
S t a t e and Socie ty — I I 

t h o s e i n l a t e r w r i t t e n s o u r c e s . Jung s a i d he had no t used any 
s o u r c e s l a t e r than S h u i j i n g zhu . L a s t l y , a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e 
should be taken i n t o account , i d e a l l y producing a comprehensive map 
of Shang and Zhou place names c o r r e l a t e d w i th a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s . 
Jung r e g r e t t e d not t o have had access t o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l m a t e r i a l s , so 
t h a t he had f o r c i b l y f a l l e n s h o r t of h i s goal . 

Jao Tsung-yi began h i s comments by rev iewing previous l i t e r a t u r e 
on Shang place names, such as the a r t i c l e by Wang Guowei and a very 
i n s p i r i n g one by Gu J i e g a n g ( | - £% ^ £ & %z &q jf j ^ ) . I t had 
been Gu's t h e s i s t h a t w i t h t h e e x p a n d i n g g e o g r a p h i c a l a r e a of t h e 
Shang empi re , names of c e n t r a l p l aces were repea ted in the ou t ly ing 
reg ions , so t h a t whereas in the e a r l i e r pe r iod , a l l p lace names had 
to be l o c a t e d i n t h e v i c i n i t y of Yinxu, t h i s was no l o n g e r t r u e i n 
t h e l a t e r p e r i o d s . The p r i n c i p l e p r e v i o u s l y employed t o a l w a y s 
choose the p o s s i b i l i t y c l o s e s t t o Yinxu when t h e r e was a d isagreement 
about the l o c a t i o n of a p lace should be r econs ide r ed , Jao suggested. 
In f a c t , t h e a r c h a e l o l g i c a l f i n d s of t h e l a s t t h r e e d e c a d e s had 
abundantly shown how far the c e n t r a l power of the Shang roya l house 
e x t e n d e d , a t l e a s t i n t h e l a t e r p e r i o d . There was a need f o r a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e s u r v e y and r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of o rac le -bone geography. 
Jung Bor-sheng sa id he very much agreed w i t h t h i s . He was h imsel f not 
s a t i s f i e d w i t h h i s r e s u l t of hav ing v i r t u a l l y a l l the a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p lace names of Shang l oca t ed wi th in the c e n t r a l p a r t s of t h e h e a r t ­
l a n d s ; even l e s s so w i t h Matsumaru ' s l o c a t i n g o v e r 100 h u n t i n g 
grounds w i t h i n a 12-20 km. r a d i u s around Anyang. 

V i rg in i a Kane pointed out t h a t Jung had f a i l e d to p e r i o d i z e h i s 
m a t e r i a l . Jung r e p l i e d he had pe r iod ized a l l evidence about fangguo 
35 §D , a s s e r t i n g t h a t due t o t h e n a t u r e of t h e m a t e r i a l , i t was 
hard ly f e a s i b l e t o p e r i o d i z e the r e s t . As t o a r e a s of a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t y , t h e y would n o t p r o b a b l y have moved a l o t . Kane s a i d she 
was c o n v i n c e d t h a t p e r i o d i z a t i o n c o u l d r e v e a l many i n t e r e s t i n g 
d e v e l o p m e n t s of Shang h i s t o r y , e .g . , changes i n g e o g r a p h i c a l 
emphasis, and e s p e c i a l l y t h e c i r cums tances surrounding the conquest 
of Yin by t h e Zhou. 

3 1 . DAVID N. KEIGHTLEY (Un ive r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , Berkeley) 
KINGSHIP AND KINSHIP: THE ROYAL LINEAGES OF LATE SHANG 

ABSTRACT: 

On t h e b a s i s of i n s c r i p t i o n a l e v i d e n c e , i t i s p roposed t h a t t h e 
fol lowing p r i n c i p l e s governed t h e s y s t e m of s u c c e s s i o n and i n h e r i ­
tance among the l i n e a g e s forming t h e Shang dynasty: 
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(1) The g r e a t Royal L ineage c o n s i s t e d of c e r t a i n k i n g s (Grea t 
A n c e s t o r s ) and t h e i r c o n s o r t s , s e l e c t e d from a f e d e r a t i o n of t e n 
p a t r i l i n e a g e s , named by the t en kan 4 - s t ems ; these p a t r i l i n e a g e s 
were l inked by t i e s of marr iage and consanguin i ty . 

