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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE ON AGING
(UNITED NATIONS - MALTA)

In order to help developing countries prepare for the
inevitable consequences of a dramatic increase in their elderly
populations, the International Institute on Aging (INIA) was
established in 1987 as an autonomous body under the auspices
of the United Nations. The main objectives of INIA are to
fulfil the training needs of developing countries and to
facilitate in a practical way the implementation of The Vienna
International Plan of Action on Aging (adopted by the 1982
World Assembly on Aging).

Training programme

INIA conducts three short-term courses annually; Social
Gerontology, Income Security for the Elderly in Developing
Countries and Medical Geriatrics; plus a long-term
postgraduate course in Gerontology (in conjunction with the
University of Malta). To date, a total of 176 candidates from
a wide range of developing countries (primarily sponsored
by UNDP and UNFPA) have participated in INIA's training
programmes.

International activities

A Collaborating Network of 102 organizations from SO
countries are able to exchange information through the UN
Electronic Information Network and UNICEF field offices.

Collaborative Agreements: INIA has developed
arrangements for active and close co-operation with 24 UN
specialized agencies and other organizations.

Research

INIA is collaborating with the WHO Programme for Research
on Aging on a study of 'Age-associated dementias'.

A consultancy mission by INIA in China in June 1990
resulted in the formulation of a four-year research project
on "The implications of the aging population on the support
systems for the elderly in both urban and rural China'.

Publications

A quarterly gerontological journal BOLD; Proceedings of the
Expert Group Meetings for the design of the curricula for
the four training courses; 16 country monographs on
population aging in a joint project with CICRED (France).
Video-tapes of INIA's training courses are also available.

Address: International Institute on Aging (United Nations -
Malta), 117 St Paul Street, Valletta, Malta.
Tel: (356) 243044/5/6. Telex: 1990 AGEUN MW. Fox: (356)
230248. Electronic Mail: UNC962.
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