
Volume 61, Number 4 October 2009

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

09
99

99
44

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887109999944


under the editorial sponsorship of

p r i n c e t o n  i n s t i t u t e  f o r 
i n t er nat i o na l  a n d  r e g i o na l  s t u d i es

published by cambridge university press

E D I T O R I A L  B O A R D
atul Kohli, Chair

lisa anderson, nancy bermeo, valerie J. bunce, mary gallagher,  
geoffrey garrett, Jeffrey herbst, herbert Kitschelt, lisa l. martin,  
Kevin o’rourKe, Karen l. remmer, James robinson, Kenneth scheve,  

marc trachtenberg, robert c. tucKer, dali yang

Editorial Committee: thomas J. christensen, g. John iKenberry, harold James,
atul Kohli, evan s. lieberman, douglas s. massey, Jonas pontusson, 

deborah J. Yashar

Associate Editors: charles r. Beitz, christina l. davis, amaney a. Jamal,
Jason lyall, grigore pop-eleches, Kristopher W. ramsay,  

andrea Vindigni, lynn t. White iii

Executive Editor: ilene p. cohen Assistant Editor: Joy M. scharfstein 
Secretary: patricia d. Zimmer 

the editors invite submission of articles, research notes, and review articles bearing upon problems in inter-
national relations and comparative politics. Manuscripts and notes should be double-spaced and submitted 
through the Web-based submission system, Manuscript central, at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/wp. 
World Politics guidelines permit submissions of up to 12,500 words in length, including notes and references 
(excluding tables, figures, and appendixes);  research notes may be up to 10,000 words in length, including notes. 
Word count should be indicated. Manuscripts that exceed the limit will not be considered. e-mail: ipcohen@ 
princeton.edu. guidelines for review articles, guidelines for special issues, tables of contents, and and other 
information can be found the World Politics home page, at http://www.princeton.edu/~piirs/publications/
world_politics.html. 

authors can expect to receive decisions on their submissions within four months. procedures for reviewing 
manuscripts are based on the anonymity of the author and the confidentiality of readers’ and editors’ reports; 
author anonymity is preserved, as well, during the editorial decision-making process. self-references should 
therefore be removed. referees are drawn from princeton and other institutions; published articles have usually 
been reviewed by at least one editor and two readers from other institutions. in the case of an article deemed 
to be inappropriate for World Politics, the editors strive to notify the author within three weeks of submission 
that the article has been withdrawn from consideration. 

referees for the previous calendar year are acknowledged annually in issue 4 of the journal. World Politics does 
not accept manuscripts that have already been published, are scheduled for publication elsewhere, or have 
been simultaneously submitted to another journal; this applies to both print and online formats. statements 
of fact and opinion appearing in the journal are made on the responsibility of the authors alone and do not 
imply the endorsement of the editors or publisher. the journal does not publish communications to the editor 
or rejoinders to specific articles. scholars who believe they have been challenged are encouraged to submit an 
article that will advance the scholarly debate. 

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

09
99

99
44

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887109999944


C O N T E N T S

No. 1— January 2009

International Relations Theory and the Consequences of Unipolarity
edited by

G. John Ikenberry, Michael Mastanduno, and William C. Wohlforth

Introduction: Unipolarity, State G. John Ikenberry,  
 Behavior, and Systemic Michael Mastanduno, and
 Consequences William C. Wohlforth 1

Unipolarity, Status Competition,   
 and Great Power War William C. Wohlforth 28

Legitimacy, Hypocrisy, and the Social  
 Structure of Unipolarity: Why Being a 
 Unipole Isn’t All It’s Cracked Up to Be Martha Finnemore 58

Alliances in a Unipolar World Stephen M. Walt 86

System Maker and Privilege Taker:    
 U.S. Power and the International 
 Political Economy Michael Mastanduno 121

Free Hand Abroad, Divide Jack Snyder, Robert Y. Shapiro,   
 and Rule at Home and Yaeli Bloch-Elkon 155

Unipolarity: A Structural Perspective Robert Jervis 188

 
No. 2—April 2009

Institutions, Partisanship, and Inequality  Kenneth Scheve and 
 in the Long Run  David Stasavage 215

The Competitive Road to Proportional  
 Representation: Partisan Biases and  
 Electoral Regime Change under
 Increasing Party Competition Ernesto Calvo 254

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

09
99

99
44

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887109999944


Revisiting the Role of Labor: Worker  
 Solidarity, Employer Opposition, and the  
 Development of Old-Age Pensions
 in the Netherlands and the  
 United Kingdom Dennie Oude Nijhuis 296

review articles

The Balance of Power in the Balance Daniel H. Nexon 330

Seeing Double: Human Rights Impact  
 through Qualitative and  Emilie M. Hafner-Burton 
 Quantitative Eyes and James Ron 360