(2) Kan names were i n h e r i t e d t h r o u g h t h e male l i n e ; s o n s and 
daughters both i n h e r i t e d the kan name of t h e i r b i o l o g i c a l f a the r . 

(3) M a r r i a g e was exogamous ; a male c o u l d no t marry a f e m a l e 
bear ing the same kan name as h i s own; nor could he, i n genera l , marry 
a female who bore the same kan name as h i s mother. 

(A) When k ingsh ip remained in the same genera t ion i t passed from 
one c l a s s i f i c a t o r y "bro ther" t o another . When kingship descended a 
genera t ion , i t passed not from the king to h i s son, but from the king 
t o h i s c o n s o r t ' s s i s t e r ' s son . Only a k ing who was t h e son of a 
k ing ' s c o n s o r t ' s s i s t e r and whose c o n s o r t ' s s i s t e r was the mother of 
a king was e l i g i b l e for Great Ancestor s t a t u s . 

(5) Kings of t h e same g e n e r a t i o n had to be of d i f f e r e n t kan ; 
when a kan l i n e a g e had o c c u p i e d t h e k i n g s h i p i n one g e n e r a t i o n , i t 
could not do so again in the gene ra t i on immediate ly succeeding. 

(6) Towards t h e end of the dynas ty , t he two s t r o n g e s t l i neages , 
Ting ~~f and Yi ^ , dominated the k ingsh ip i n a l t e r n a t e gene ra t ions . 

(7) The re i s some e v i d e n c e f o r t h e e x i s t e n c e of two m o i e t i e s 
which were, i d e a l l y , to pass the k ingsh ip between them in a l t e r n a t e 
g e n e r a t i o n s . 

The paper focuses on p r i n c i p l e s (1) , (2) , and — the crux of the 
a rgument — ( 4 ) . Four a p p e n d i x e s d e a l w i t h g e n e a l o g i c a l c a s e 
s t u d i e s , kan l i n e a g e s , s o r o r a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s , and t r a d i t i o n a l kin 
t e rms . 

DISCUSSION: 

ON THE SOURCES OF KEIGHTLEY'S ANALYSIS: 

K. C. Chang s a i d t h a t he had no g e n e r a l o b j e c t i o n s t o David 
Ke igh t l ey ' s hypo thes i s . One of h i s ques t ions of d e t a i l was, however, 
whether i t was f e a s i b l e to u t i l i z e Er ya, which i s a Han compi la t ion , 
t o exp la in the use of k i n s h i p te rms in Shang. Keight ley r e p l i e d t h a t 
t h i s was a very fo rce fu l po in t ; but he had not f i r s t read Er ya and 
t hen looked a t t h e o r a c l e - b o n e i n s c r i p t i o n s , bu t had only found i n 
Er ya evidence t h a t seemed to match the ep igraph ic evidence f a i r l y 
w e l l . He d i d n o t w i s h t o p r e s s h i s p o i n t on Fu Z i , h o w e v e r , 
Keight ley cont inued. He f rankly admi t t ed not t o know who he or she 
was, and had only wanted t o o f fe r a sugges t ion . 
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Noel Barna rd a s k e d w h e t h e r t h e sy s t em of k i n s h i p r e l a t i o n s 
Keight ley had a r r i v e d a t was d e r i v e d from t h e o r a c l e i n s c r i p t i o n s 
themselves . Keight ley answered t h a t he r e l i e d on Shi j i for some of 
the evidence for g e n e r a t i o n a l success ion; but when fu r the r p ressed , 
he a s s e r t e d he could work i t out w i thou t the help of the Shi j i , and 
n o t e d t h a t he was i n d i s a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e Sh i j i on a number of 
po in t s , as might a l s o be seen in h i s paper. Keight ley had t o concede 
a l a r g e p a r t of h i s model was c o n j e c t u r e , and he wished he had more 
s t a r s in h i s c h a r t s t o show g e n e a l o g i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s a t t e s t e d by 
t h e i n s c r i p t i o n s . 

