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People have been digging in the ground for useful minerals for thousands of years.
Mineral materials are the foundation of modern industrial society. As the global
population grows and standards of living in emerging and developing countries
rises, the demand for mineral products is increasing. Mining ensures that we have
an adequate supply of the raw materials to produce all the components of modern
life, and at competitive prices. Innovation is central to meeting the diverse
challenges faced by the mining industry. It is critical for developing techniques
for finding new deposits of minerals, enabling us to recover increasing amounts of
minerals from the ground in a cost-effective manner, and ensuring it this is done in
a way that is environmentally responsible. This book provides the first in-depth
global analysis of the innovation ecosystem in the mining sector. This book is Open
Access.
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intellectual property, innovation and economic
development

Intellectual property is at the heart of modern economic life. In many
countries, investment in intangible assets is growing faster than invest-
ment in tangible assets. Policy makers – whether in rich or poor econ-
omies – seek to promote an intellectual property framework that is
conducive to innovation and economic growth.

The series Intellectual Property, Innovation, and Economic Development
intends to inform such policy initiatives through rigorous scholarship.
Each book in the series examines a major aspect of the interface between
IP, innovation, and economic development. Economic analysis is com-
plemented by contributions from other academic disciplines to present
the latest scholarship and consider its real-world implications. The series
builds on studies by theWorld Intellectual Property Organization, reflect-
ing the research interests of the international policy-making community.
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