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Placing the fish-tail end of the spatula on the base of the tongue imme-
diately in front of the epiglottis and exerting pressure forwards is quite
sufficient to bring the interior of the larynx into full view, and the whole
of the operation can be carried out with the spatula in that position. For
the removal of the papillomata Dr. Paterson uses a form of forceps which
he has had constructed for the purpose. It is a forceps with a straight
shank, fashioned on the crocodile principle, and terminating in a beak
with cutting edges. From the bend on the shank to the tip the length is
nearly eight inches. It is used through the tube spatula and is lightly
built, so as to interfere with the view as little as possible. At the same
time it is capable of dealing with fairly tough tissue. Various forms of
beaks have been constructed to fit into the different parts of the larynx.

In operating, the forceps are introduced through the spatula and the
pieces are grasped and removed. If it is done rapidly the larynx can be
fairly cleared before haemorrhage shows itself to any extent. The two
parts of the larynx which are the most difficult to get at are the anterior
commissure and the subglottic space. It is here that recurrence is most
apt to take place, as the removal is often imperfect. To overcome this
Dr. Paterson has found the narrow beak forceps very serviceable, and
their use may be supplemented by a curette. For this purpose he has
employed a modification of Lori's curette.

The endo-laryngeal operation carried out by the direct method has
given Dr. Paterson such excellent results that he has no hesitation in
urging its adoption in the first instance in all cases of laryngeal papillo-
mata. Where recurrence takes place soon and is persistent he advises,
in addition, the wearing of a tracheotomy tube for a time. This has a
distinctly good effect in retarding the growth and enables the operator to
deal more thoroughly with the papillomata at each sitting.

Jobson Home.

EAR.
F alias, A.—Statistical Report of the Department of Oto-rhino-laryngology

at the Hospital Saint-Jean at Brussels, under Dr. V. Delsaux. " La
Presse Oto-Laryngologique Beige," January and February, 1906.

A record of the work of the year 1905, during which 3895 new
patients were seen, of whom 1471 came from other departments of the
hospital. Many of the interesting and important cases are reported in
detail; amongst them the following are recorded : two cases of fracture
of the external auditory canal from falls upon the chin ; a case of
carcinoma of the ear simulating Bezold's mastoiditis (the symptoms
in this case were discharge from the ear, and pain; then followed facial
paralysis, projection of the auricle, enlargement of the neighbouring
lymphatic glands, and swelling of the mastoid and the parts below it. The
diagnosis only became apparent at the operation) ; a case of subacute
otitis and severe mastoid pain in an hysterical subject in which the
mastoid was opened fruitlessly ; a case of tuberculosis of the nose,
persisting after several operations ; a case of acute rheumatic inflam-
mation of the larynx, with perichondritis, in a woman aged eighty-
three, which yielded to sodium salicylate ; a case of foreign body in the
larynx in a woman aged fifty-two (a sharp piece of bone, lodged in the
right pyriform fossa, was removed after eight days ; it had set up peri-
chondritis, and an abscess formed ; the patient recovered) ; a case of
hysterical oesophageal spasm cured by ablation of the hypertrophies
liutmal tonsil. Chichele Nourse.
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