
section and Epon in between the slides and cure. Our proce-
dure for doing this is:

1) Acid clean and rinse the slides before use.

2) Dry in a drying oven overnight (the type used for drying
cleaned laboratory glassware), then let cool to room tempera-
ture.

3) Dip slides in the LRA.

4) Stand slides upright and allow to dry in a dust-free area.

5) Tissue was sectioned at 50 to 100 urn in a Vibratome, then
processed into 100% epoxy. After the final change, rather
than place in molds, place the sections on a coated slide, add
some Epon, and then a second slide. The section is held flat
by putting whatever weight is needed (5 g to 10 g typically;
clips may also be used).

6) Place in the curing oven for the recommended time for the
epoxy formulation used.

The Epon separates easily from the slides, and the resid-
ual LRA can be washed off because it is water soluble. (I un-
derstand this is a material that is used to release plastic parts
from molds.) The clean slides are dipped in the liquid and al-
lowed to dry ovenight before use. Slides can be washed in
water and redipped. These embedded sections can be viewed
in the light microscope after popping off one slide, and the
appropriate part may be cut from the slab and remounted on a
blank stub for thin sectioning.

We have used this technique for TEM identification of
HRP labelled neurons.

John Chandler, Colorado State University
chandler@lamar.fcolostate.edu

A Brief Tip on Decolorizing
DAB Staining for Immunohistochemistry

Diaminobenzidine (DAB) can be solubilized by incubating
in weak (1% or less) bleach, which removes the orange-
brown color. The bleach will completely remove the color if
the slides reaction is allowed to run long enough. Run a test
slide and check every 2 minutes at first in a microscope to get
a handle on how long it will take for a given preparation. Ac-
ceptable endpoints couid take less than 5 minutes or more
than 2 hours depending on the particular section thickness,
initial DAB intensity, etc. It may be best to just lighten the
DAB," and not decolorize it completely. Subsequent immii-
nostaining success will depend on the tissue, antigen, and
antibody, and the immunostaining may have to be modified to
work with the DAB decolorization.

Subsequent immunostaining in my experience has not
been affected, but in principle the bleaching process could
oxidize an epitope so caveat lector.

Mike King, University of Florida College of Medicine
making@nersp.nerdc.ufl.edu

Plan to attend...

SCANNING 2001
in New York City

Annual International Scientific Meeting
sponsored by the

Foundation for Advances in Medicine and Science (FAMS)
and SCANNING, The Journal of Scanning Microscopies

May 5-7, 2001
at

THE ROOSEVELT HOTEL

45th Street and Madison Avenue
New York, NY, USA

Welcome Reception — Saturday, May 5

An international conference covering a wide range of
topics related to the scanning microscopies with a
forum for discussion and exchange of information.
Upwards of two hundred papers will be presented in the
areas of confocal microscopy, methodologies and new
developments, applications of SEM in forensic science,
food structure, probe microscopy including nanotech-
nology, Pharmaceuticals, electron beam/instrument
interaction modeling, materials, semi-conductor
devices, and related areas. The program features Short
Courses, invited and contributed scientific papers,
posters, an exhibit hall showing the most advanced
equipment and services available in SEM and related
fields, and student award presentations.

Program Committee:
R.P. Becker
University of Illinois
Chicago, IL, USA

PC. Cheng
SUNY
Buffalo, NY, USA

BX. Giammara
Virtck Vision
Woburn, MA, USA

D. G. Howitt
University of California
Davis, CA, USA

D.C.Joy
University of Tennessee
KnoxviUe, TN, USA

J.B. Pawley
University of Wisconsin
Madison, WI, USA

S.F. Platek
USFDA, Cincinnati, OH, USA

M.T. Postek, Jr.
NIST, Gaithersburg, MD, USA

W.P, Wergin
USDA, Beltsville, MD, USA

Call for papers...
Papers are now being solicited. Abstracts- of no
more' than 700 words/should. be: sent to SCAN-
NING -.for- public a lion in tha Proceedings: Issue. To

"obtain-SCANNING"200l I as tractions for-Abstracts,
contact SGANNING/FAMS at'the address below'" .

Abstract deadline - March 19, 2001. .

For full program and registration information, contact:

Paula S. Pivnick at FAMS, Inc.
P.O. Box 832, Mahwah, NJ 07430-0832

Phone 201-8 18-1010 —Fax 201-818-0086
E-mail: scanning@fams.org
Internet: www.scanning.org
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