No. 3— July 2009

Ethnonationalist Triads: Assessing the Lars-Erik Cederman, 
 Influence of Kin Groups on  Luc Girardin, and 
 Civil Wars Kristian Skrede Gleditsch 403

Distribution and Redistribution: The Torben Iversen and 
 Shadow of the Nineteenth Century David Soskice 438

Institutional Development through  
 Policy-Making: A Case Study of the
 Brazilian Central Bank Matthew M. Taylor 487

Putting the Political Back into Political 
 Economy by Bringing the State Back
 in Yet Again Vivien A. Schmidt 516

review article

Ironies of State Building: A Comparative Desmond King and
 Perspective on the American State           Robert C. Lieberman     547

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

09
99

99
44

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887109999944


no. 4—October 2009

Inequality and Democracy: Why Inequality 
 Harms Consolidation but Does Not 
 Affect Democratization Christian Houle 589

National Design and State Building in 
 Sub-Saharan Africa Cameron G. Thies 623

Enlarging the Varieties of Capitalism:   
 The Emergence of Dependent Market Andreas Nölke and
 Economics in East Central Europe Arjan Vliegenthart 670

The Real but Limited Influence of 
 Expert Ideas Johannes Lindvall 703

review article

The Political Economy of Global Richard Deeg and
 Finance Capital Mary A. O’Sullivan  731

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

09
99

99
44

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887109999944


Vol. 61 • October 2009 • No. 4

contents

inequality and democracy: Why inequality 
 Harms consolidation but does not 
 affect democratization Christian Houle 589

national design and state Building in 
 sub-saharan africa Cameron G. Thies 623

enlarging the Varieties of capitalism:   
 the emergence of dependent Market Andreas Nölke and
 economies in east central europe Arjan Vliegenthart 670

the real but limited influence of 
 expert ideas Johannes Lindvall 703

review article

the political economy of global Richard Deeg and
 finance capital Mary A. O’Sullivan  731 

index to Volume 61    764

the contributors ii

abstracts  iii

referees 2008 v

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

09
99

99
44

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887109999944


t H e  c o n t r i B u t o r s

christian houle is a doctoral candidate in the department of political science, university of 
rochester. He is completing a dissertation about the relationship between inequality, economic 
development, and democracy. He can be reached at choule@mail.rochester.edu. 

cameron g. thies is an associate professor of political science at the university of iowa.  His 
current work focuses on state building and the international relations of the developing world.  
He can be reached at cameron-thies@uiowa.edu. 

andreas nölKe is a professor of political science at goethe university frankfurt and 
program coordinator at the amsterdam research centre on corporate governance regulation 
(arccgor). He is coeditor of The Transnational Politics of Corporate Governance Regulation (2007) 
and of Transnational Private Governance and Its Limits (2008). He can be reached at a.noelke@soz.
uni-frankfurt.de. 

arJan vliegenthart is an assistant professor of political science and international affairs 
at Vrije universiteit amsterdam. also affiliated with the amsterdam research centre on 
corporate governance regulation (arccgor), he is currently working on a dissertation that 
deals with emerging corporate governance systems in the Visegrad four. He can be reached at 
a.vliegenthart@fsw.vu.nl.  

Johannes lindvall is a postdoctoral fellow in comparative government at the university 
of oxford and a fellow of lincoln college, oxford. He can be reached at johannes.lindvall@
politics.ox.ac.uk.

richard deeg is a professor of political science at temple university. His publications include 
Finance Capitalism Unveiled: Banks and the German Political Economy (1999). He has also published 
numerous journal articles on german and european political economy, financial market change, 
and federalism.  His current research focuses on causes and mechanisms of institutional change 
in financial systems. He can be reached at rdeeg@temple.edu. 

mary a. o’sullivan is an associate professor in management at the Wharton school of 
the university of pennsylvania. she is the author of Contests for Corporate Control: Corporate 
Governance and Economic Performance in the United States and Germany (2000) and is working on  
her second book, tentatively titled, Bonding and Sharing Corporate America: Securities Markets, 
Industrial Dynamics and Corporate Enterprise, 1885–1930. she has also published a variety of 
journal articles on the history and theory of corporate governance, comparative financial systems, 
and the history of corporate finance and securities markets. she can be reached at mosulliv@
wharton.upenn.edu. 

