Book reviews

current  biochemical and biotechnological
research in an enjoyable and thought-provoking
way. The far-reaching ideas are most convincing
and hopefully this book will be widely read. For
more detailed reading a full reference section is
included.

What's Wildlife Worth? by Robert and Christine
Prescott-Allen has a similar theme but a more
condensed style, providing a review of the many
and varied uses of wildlife. Again the potential
economic importance of wild species, particularly
to the developing world, is stressed. As the
authors state, ‘Wild plants and animals make their
greatest contribution to human survival and well-
being precisely in those poor rural economies
where their use is usually grossly underesti-
mated.’ In being all-embracing, coverage in parts
is sketchy, but as a catalogue of wildlife resources,
this book is invaluable. Again a useful reference
section is included.

Thinking purely in terms of economic benefits
offered by wildlife may be a little hard to accept
for those already converted to conservation. But
as the authors of these books imply, the intangible
value of wild life to animal and plant-lovers is not
enough to secure species conservation.

Sara Oldfield
Conservation Unit, Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, UK
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Not another book on orchids, one is inclined to
groan on seeing the word ‘orchid’ in a title. But
this one justifies itself by its excellence. Orchids
exercise an extraordinary fascination on the
public mind, many people believing them all to be
rare, with flowers on the general pattem of the
lady’s slipper. (On the other hand [ was once led
to a colony of toothwort Lathraea squamaria
which its finder believed to be bee orchids!) The
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very fine colour photographs in this book will
appeal to those who like orchids and other wild
flowers because they are beautiful—even the
twayblade is made to look attractive by a cunning
use of lighting. The text not only describes all the
European species and subspecies of orchid,
mentioning the numerous hybrids, but covers
their ecology, their extraordinary biology, where
to find them in Britain and Europe, and how to
photograph them. One useful tip [ gleaned: do
not think that every bee orchid you find with a
pointed lip is a wasp orchid; often bee orchid
plants have both kinds of lip, but each flower
starts off with the lip pointed and folds it down
underneath. In the true wasp orchid, a variety of
the bee, the lip never folds down.

Fourteen orchid species figure in the second
edition of the British Red Data Book of vascular
plants—flowering plants and ferns, which have
tissues that are wvascular, ie. they contain
channels for conducting liquids. It is good to see
this valuable publication, first reviewed in Oryx
(14, page 266), in a second and considerably
revised edition. Since 1977 six species have been
removed because they are now known from
more than 15 10-km squares (the qualification for
inclusion), one grass demoted for taxonomic
reasons and one dandelion because it was
wrongly identified. Two dandelions, one lady’s
mantle and one sedge, all recently discovered,
have been added, and the native status of wall
germander Teucrium chamaedrys has been
recognised. There is no change in the total
number of plants regarded as extinct (19)
because the loss of lamb’s succory Amoseris
minima and thorow-wax Bupleurum rotundi-
folium and the realisation that the orchid Ophrys
bertolonii was an ephemeral, have been bal-
anced by the rediscovery of another Bupleurum,
a fumitory and the brown bog-rush Schoenus
ferrugineus. Let us hope that like that famous
New Zealand bird, they will not be allowed to
become extinct again.

Richard Fitter

Both Wild Orchids of Britain and Europe and the
British Red Data Book: 1 Vascular Plants are
available from ffPS at £9-95 and £7-00 re-
spectively. The cost includes packing and 2nd
class inland/surface mail overseas (printed
matter) postage.
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