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R. JOSEPH ANGELET AND THE DOCTRINE

OF SEVEN COSMIC CYCLES: BETWEEN THE ZOHAR AND

NAH. MANIDES’S KABBALAH

Shifra Asulin

The doctrine of seven cosmic cycles (torat ha-shmitot) is described in
Kabbalah research as a topic of controversy between the Zoharic
school and Nah.manides’s Kabbalah. The Zoharic literature in most
part rejected the cyclic time concept and described a linear, progres-
sive, and messianic notion of time. R. Joseph Angelet’s unique view
on the cosmic cycles has not yet received scholarly attention. In his
writings, especially in Livnat ha-sapir, Angelet combines ideas and
concepts from those different kabbalistic traditions on time and
history, and creates a special synthetic doctrine. In this study, I
attempt to scrutinize, through the perspective of the cosmic cycles,
R. Joseph Angelet’s Kabbalah and his place between the Zohar and
the Nah.manidean Kabbalah, as well as to reexamine the relations
between the two kabbalistic schools at the first half of the fourteenth
century.
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