XX THE MATHEMATICAL GAZETTE

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Kditor of the Mathematical Gazette.

DEAR Sir,—Your reviewer has given a friendly welcome to my books on
Dynamics published in 1929 and Statics published a few months ago, for which
I am duly grateful.

I should not now venture to address you on the subject were it not that on
p- 142 of the current volume of the Gazefte it is suggested that I may hold
certain opinion which perhaps in honesty I ought to repudiate. “ Mr. Ramsey
may regret the distinction ”—between ** academic ”” and * practical ”—* byt
his course is definitely ‘academic’” Now, Sir, despite the fact that on
opening the Statics at random I find four successive worked examples entitled
“(i) A cart wheel. (ii) A window sash with a broken cord. (iii) Braking of ¢
carriage on an inclined plane. (iv) A pair of compasses,” yet 1 willingly accept
your reviewer’s judgment that the book is *“ academic ”, and I am ready to
agree that it contains little that is ““ practical ” But may I say that so far
as I understand the distinction I greatly prefer the *“ academic ™ and regard
it as much the more useful in teaching the principles of a subject ?

May I add a word on another small point upon which your reviewer com.
ments : viz. the absence of any reference to the cylindroid ? It may be that
some of your readers, who took the Tripos in the old days, do not realize the
extent to which fashions changed with the abolition of the order of merit,
and how, with the growth of new knowledge, many things which are of interest,
in themselves but not of great importance have had to give place. Examina-
tions and courses of study at Cambridge now go hand in hand, and the cylin-
droid, though intrinsically beautiful, disappeared from Cambridge lectures and
examinations about twenty-five years ago. It would have been rather mis-
leading and in fact too ‘‘ academic >’ at this date to have introduced it into
a book mainly intended for schoolboys.—Your obedient servant,

Magdalene College, Cambridge. A. S. Ramsgy,
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