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This volume illustrates some of the exciting new
paths of enquiry which are currently being
explored in many different fields of Anglo-Saxon
studies - archaeology, legal history, palaeography,
Old English syntax and poetic style, Latin
learning with its many reflexes in Old English
prose literature, and others. In all these fields it is
clear that fresh perspectives may be achieved by
examining even well-known objects and texts in
the light of modern approaches and scholarship.

Several studies concentrate on aspects of early
Anglo-Saxon civilization: the settlement at
Mucking, Essex, recently excavated; the
iconography of the famous gold coin struck in the
name of Bishop Liudhard; the early Anglo-Saxon
law on adultery; and a reconstruction of an early
Anglo-Saxon copy of the Heptateuch.

An insufficiently understood feature of Old
English syntax — the use of modal verbs — forms
the subject of a detailed analysis, and three essays
explore the language of Old English poetry, with
reference to Beowulf, The Wanderer and the Paris
Psalter. Other essays make new contributions to
our knowledge of the Latin sources used by
Anglo-Saxon authors. Finally, attention is drawn
to a pair of hooked tags found in the last century
in the Roman forum.

The volume includes the invaluable annual
bibliography, providing a comprehensive listing
of 1990 publications in all branches of Anglo-
Saxon studies, and concludes with the five-year
index to volumes 16—20. (Previous indexes have
appeared in volumes 5, 10 and 15.) Once again
this is a collection that will be indispensable to all
Anglo-Saxonists.
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