ON GENEALOGY 

Ken-ichi Takashima, who admi t t ed t h a t Shang family r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
were even harder t o f i gu re out than grammatica l ones , inqu i red about 
the o r i g i n of the da s h i j^jf\ and t h e meaning of t h e term in Shang. 
Keight ley sa id i t was unknown when e x a c t l y the term appeared for the 
f i r s t t i m e , and he c o n f e s s e d n o t t o be s u r e a b o u t t h e e x a c t meaning 
of da s h i and xiao s h i >J i ~r\ in the orac le -bone i n s c r i p t i o n s . 

Pau l S e r r u y s t u r n e d t h e d i s c u s s i o n to t h e g e n e a l o g y i n t h e 

i n s c r i p t i o n s of the Shi Qiang pan §^ t g j "§& . I t s pat ron obviously 
considered h imsel f t o be descended from a major Shang f ami ly , ending 
h i s pedigree w i th one Yazu Zu Xin ^ g ^ E L / f a . % . If we knew who t h i s 
was, Serruys s a id , then we should be ab l e to t e s t Ke igh t l ey ' s hypo­
t h e s i s . Kane asked Keight ley t o comment in genera l on the genealogy 
documented on t h e Sh i Qiang pan , w h e r e , i f K e i g h t l e y ' s h y p o t h e s i s 
were c o r r e c t , a l l male a n c e s t o r s would have had t h e same c y c l i c a l 
d e s i g n a t i o n , which o b v i o u s l y was no t t h e ca se i n t h i s i n s c r i p t i o n . 
K e i g h t l e y s a i d i t might be q u i t e p o s s i b l e no t to name o n e ' s b i o ­
l o g i c a l a n c e s t o r s i n t h i s kind of a p e d i g r e e , but t o fol low l i n e s of 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d success ion . Ser ryus repea ted t h a t a t any r a t e t h e 
p a n ' s p a t r o n d i d c l a i m d e s c e n t from t h e Shang, and t h e i n s c r i p t i o n 
contained both Shang and Zhou l i n g u i s t i c e lements . 

ON POLITICS 

David N i v i s o n t r i e d t o compare t h e Shang p o l i t i c a l sy s t em t o 
t h a t of 16th Century Turkey, where the p r ince who emerged v i c t o r i o u s 
from the s t r u g g l e ended up having to k i l l a l l h i s b r o t h e r s and ha l f -
b r o t h e r s a s a n e c e s s a r y s e c u r i t y d e v i c e . K e i g h t l e y r e sponded t h a t 
t h e Shang sy s t em as r e c o n s t r u c t e d by him was no t a t a l l l i k e t h a t . 
The a im of such a c o m p l i c a t e d s y s t e m of s u c c e s s i o n was t o p r o v i d e 
s t a b i l i t y by g i v i n g each one of t h e t e n c e n t r a l l i n e a g e s a s h a r e of 
r o y a l power . By t h e same t o k e n , t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d w o r s h i p of 
both deceased k ings and queens was an ex tens ion of t h e s ecu l a r power 
system designed to appease the l i n e a g e s exc lu d ed from r o y a l power . 
Th i s sy s t em made i t p o s s i b l e t o w o r s h i p e v e r y l i n e a g e i n t u r n , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y when i t was no t h o l d i n g s e c u l a r power . The s y s t e m 
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suffered a d e c l i n e , however, when a t the c lose of the Yinxu period 
the Yi and Ding l i neages monopolized royal power. This may have 
triggered dissat isfact ion among the other lineages and eventually the 
conquest of Shang by Zhou, who abol ished the a l ready i ne f f ec t i ve 
system. I n t e r e s t i n g l y , the roya l marriage system of the Zhou was 
designed purposely to avoid the shar ing of royal power, which was 
achieved by the king marrying a l l h i s conso r t ' s s i s t e r s ( thereby 
reducing the number of male in-laws). 

Hsu Chin-hsiung wondered i f the complicated system of power 
shar ing had never caused any c o n f l i c t ; Keightley r ep l i ed t h a t of 
course i t had, which was the reason for Zu J i a ' s reforms. Chang 
Tsung-tung asked whether the absence of J ia lineage members from the 
throne after Zu J ia was to be explained by assuming that a l l J ias had 
been sacrif iced; Keightley suggested his system of J ia demotion as a 
more probable a l te rna t ive of what might have occurred. 
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