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Cover The calcareous skeleton of Acropora revealed 
following loss of symbiotic algae as a result of a change 
in water temperature. For coastal communities reliant on 
fisheries, such as in Aceh, Indonesia, appropriate conservation 
of coral reefs is vital for fisheries management and tourism, 
and hence local livelihoods. A bleaching event in May 2010 
caused high mortality of Acropora on natural and artificial 
reefs off Aceh, and throughout the Andaman Sea, highlighting 
the challenges of conserving local marine ecosystems in the face 
of threats caused by larger-scale processes such as global warming. 
For further details of this and other marine conservation issues 
in Aceh, see pp. 467–468 and 482–485. (Photograph © Peter 
Scoones/NaturePL.com).
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