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Wittgenstein’'s Ladder

Poetic Language and the Strangeness
of the Ordinary
MARJORIE PERLOFF

“Wittgenstein proposed to use ordinary language for
philosophy, Gertrude Stein used ordinary language
for poetry. The implications of these decisions are
what Perloff explores brilliantly.”—Guy Davenport

Cloth $27.95 296 pages 17 halftones

Black British Cultural Studies

A Reader

Edited by HOUSTON A. BAKER, JR.,
MANTHIA DIAWARA, and

RUTH H. LINDEBORG

“Essential reading for students and scholars interested
in contemporary criticism, African-American studies,
and cultural studies more generally.”

—Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Harvard University

*Paper $16.95 384 pages 4 halftones
Black Literature and Culture series

Giving Offense

Essays on Censorship
J. M. COETZEE

“In South African novelist Coetzee’s intriguing theo-
ry, censorship arises out of a paranoid mentality
when a dominant class, church or state, lashing out
in fear from a sense of latent powerlessness, suppress-
es a writer or artist whose truth-telling gives offense. .
.. These erudite essays form a powerful, bracing
critique of censorship in its many guises.”

—Publishers Weekly

Cloth $24.95 302 pages

Shakespeare from
the Margins

Language, Culture, Context
PATRICIA PARKER

“This is a very inventive, unusual, and timely book,
informed by Renaissance critical theory on the one
hand and by contemporary criticism, especially new
historicism, feminism, and gender studies, on the
other. One of Parker’s great contributions is to show
how these various critical traditions, which are often
imagined to be mutually exclusive, can actually be
made to work together.”—Katharine Maus,

University of Virginia, Charlottesville
*Paper $19.95 402 pages

Now IN PAPER

Boredom

The Literary History of a State of Mind
PATRICIA MEYER SPACKS

“Spacks’s enthusiasm about boredom, so to speak, is
infectious and convincing . . . she manages to tell a
spry and often illuminating literary history of bore-
dom. . . . it would be difficult not to be interested
in this book.”—Adam Phillips, New York Times

Book Review
Paper $16.95 304 pages

Writing Ground Zero

Japanese Literature and the Atomic Bomb
JOHN WHITTIER TREAT

“Writing Ground Zero demands that Western nuclear
criticism execute a dramatic turnaround: from
anticipation to aftermath, from writing about a
speculative nuclear referent to writing out of a real
and historical horror.”—Peter Schwenger, author

of Letter Bomb: Nuclear Holocaust and the

Exploding Word

Paper $16.95 508 pages 11 halftones

*Cloth edition available
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subscription to PMLA but two copies of all other publications), add $20 to dues category of higher-income member; foreign members, same as regular
members (use the American-dollar equivalent to ascertain the dues category). Membership applications are available on request.

The subscription price of PMLA for libraries and other institutions is $108. A subscription including a bound volume at the end of the year is $243,
domestic and foreign. Agents deduct 4% as their fee. Single copies of the January, March, May, and October issues may be obtained for $12 each; the
September (Directory) issue for $50; the November (Program) issue for $35.

Issues for the current year are available from the Member and Customer Services Office of the association (212 614-6381; membership @mla.org).
Claims for undelivered issues will be honored if they are received within one year of the publication date; thereafter the single-issue price will be charged.

For information about the availability of back issues, inquire of Periodical Service Company, Germantown, NY 12526; 914 941-4404. Early and
current volumes may be obtained on microfilm from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, MI 48106. Purchase of current volumes on film is restricted to
subscribers of the journal.

The office of publication and editorial offices are located at 10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981; 212 475-9500; pmla @mla.org.

All communications including notices of changes of address should be sent to the Member and Customer Services Office of the association. If a change
of address also involves a change of institutional affiliation, that office should be informed of this fact at the same time.
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