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Opportunities to Study at th e Max Planck In st itutes

in Ge rmany

1\1A R I E - L () U I SE ll ERN A L

PO L LOW I N G TI lE tr adit ion of man y othe r m ember s of th e pr ofession and of

th e lntrrnational Association of Lalli Libraries, I spe n t the m onth of May

1993 in H amburg, Ge rma ny , at th e Max Planck In stitu te for For eign and

Internati on al Public Law as a schola rsh ip recipi ent. It was suc h a rew arding

exper ience both pe rso na lly and pr ofession all y th at I would enco u rage co l­

leagues to co nside r th is as a resea rch option.

I was pr esent d ur ing th e bri ef time peri od when th e director ship of th e

lib ra ry of th e ln sritute was sp lit bet ween th e outgoing Director Dr. Ra lph

La nsk y, who had held th at position since th e 70's, and th e inco m ing Direc­

to r (and Deputy D irec tor for ma ny years) Dr. liirgen C. Goda n, who was

to tak e ove r as Director effec tive [uly 1, 1993. At the pr esent time th er e a re

few other law libr ar ian s in Germa ny who ca n riv al th e ex pe r ience and back ­

grou nd of D rs. Lan sk y and Goda n. Bot h a re su pe rb exa m ples of Ren ais­

sa nce men , balan cin g Germa n legal resear ch expe rtise with int ernati on al

law lib ra ry coopera tio n. My m ission was to su rvey th e G erman law libra ries

a nd th ei r new willing ness to particip at e in th e a uto ma tion of worldwide

legal info rmation net work ing , and I needed to meet th e m a jor pla yer s in

thi s field. As a res ult of th eir gu ida nce and willing ness to sha re th eir net ­

wo rk of co ntacts, I was g iven access to lib ra ry ad m in istrato rs at insti tu tions

in Berli n , Bonn , Karl sru he, and Leipzig.

The Institute in H am burg is one of six Max Plan ck research ce n te rs in

Ge rm any devoted to fore ign and in te rna tiona l law. The othe r ones a re th e

In st itute fo r Compara tive Pu bl ic Law and Int ernation al Law in H eidelber g ,

th e Institu te fo r E u ro pean Legal History in Frankfurt, th e Institu te for For ­

eig n and In ternat ion al Crimi na l Law in Freiburg , and th e tw o In stitutes in

Munich , one devoted to pa te n t law, the other one to socia l la w.

Iudg ing from my experience in H amburg, th ere a re ma ny adva ntages to

bein g desig na ted a visi t ing scho la r at th e Max Pla nck In st itute. Dep ending

u po n ava ila bi lity, you m ay be ab le to reser ve one of th e g ues troo ms in th e

Institu te bu ild ing. In this sel f-conta ined faci lity are located the libr ary, th e
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faculty and th e ad m inist ra tion. O the r ben efit s are a desk wh er e you may
utilize your computer, a key th at allows all-ho ur access to th e librar y, th e
right to use th e photocopying machines (with some limitati on ), th e cha nce
to read dail y new spaper s from around th e globe, and , last but not least, th e
op po rtun ity to freely use and browse amo ng the Institute's spec ialized col­
lect ion s. It was stim ulating not only to meet th e resear ch sta ff of th e Institute
and colleag ues work ing in its librar y, but also to be able to exch an ge ideas
with visiting scho lars from all over the world .

Ap plications for scho larship and permission to spend time at one of th e
In stitutes can be obta ined by writing dir ectly to th e parti cular Institu te of
your inter est. Space is usually scarce and it normally tak es a yea r of adva nce
planning. Kn owl edge of German is not a req uir em cnt-but it will un ­

doubtedly mak e the ex perience more worthwhi le. I ca n highly recommend
it !
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