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PAUL NIGGLI (1888-1953)

I~ the death of Professor Niggli on 13 January 1953 the scientific world lost an outstanding teacher
and scientist, and glaciological study a stalwart supporter.

Director of the Mineralogical-Petrographical Department of the Eidgendssische Technische
Hochschule at Zirich, his text-books on mineralogy and petrography and his numerous papers
on a wide range of subjects, including education, politics and the history of science, will be an
everlasting memorial to his personality and activity.

It is not so well known that for twenty years Niggli was in close contact with snow and ice
research. He wrote the introduction to the first fundamental publication of the Eidgendssisches
Institut fiir Schnee- und Lawinenforschung, Weissfluhjoch, entitled Der Schnee und seine
Metamorphose, 1939, outlining the background and the aims of Swiss snow research. For the
inauguration of the new Institute in 1943 he gave a most impressive address on the beginning and
development of snow and glacier research in the Swiss Alps (Schnee- und Gletscherforschung in
der Schweiz, Mitteilung, Nr. 1). With his profound analysis of scientific discovery in the Swiss’
Alps he freed the new Institute from a merely technical programme and linked it to the uninter-
rupted tradition of Alpine science.

In the literature of snow Niggli’s name appears but rarely. Nevertheless, a good deal of the
work done by the research workers at the Weissfluhjoch profited by his valuable support.

As a member of the Schweizerische Schnee- und Lawinenforschungs Kommission he always
emphasized the need for crystallographical investigations, but, never blind to practical require-
ments, he was always ready with advice upon any “applied problem” including organization,
personnel and finance.

Niggli’s intellect was universal, and he was engaged in innumerable tasks and duties. We may
wonder, therefore, why the comparatively narrow branch of snow and ice research was honoured
in receiving so great a share of his devotion and energy. Niggli’s deep affection for the glacier-
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