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From the perspective of the bloody wars of religion that 

consumed various parts of Europe during the Reformation and 

Counterreformation eras, religious violence in early American 

can seem negligible or even benign. Yet violence, like beauty, is 

in the eyes of the beholder, and the inhabitants of early North 

America certainly knew the pain of what anthropologists have 

called "sacred violence." We hope the very definition of "sacred 

violence" will be a focus of debate at the conference, sparking 

conversations about how violence was sacralized in a colonial 

context but also about the ways religious beliefs and practices 

were used to mitigate or redirect violence in less destructive 

channels. This conference seeks to explore a variety of sites in 

North America from the seventeenth through the early 

nineteenth centuries—the church, the courtroom, the scaffold, 

the battlefield, and the slave quarters, for example—where the 

relations of religion and violence are laid bare. The collision of 

European, Native and African cosmologies and practices make 

early North America a unique testing ground for theories about 

the role of violence in sustaining cultures of faith, economy, and 

collective and personal identity in a hostile and alien 

environment. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1052115100001057 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1052115100001057


We encourage proposals that address how and in what venues 

violence was performed; how violent acts affected actors, victims, 

and spectators; why certain forms of violence were preferred or 

feared over others; and which elements of the intricate repertoire 

of sacred violence created by Europeans, Africans and Native 

Americans in their respective cultures were absorbed and 

transformed in the colonial encounter. Possible topics might 

include but are not limited to: the role of religion in colonial 

wars; the legal prosecution of heterodox beliefs or practices; the 

creative uses of violence within religious cultures; the destruction 

of religious objects, buildings, or communal sites; the violent 

reordering of cosmologies through the process of forced and 

voluntary migration; the role of print in fostering or mitigating 

religious violence; theologies of pain and suffering in cultural 

context; the psychological rupturing of notions of self and other 

in the act of conversion. We especially welcome proposals that are 

explicitly interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary in nature, or 

which address the relationship of religion and violence from a 

transatlantic or crosscultural perspective. 

Please submit written proposals of one to two pages outlining the 

subject, argument, and relevance to the conference theme, along 

with a brief c.v. Send as an email attachment, with the subject 

line "Religion and Violence Conference," to Kim Foley at 

kawahl@wm.edu by March i, 1007. Questions may be directed 

to Christopher Grasso, Editor, William and Mary Quarterly, at 

cdgras@wm.edu. 
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T H E A M A Z I N G F A I T H 
O F T E X A S 
COMMON G R O U N D 
ON H I G H E R G R O U N D 

BY ROY S P E N C E 
WITH THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS 

From the president of one of America's 
top marketing companies—a celebration 
in words and pictures of the people and 
places that represent the deeply held 
beliefs that unite all Texans. 
Distributed/or GSD&M 
100 color & 8 b^zc photos • $24.93 d°th 

Read more about this book online. 
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8 0 0 . 2 5 2 . 3 2 0 6 W W W . U T E X A S P R E S S . C O M 

PRACTICING 
PROTESTANTS 
Histories of Christian Life in America, 

1630-1965 

edited by Laurie F. Maffly-Kipp, 
Leigh E. Schmidt, and Mark Valeri 
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"Practicing Protestants integrates social theories 
about religious practice as a means of producing 
culture with the insights of several Protestant theo­
logians who promote practice as a means to faith. It 
is an important contribution to American religious 
history and to the study of religious practice in the United States." 
—Amanda Porterfield, Florida State University, author of Healing in the 
History of Christianity 

Lived Religions: David D. Hall and Robert A. Orsi, Series Editors 
$24.95 paperback 

The Johns Hopkins University Press 
1-800-537-5487 • www.press.jhu.edu 
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Opening the 
Doors of Wonder 
Reflections on Religious Rites of Passage 

ARTHUR J. MAGIDA 

"What he gathered and presents here are 

insights into the affects of religious rites 

of passage from 20 high-profile persons.... 

In the end, Magida's book amounts to a 

primer of world religions, including a brief 

history of each and its rites. 

—Donna Chavez, Booklist 
$24.95 cloth 

Magi a Sexualis 
Sex, Magic, and Liberat ion in Modern 

Western Esotericism 

HUGH B. URBAN 

"A fascinating account of the development 

of Western sexual magic through the nine­

teenth and twentieth centuries. Urban 

focuses on an extraordinary set of histori­

cal figures, and his rich analysis illumi­

nates the sexual—and supernatural—under­

currents that have shaped modernity." 

—Randall Styers, author of Making Magic 
$55.00 cloth 

Black Magic 
Religion and the African American 

Conjur ing Tradition 

YVONNE P. CHIREAU 

New in Paperback—"The first full-scale 

treatment of this important dimension 

of African American culture and religion. 

