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13–17 April 2008 
9th Congress of the European Federation of 
Sexology
Rome, Italy
Organiser: European Federation of Sexology
Contact: Dr Rosi Romagnolo
Email: r.romagnolo@aimgroup.it
Website: http://www.aimgroup.it/2008/efs

14–15 April 2008
From Innovations to Practice: The Promise 
and Challenge of Achieving Recovery For All
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, USA
Organiser: Center for Psychiatric 
Rehabilitation, Boston University
Contact: Joan Rapp joanrapp@bu.edu 
Website: http://www.bu.edu/cpr/workshops/ 

15–17 April 2008
4th International Conference on Psychiatry: 
Globalization, Psychiatry and Mental Health 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
Organiser: Saudi Psychiatric Association
Contact: Dr Mohamed Khaled
Email: moh.khaled@gmail.com

16–20 April 2008
Reflections and Ideas for Innovation 
Psychiatry Conference
Fiuggi, Italy
Organiser: WPA Section on Ecology, Psychiatry 
and Mental Health
Contact: Dr Giuseppe Spinetti
Email: gspinetti@libero.it 

17–19 April 2008
Annual Conference of the African Associ
ation of Psychiatrists and Allied Professions: 
Mental Health and Social Changes
Ibadan, Nigeria
Organiser: African Association of Psychiatrists 
and Allied Professions
Contact: Dr Oye Gureje
Email: ogureje@comui.edu.ng

3–8 May 2008
APA Annual Meeting
Washington, DC, USA
Organiser: American Psychiatric Association
Website: http://www.psych.org/edu/ann_
mtgs/am/08/index.cfm 

12–13 May 2008
Conflict, Mental Health and Making the 
Peace
London, UK
Organiser: London Institute of Psychiatry
Contact: N. D. Minton MD

Email: nd.minton@btopenworld.com

22–25 May 2008
18th Alzheimer Europe Conference
Oslo, Norway
Email: maija.juva@nasjonalforeningen.no
Website: http://www.alzheimer-
conference2008.org/ 

29–31 May 2008 
International Congress of Dual Pathology
Madrid, Spain 
Organiser: Spanish Society of Dual Pathology
Contact: Carolina Garcia Sicilia
Email: secretariat@cipd2008.com
Website: http://www.cipd2008.com

Forthcoming international events 
19–21 June 2008
WPA Thematic Conference on Depression 
and Other Common Mental Disorders in 
Primary Care
Granada, Spain
Organiser: Wonca-Europe, the Spanish 
Psychiatric Association and the Spanish Society 
of Family and Community Medicine (SEMFYC)
Contact: Dr Francisco Torres-Gonzalez
Email: ftorres@ugr.es; patricia@fase20.com
Website: http://www.WPA2008granada.org

12–15 July 2008 
Brain Development and Learning 
Conference
Vancouver, Canada 
Email: devcogneuro@gmail.com,  
melinda.mackey@gmail.com
Website: http://www.interprofessional.ubc.
ca/bdl.html 

13–17 July 2008 
XXVI CINP Congress 2008
Munich, Germany 
Website: http://www.cinp2008.com

25–30 August 2008
13th World Congress of the International 
Association for the Scientific Study of 
Intellectual Disabilities (IASSID) 
Cape Town, South Africa
Website: http://www.iassid.org

27–30 August 2008
12th European Symposium on Suicide and 
Suicidal Behaviour
Glasgow, Scotland
Email: organising@esssb12.org

19–25 September 2008
14th World Congress of Psychiatry
Prague, Czech Republic
Website: http://www.wpa-prague2008.cz

26–29 September 2008
11th Congress for Bridging Eastern and 
Western Psychiatry
Antalya, Turkey
Website: http://www.turkeybipolar.com/

17–19 October 2008
3rd International Conference on 
Schizophrenia
Chennai, India
Organiser: Schizophrenia Research Foundation 
(SCARF)
Contact: Dr R. Thara
Email: SCARF@vsnl.com 
Website: http://www.icons-scarf.org 

28–31 October 2008
International Conference on Priorities in 
Health Care
Gateshead, UK
Email: eileen.coope@ncl.ac.uk 

30 October–2 November 2008
13th Pacific Rim College of Psychiatrists 
Meeting
Tokyo, Japan 
Website: http://www.prcp2008.org/

6–8 November 2008
2nd International Conference on Intellectual 
Disability/Mental Retardation 
Bangkok, Thailand
Organiser: World Health Organization (WHO)
Contact: Dr Shekhar Saxena
Email: bangkokconference2007@ssss.gouv.
qc.ca
Website: http://www.bangkok-id-conference.
org
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Report on Kenya project

Sir: The Royal College of Psychiatrists has been sup
porting a Kenyan project to develop a training 

programme in child and adolescent mental health since 
2005. Kenya has a population of 34 million, of whom 40% 
are aged 14 or under. Many children have moved away 
from their families, often as a result of AIDS/HIV, family dis
integration and rejection, to live on the streets of the major 
cities and towns. Consequently, there are at least a quarter 
of a million street children, many of whom are engaged in 
problematic behaviour such as stealing, begging, prostitu
tion and drug misuse. Many appear in the juvenile courts, 
with disposals that seldom meet their needs.

