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Negation is at the core of human language; without nega-
tion there can be no denial, contradiction, irony, or lies.
This book examines the form and function of negative
sentences in a variety of languages and offers state-of-
the-art surveys of the acquisition of negation by children,
its processing by adults, its historical development, and
its interaction with other operators and predicates within
natural language sentences. Topics covered include the
nature of negative polarity, the phenomenon of pleonastic
or illogical negation, and the role of morphological,
syntactic, semantic, pragmatic, and typological factors in
negative expression.
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Cognitive Linguistics presents a forum for linguistic
research of all kinds on the interaction between
language and cognition. Cognitive linguistics focuses
on language as an instrument for organizing, processing
and conveying information, and the journal is devoted
to high-quality research on topics such as:

e the structural characteristics of natural language
categorization (such as prototypicality, cognitive
models, metaphor, and imagery)

the functional principles of linguistic organization
(such as iconicity)

the conceptual interface between syntax and semantics
the relationship between language and thought,
including matters of universality and language
specificity

the experiential background of language-in-use, includ-
ing the cultural background, the discourse context, and
the psychological environment of linguistic performance.
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