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Abstract. We present a new database of circumstellar OH masers at 1612, 1665, and 1667 MHz.
The database contains 10774 observations and 2274 stars with OH maser emission detected. The
database contains flux densities and velocities of the two strongest maser peaks, the expansion
velocity of the shell and the radial velocity of the star. Access to the database is possible over
the Web (www.hs.uni-hamburg.de/maserdb), allowing cone searches for individual objects and
lists of objects. Object selection is possible on the base of flux densities and velocities.
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1. Introduction
Since the discovery of masers 40 years ago several thousand observations have been

made to detect masers in circumstellar shells. Comfortable tools to access these observa-
tions are lacking. The last catalogs listing 1612 MHz OH masers in AGB stars (“OH/IR
stars”) were published by te Lintel Hekkert et al. (1989) and Benson et al. (1990). The
te Lintel Hekkert et al. catalog contains detected OH masers with their flux densities and
velocities and covers the literature until 1984. The Benson et al. catalog lists references
to OH maser observations and covers the years until 1989. The number of detected 1612
OH Masers listed are 439 and 713 respectively. Since then the number of detected masers
has been almost tripled.

2. The database
The search of the literature started with the contents of the te Lintel Hekkert et al.

catalog. The additional literature search covers the years 1984 – 2006. The database
is considered to be (almost) complete for 1612 MHz detections, but contains no non-
detections published prior to 1984. For the main lines only measurements published after
1984 are contained. Only galactic masers were taken into account.

The database contains the coordinates of the maser, as well as flux densities and
velocities of the two strongest peaks. For the 1612 MHz masers these are usually the
outermost peaks, from which the radial velocity of the stars and the expansion velocity
of the circumstellar shells are calculated. For more complex spectra, as usually seen
for main-line masers, radial and expansion velocities are calculated from the outermost
peaks listed in the reference paper. Modifications to the original data have been logged
on the reference pages. A page compiling statistical data (galactic distribution, velocity
distributions etc.) gives an overview on the content of the database.

Database search is possible according to frequencies, coordinates, flux densities, and
velocities.
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Figure 1. Input mask. Adress: www.hs.uni-hamburg.de/maserdb

Figure 2. Sample output
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