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This book provides an overview of developments in the conservation and sustainable 
utilisation of Farm Animal Genetic Resources. It is based on presentations given at a 
conference on this subject co-organised by the British Society of Animal Science, the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the Rare Breeds Survival Trust and 
the Sheep Trust.

The book covers a range of develoments including:

Policy issues, including the growing international effort, led by the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations, to co-ordinate conservation of Farm 
Animal Genetic Resources • The growth in scientific knowledge in areas relevant to 
conservation, especially the quantitative and molecular genetic basis for conservation 
and reproductive techniques to support conservation • Methods of conservation and 
examples of conservation in practice.

Contents
Conservation of farm animal genetic resources - a global view • The conservation of animal 
genetic resources - a European perspective • Conservation of farm animal genetic 
resources - a UK national view • Evolution of Heritage GeneBank into The Sheep Trust: 
conservation of native traditional sheep breeds that are commercially farmed, 
environmentally adapted and contribute to the economy of rural communities • The UK 
Government policy on farm animal genetic resource conservation • Genetic variation within 
and among animal populations • Managing populations at risk • Experiences from plant GR 
conservation • Managing genetic resources in selected and conserved populations • The 
value of genome mapping for the genetic conservation of cattle • Conservation genetics of 
UK livestock: from molecules to management • Role of reproductive biotechnologies: global 
perspective, current methods and success rates • Role of new and current methods in 
semen technology for genetic resource conservation • Oocytes and assisted reproduction 
technology • The integration of cloning by nuclear transfer in the conservation of animal 
genetic resources • Biosecurity strategies for conservation of farm animal genetic resources 
• The role of rare and traditional breeds in conservation: the Grazing Animal Project • Use of 
molecular genetic techniques: a case study on the Iberian pig • UK rare breeds: population 
genetic analyses and implications for applied conservation • A UK conservation success 
story: Longhorn cattle, a case study • Conserving animal genetic resources: making priority 
lists of British and Irish livestock breeds •  Index
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British Society of Animal Science
(formerly British Society of Animal Production)

The British Society of Animal Science aims to provide the 
opportunity for those with an interest in animals and animal 
production to exchange views, ideas and information. It is an 
energetic and active society with about 900 members from over 
30 countries throughout the world. Today, as ever, the Society is 
the natural meeting point for all those with an interest in animal 
science. Its membership is drawn from research, education, 
advisory work, commerce and the practical livestock industry.

The Society organises a major scientific meeting every spring and 
occasional specialist meetings on key topical issues. If you would 
like to join or receive further information about the Society 
contact: The Chief Executive, BSAS, PO Box 3, Penicuik, Midlothian 
EH26 0RZ, UK, Tel: +44 (0)131 445 4508, Fax: +44 (0)131 535 3120, 
Email: BSAS@ed.sac.ac.uk, Web: www.bsas.org.uk

Animal Science

Animal Science, published six times a year both on-line and in 
print, is a major scientific journal of international repute, publishing 
fundamental and applied research including all aspects of the 
sciences relevant to an understanding of animals, their function 
and performance and their relationship to the social and physical 
environment. Research at the molecular, cellular, organ and 
system levels are all included along with research involving whole 
animals, production systems and mathematical modelling. Papers, 
both invited and submitted include areas covering breeding and 
genetics, nutrition and digestion, physiology and endocrinology, 
reproduction, lactation, health, behaviour, ethology and welfare, 
environment and housing, food evaluation and animal products.

Information regarding subscriptions and sales can be obtained 
from: BSAS Publications Dept, PO Box 3, Penicuik, Midlothian EH26 
0RZ, UK, Tel: +44 (0)131 445 4508, Fax: +44 (0)131 535 3120, Email: 
BSAS@ed.sac.ac.uk, Web: www.bsas.org.uk
 

British Society of Animal Science
Occasional Publications

The following Occasional Publications, published by the British Society of Animal 
Science, are now available from Nottingham University Press:

No. 14 	 New Developments in Sheep Production (1990)   
No. 15 	 Neonatal Survival and Growth (1992)
No. 16 	 Animal Production in Developing Countries (1993)
No. 17 	 Safety and Quality of Feed from Animals (1993)
No. 18 	 Livestock Production and Land Use in Hills and Uplands (1994)
No. 19 	 Breeding and Feeding the High Genetic Merit Dairy Cow (1995)
No. 20 	 Animal Choices (1997)
No. 21 	 Food, Lands and Livelihoods - Setting Research Agendas for Animal 
	 Science (1998)
No. 22 	 In Vitro Techniques for Measuring Nutrient Supply to Ruminants (1998)
No. 23 	 Farm Animal Welfare - Who Writes the Rules? (1999)
No. 26 	 Fertility in High Producing Dairy Cows - 2 volumes (2001)

The following BSAS Publications have been published by Nottingham University Press:

No. 29 	 Dairying: Using Science to Meet Consumers' Needs (2004)
No. 30 	 Farm Animal Genetic Resources (2004)
No. 31 	 The Appliance of Pig Science (2004)
No. 32 	 Emerging Equine Science (2004)
No. 33 	 Responding to the Livestock Revolution (2004)
No. 34 	 Herbivores: Assessment of Intake, Digestibility and the Roles of Secondary 
	 Compounds (2004)

To obtain Occasional Publications contact:

Nottingham University Press, Manor Farm, Thrumpton, Nottingham, NG11 0AX, UK
Tel: +44 115 9831011;  Fax: +44 115 9831003;  E-mail: orders@nup.com

Website: http://www.nup.com
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