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
43

88
71

09
99

99
44

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0043887109999944


a B s t r a c t s

inequality and democracy

why inequality harms consolidation but does not affect democratization

By cHristian Houle
under what conditions do democracies emerge and consolidate? recent theories suggest 

that inequality is among the leading determinants of both democratization and consolidation. 
By contrast, this article argues that inequality harms consolidation but has no net effect on 
democratization. the author shows that the existing theories that link inequality to democra-
tization suffer from serious limitations: (1) they are useful only for understanding transitions 
from below and thus do not apply to many other transitions (that is, those from above); (2) even 
for democratization from below, their predictions are unlikely to hold, since inequality actually 
has two opposite effects; and (3) they ignore collective action problems, which reduces their 
explanatory power. However, these objections do not affect the relationship between inequality 
and consolidation. in particular, while inequality has two opposite effects on the probability of 
transition to democracy, it unambiguously increases the probability of transition away from de-
mocracy. this article conducts the most comprehensive empirical test to date of the relationship 
between inequality and democracy. it finds no support for the main democratization theories. 
contrary to what they predict, estimation suggests neither a monotonic negative nor an inverted 
u-shaped relationship. Yet inequality increases the probability of backsliding from democracy 
to dictatorship.

national design and state building in sub-saharan africa

By caMeron g. tHies
this article examines the political geography of state building in contemporary sub-saharan 

africa.  the absence of interstate war has produced a unique situation for contemporary state 
builders in africa—they have inherited states with relatively fixed borders encapsulating a 
variety of environmental and geographic conditions, compounded by varying distributions of 
population densities.  the author examines the effects of a variety of strategies that african 
rulers have employed to enhance their state-building efforts given the type of national design 
they inhabit.  these strategies include the allocation of citizenship, interventions in land tenure 
patterns, and the adoption and management of national currencies.  the author tests the effects 
of these strategies on several dimensions of state capacity in sub-Saharan Africa from 1960 to 
2004 using a variety of statistical analyses.  the results indicate that the strategies currently 
adopted by african rulers have generally failed to substantially augment their capacity.

enlarging the varieties of capitalism

the emergence of dependent marKet economies in east central europe

By andreas nölKe and arJan VliegentHart
this article enlarges the existing literature on the varieties of capitalism by identifying a 

third basic variety that does not resemble the liberal market economy or coordinated market 
economy types. the dependent market economy (dme) type, as it is named by the authors, is 
characterized by the importance of foreign capital for the socioeconomic setup and is located in 
postsocialist Central Europe. Since the collapse of state socialism in the late 1980s, the Czech 
republic, Hungary, poland, and the slovak republic have introduced a rather successful model 
of capitalism when compared with other postsocialist states. this article identifies the key 
elements of the dme model and discusses their interplay. dmes have comparative advantages 
in the assembly and production of relatively complex and durable consumer goods. these 
comparative advantages are based on institutional complementarities between skilled, but 
cheap, labor; the transfer of technological innovations within transnational enterprises; and the 
provision of capital via foreign direct investment.
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the real but limited influence of expert ideas

By JoHannes lindVall
a number of influential studies in political science argue that important economic policy 

changes in the rich democracies since the mid-1970s were caused by the introduction of new 
economic ideas. this article claims that while experts exert strong influence over the selection of 
policy instruments, their influence over the formulation of policy objectives is much weaker. in 
the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, the predominance of Keynesianism in Austria and Denmark did 
not lead austrian and danish governments to maintain low unemployment longer than sweden, 
where Keynesianism was less strong. But it did lead them to regard fiscal policy as an instrument 
that can be used to control the level of activity in the economy, while their swedish counterparts 
relied instead on exchange rate and monetary policy.

the political economy of global finance capital

By ricHard deeg and MarY a. o’sulliVan
the globalization of finance in recent years and the concurrent growth in the financial sector’s 

influence, manifested most dramatically in the recent financial crisis, highlights the importance 
for political scientists of understanding the political economy of global finance. the authors 
review six important books that are representative of recent thinking by political scientists on the 
topic. they address the central questions that have been at the heart of the literature on global 
finance from its beginning in new and interesting ways. the most important developments 
highlighted in this article are the move from a predominant focus on state-centered patterns 
of regulation to the consideration of transnational governance regimes that mix public and 
private regulation; the effort to understand the causal forces that shape the political economy 
of global finance by allowing for an interaction among interests, institutions, and ideas; and 
giving increased attention to new sources of systemic risk in the global financial system, as 
well to the consequences for domestic politics of interactions with the global financial system. 
notwithstanding the progress that has been made in coming to grips with the political economy 
of global finance, the authors highlight a number of questions that need to be addressed in future 
research. although various nonstate actors have been recognized as important in the constitution 
of the rules of global finance, it is also necessary to understand the behavior of the actors who 
enact these rules. it is also important to generate evidence that forges some agreement on the 
causes of the globalization of finance, especially as the arguments made become more complex. 
finally, there is a need for a more realistic assessment of the costs and benefits of financialization 
at the global and national levels.  this last challenge is essential for a thorough understanding of 
the current global financial crisis.

authorization to photocopy items for internal or personal use, or the internal or personal 
use of specific clients, is granted by cambridge university press for libraries and other users 
registered with the copyright clearance center (ccc) transactional reporting service, 
provided that the fee of $3.25 per article is paid directly to ccc, 222 rosewood drive, 
Danvers, MA 01923.                                                          0043-88 71/94 $03.25
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