
history beyond just that of the Africans who arrived in what is today the United States.
His approach is thematic, emphasizing the significance of narrative rather than theory.
However, this methodology can certainly contribute to more complex theoretical
developments by historians.

In the first chapter, Berlin focuses on notions of ‘‘movement’’ and ‘‘place’’ in African-
American history. The ‘‘movement’’ is characterized by the migrations, or ‘‘passages’’,
while ‘‘place’’ is the anchor for the time and location between these migrations. By linking
‘‘passage’’, ‘‘movement’’, and ‘‘migration’’, Berlin can draw the historical connection
between the slave trade’s ‘‘Middle Passage’’ and the late twentieth century ‘‘African
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