In 2003, in the context of a larger mental health develop-
ment project under the auspices of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the Kenyan Ministry of Health, a 
situation needs assessment by the International Institute 
for Special Needs Offenders (IISNO) found that there was 
a dearth of dedicated services to provide for the special 
needs of children with mental health problems caught up 
in legal proceedings. As a result, the College was asked for 
help to support educational activities that would further the 
develop ment of mental health services for these children. The 
initial needs assessment was extended with the help of local 
experts and a training initiative was  developed between the 
College, IISNO and the Kenyan Ministry of Health, Probation 
Service and the Department of Psychiatry at the University of 
Nairobi. This culminated in a 1-week conference for senior 
staff in September 2006, designed to equip participants with 
the skills and knowledge to identify mental health disorders 
in children, as well as to develop comprehensive joint inter-
sectoral intervention  strategies for these children.

The University of Central Lancashire, UK, undertook an 
independent evaluation of the project in June 2007 and con-
cluded it had resulted in significant change. Joint working 
across agencies dealing with children with mental health 
problems in the juvenile justice system has markedly improved 
and new services are being set up. Curricula and standards 
in related social work courses have been revised and the 
Vice-President of the Republic has agreed to form a group 
to develop a new, proactive policy for juvenile  offenders. A 
youth section within the Probation Service has been estab-
lished and a youth offending team is being  developed. The 
Probation Service has drafted a standard assessment tool that 
is being piloted, and multidisciplinary child and adolescent 
mental health assessment centres are planned at Kenyatta 
and Mathari hospitals, which could also serve as model 
training centres for the East Africa region.

Further work is planned, including child mental health 
training for the developing youth offending team and staff at 
the planned assessment centres.

Michael van Beinum,1 Caleb J. Othieno,2 Dorothy 
Tonak,3 Anne Atieno Obondo3 and Sue Bailley4

1Andrew Lang Clinic, Viewfield Lane, Selkirk, Scotland 
2Department of Psychiatry, University of Nairobi, Kenya

3International Institute of Special Needs Offenders, Faculty of Health, 
University of Central Lancashire, Preston, UK

4Professor of Forensic Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,  University of 
Central Lancashire, Preston, UK

The MRCPsych and Hong Kong 
trainee representation

Sir: Sherry Chan joined our senior house officer 
(SHO) rotation when she was unable to take 

the MRCPsych Part I OSCEs due to the SARS epidemic. She 
was a Hong Kong candidate who was unhappy with the 
arrangements that the College instituted as a response to 
the situation. They had imposed a quarantine of 14 days 
(following Home Office guidance?). Even worse was the 
lack of adequate information for Hong Kong trainees. As a 
group they did not have an appropriate mechanism to com
municate with the College. When I joined the Psychiatric 
Trainees Committee (PTC), I thought that it was imperative 
that trainees in the overseas divisions have adequate rep
resentation. I remembered the SARS episode and thought 
that the chaos caused by poor communication should not 
be repeated. Sherry helped me get in touch with the Hong 
Kong Trainees Committee through a colleague. 

As mentioned in my letter in the April 2007 issue, I was 
able to set up a meeting with the Hong Kong Trainees Com-
mittee in November 2006. They were pleased to meet with 
me and expressed a long-felt need for a say in training and 
examination issues. Some of those concerns have since come 
to pass. The new MRCPsych structure has created anxiety 
among both Hong Kong trainees and trainers. There was 
special concern over how the workplace-based assess ments 
were to be implemented. Hong Kong trainees were worried 
that it would become difficult for them to sit the MRCPsych. 

It was fortunate that the College backed my proposal for 
a Hong Kong trainee representative to sit on the PTC at such 
a crucial time. Dr Yat Chow was elected by the Hong Kong  
Trainees Committee to take on that role and attended the PTC 
residential conference in October. He was able to highlight 
concerns about the exams and also to inform us of the value 
Hong Kong trainees place on the MRCPsych. At the confer-
ence he had the opportunity to meet with the Dean, Professor 
Bhugra, who reassured him that the College would be in close 
contact with the Hong Kong College of Psy chiatrists about the 
issue and that the matter could be resolved. His attendance 
at that conference was useful in getting Hong Kong trainee 
voices heard, but it also drove home to the rest of us that 
the College is an inter national body: more than 15% of its 
member ship comes from overseas.

The Board of International Affairs has backed the idea of 
trainee representation in the overseas divisions and a trainee 
representative has been appointed for the West Pacific 
Division. More divisions are likely to have trainee representa-
tives. It is hoped that this facilitates better communication 
and ensures that, as important stakeholders in the College, 
trainees’ voices are heard. The College is listening.

Allen Kharbteng MRCPsych
Trainee Representative to the Board of International Affairs

Correspondence is welcome either on articles published in 
International Psychiatry or on aspects of current policy and 
practice in psychiatry in different countries. Letters should be 
sent to: Amit Malik MRCPsych, Consultant Psychiatrist, Hampshire 
Partnership NHS Trust, UK, email ip@rcpsych.ac.uk.
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