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The Asian Yearbook of International Law is the first publi-
cation dedicated primarily to international law as seen from
an Asian perspective. It provides a forum for the publication
of articles in the field of international law written by experts
from the region, and also other articles relating to Asian
topics. Its aim is twofold: to promote the dissemination of
knowledge of international law in Asia and to provide an in-
sight into Asian views and practices, which will be especially
useful to a non-Asian readership.
As a rule, each volume of the Asian Yearbook contains Ar-
ticles, Notes, State Practice, a Chronicle of Events and Inci-
dents, United Nations Activities with Special Relevance to
Asia, a Survey of Activities of the Asian-African Legal Con-
sultative Committee, a Bibliography and a Documents sec-
tion.
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Sucharitkul. Chronicle. Bibliography. Selected Documents:-
Charter of the South Asian Association for Regional Co-
operation. Memorandum of Understanding (among the
Governments of the SAARC Member States) on the Estab-
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rangement (SAPTA). Final Declaration of the Regional Meet-
ing for Asia of the World Conference on Human Rights. Intra-
Chinese Agreements. Declaration on the Inviolability of Fron-
tiers. Kuala Lumpur Declaration on Human Rights. Index.
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Reservations to UN
Human Rights Treaties
Ratify and Ruin?

by Liesbeth Lijnzaad

Reservations to UN Human Rights Treaties concen-
trates on the concepts and mechanisms in inter-
national law that are relevant to reservations. The
role of States, and the possibilities afforded super-
visory Committees to monitor the impact of reserva-
tions, form the other important topic.
Little information exists on the impact of reservations
to UN human rights instruments. This study
highlights the possibilities States and supervisory
organs have to reduce the detrimental impact of
reservations within the existing framework, and gives
some proposals for a better and tighter provision on
reservations.
The UN Human Rights Treaties that are discussed
are: the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Dis-
crimination, the Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women and the
Convention against Torture.

Contents
Foreword. I: Introduction. 1. Reservations to human
rights treaties in the aftermath of the Genocide case.
II: Theoretical Questions. 2. The law applicable to
reservations. 3. Reservations to human rights trea-
ties. Ill: Reservations in Practice. 4. Reservations to
the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimi-
nation. 5. Reservations to the Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. 6. Reservations to the Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women. 7. Reservations to the Convention against
Torture. IV: Conclusions. 8. Restoring the ruins, con-
cluding remarks. Selected bibliography. Index of sub-
jects.
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