A wonderful book!" 
—Charles H. Long, author of Significations 

$21.95 paper 

At bookstores or order (800) 622-6657 • www.ucpress.edu 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F C A L I F O R N I A P R E S S 
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A website where 
Pastors, Lay Leaders, 

& Scholars can find 
information on 

j ^ Resources for 

What's Been Learned... 
Research on American Christianity 

Ministries Reshaped 
Through projects to revitalize Christian life and mission 

Ministries Reconsidered 
By recipients of sabbatica! grants for pastoral loaders 

Grants Information 
For religious leaders 

Newsletters 
• Initiatives in Religion 

• InSites into American Religion 

^American Christianity 
K f l K l i r i A H A www.resourcingchristianity.org 

Information & Reflection on Selected Projects 
lunded by the Lilly Endowment, Inc. 
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Jewish 
Social 

Studies 

INDIANA 
University Press / 

THE NEW SERIES 

Jewish Social Studies 
is instrumental in advancing 
the understanding of Jewish life and 
the Jewish past. Issues of identity and 
peoplehood, the vistas opened by the 
integration of gender as a primary 
category in the study of history, and the 
multiplicities inherent in the evolution 
of Jewish societies and cultures around 
the world and over time are themes 
of prime interest to the journal. In 
reconstructing the past, JSS also 
features work in anthropology, politics, 
sociology, religion and literature, as 
well as publishing specific case studies, 
engaging in theoretical discussion; all of 
which serve to rechart the boundaries of 

Jewish historical scholarship. 

http: //tupjournals. org 
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Online Publishing from 
University of California Press 

AnthroSource 
A groundbreaking collaboration between the 

American Anthropological Association and 

University of California Press, AnthroSource 

combines affordable electronic access to the 

AAA's peer reviewed journals, newsletters and 
bulletins. AnthroSource unites the breadth a n l l i r O S O U r C © 

and diversity of anthropological scholarship 

with powerful search capabilities and an intuitive interface. 

www.anthrosource.net 

C A L I B E R 
j ou rna l s of the u n i v e r s i t y or Ca l i f o rn ia press 

Caliber—full-text online access to 30+ journals published by 

University of California Press. Designed to meet your research needs, 

Caliber provides: 

• Full-text searching of enhanced pdfs 

• Comprehensive reference listing 

• Article pay-per-view and subscription options 

• Free articles and customizable e-mail alerts 

caliber.ucpress.net 

3S 

Caliber 

www.ucpressjournals.com 
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A Nation of Religions 
The Politics of Pluralism in 
Multireligious America 

STEPHEN PROTHERO, 
EDITOR 

"Brings together an assembly of 
distinguished scholars from a 
range of America's religious 
traditions—all engaged with the 
American project of pluralism. 
It is a splendid book and a 
landmark achievement." 
—Diana L. Eck, Harvard University 
304 pp. $49.95 c l / $19.95 pa 

Black Muslim Religion 
in the Nation of Islam, 
1960-1975 
E D W A R D E. CURTIS IV 

"Fair minded and thought 
provoking, this study provides 
easy-to-digest encapsulations of 
the Nation of Islam's history and 
teachings. It is a first-rate book 
with contemporary, transnational, 
and geopolitical relevance." 
—William LVan Deburg, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
256 pp. $49.95 cl/$19.95 pa 

* NEW IN PAPERBACK 

Freedom's Coming 
Religious Culture and the Shaping of the 
South from the Civil War through the 
Civil Rights Era 
PAUL HARVEY 

"A wonderful book, useful for classes, well written. 
... In properly bringing many unstudied and 
poorly studied characters to the forefront of 
southern history, it thinks wisely and widely 
about the places of religion in southern life." 
—Ted Own by, Church History 

"An excellent introduction to the complicated 
mix of politics and religion that took shape in 
the Jim Crow years."—Foreign Affairs 
360 pp. $21.95 pa 

Little Zion 
A Church Baptized by Fire 

SHELLY O'FORAN 
"Movingly tells'the half that has never been told,' 
effectively documenting the life, significance, 
and impact of a small rural antebellum church 
from the perspective of the African American 
church members."—Daryl Cumber Dance, 
author of Shuckin'and Jivin' 

"Weav[es] together oral testimony with written 
history, personal narratives with the larger 
struggle for civil rights, local memory with 
national media coverage, and the burning of one 
black church with a scourge of similar church 
burnings.The story starts with tragedy but ends 
with triumph and hope."—Patrick B. Mullen, 
Emeritus, Ohio State University 
288 pp., 24 illus. $49.95 cl / $19.95 Pa 

Healing at the Borderland of 
Medicine and Religion 
M I C H A E L H . C O H E N 

Pluralistic health care for the body and spirit. 

"Eloquently explores pathways to healing 
Opens our eyes to new ways to think about 
health—beyond the exclusivity of science 
and medicine to a wonderful array of different 
traditions and methodologies."—Lawrence Gostin, 
Georgetown University Law Center and the 
Center for Law and the Public's Health 
Studies in Social Medicine 
248 pp. $34.95 cl 

The University of North Caroli n a Press 
at bookstores or 800-848-6224 | www.uncpress.unc.edu 
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