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anti-depressants combinations are possibly hazardous. We present an
open-trial of thyroxine augmentation in elderly patients diagnosed
as suffering from resistant depression. Methods:Thyroxine 50 mcgld
was added to F1uoxetine20 mgld in patients who did not respond to
previous. Non-SSRI. anti-depressant treatment. (6 weeks). nor to ad
ditional six weeks of Fluoxetine. Subjects: Subjects were diagnosed
as suffering from major-depression. according to DSM-III-R criteria.
All had normal thyroid function tests. ITSH and Ff4). There were
15 patients in our series; 9 females. 6 males; mean age 72.1 years.
(+ - 6.5). Results: Patients depression severity was graded using
The Hamilton Depression Rating Scale at baseline. (before thyroxine
augmentation). and 4 weeks after initiation of treatment. Ten of 15
patients responded to thyroxine augmentation (HDRS < 10). 3/15
showed no improvement of HDRS scores and two dropped-out, due
to adverse effects: diarrhea and tachycardia. Conclusions: Thyroxine
augmentation of F1uoxetine is effective in depressed elderly subjects
resistant to standard treatment. and is relatively safe.
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WITH CONFIRMATION AFTER A FURTHER TWO YEARS

J.R.M. Copeland. ProfessorofPsychiatry. University Department of
Psychiatry; Royal LiverpoolUniversityHospital. Liverpool. L69
38X

In response to the increasing numbers of the over 65s. the Medical
Research Council and the Department of Health funded this the
MRC ALPHA Study (part of MRC CFAS). The main aims are to
estimate the prevalence and incidence of dementia; its natural history
and course; to refine measures for its early detection and to explore
the relationship between clinical. neuropsychological. imaging and
neuropathological measures for the diagnosis of dementia.

A sample of community elderly were drawn from the records
of the Family Health Services Authority and the lists updated by
General Practitioners. The sample was stratified by age and sex into
five year age bands commencing with 65-69 years. All individuals
were approached for an initial interview with a subsample receiving
a more detailed interview three months later with both the respon
dent and an informant. The tWO interviews represent one wave of
interviewing which takes tWO years to complete.

Three waves of interviewing have been completed. The initial
interviews were held with 5222 individuals. follow-up in the second
wave achieved 3523 interviews and the third wave have successfully
completed 2200 interviews to date. From the second wave there were
208 incidence cases of dementia. The age specific incidence rates
for each five year age band for dementia per 1000 women at risk per
year are 3.5. 6.5. 11.3.37.2. 71.0. 114.3. and 132.7 for the over 95s.
The rates are similar per 1000 men at risk per year with 1.8. 9.0.
16.4. 35.4. 63.7. 74.0 and 113.6 for the over 95s. These rates will be
confirmed at wave three.

Given the size of the sample. the large numbers of respondents in
the older age groups and the availability of follow-up this study will
provide the most accurate estimates of incidence to date.

ONE HUNDRED CASES OF ATTEMPTED SUICIDE IN THE
ELDERLY. A THREE AND A HALF YEAR OUTCOME
STUDY OF MORTALITY AND MORBIDITY
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Method: 100 consecutive referrals to a liaison psychiatric service
of patients over 65 years who attempted suicide between 1989 and
1992 were included in the study. Comprehensive demographic and
psychiatric data were collected from records made at the time of

their initial assessment. All patients were traced during 1994 using
information from medical records. General Practitioner notes. the
Family Health Services Authority. the Office of Population Censuses
and Surveys and local Coroner's records. Surviving patients that
consented were interviewed using the computerised Geriatric Mental
State (GMS-AGECAT).

Results: The cohort included 64 women and 36 men. The mean
age was 75.8 years. 31 subjects had previously attempted suicide.
66 subjects were diagnosed as mentally ill at the time of the initial
assessment, the commonest diagnosis being depression. 53 subjects
had a physical illness. the commonest being chronic pain. The mean
duration of follow-up was 3.5 years. All subjects were traced. 42
subjects were dead with a mean time to death of 16.2 months . 12
were suspected suicides; 5 died as a result of their index attempt.
Of the remaining 7 later deaths. 2 received a coroners verdict of
suicide. 3 an open verdict and 2 were reported to the coroner as
possible suicides. These 7 were likely to be male. have a diagnosis of
depression and be receiving psychiatric treatment. 12 subjects made a
further non-lethal suicide attempt. They were all female and likely to
be suffering from persistent depression and be receiving psychiatric
treatment. All male repeat attempts were lethal. 31 subjects were
interviewed at follow up. 8 attracted a psychiatric diagnosis. only 2
of which were not previously identified.

Conclusions: Elderly people who attempt suicide have a high
mortality both from completed suicide and death from other causes.
Those at risk of further self-harm are likely to be 10 contact with
psychiatric services and to be suffering from a persistent depressive
illness.
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The prevalence. association and risk factors for depression and
dementia were analyzed in a prospective study on n = 212 el
derly in- and outpatients. Sociodemograph ic data. physical findings,
CAT-scan and EEG. as well as psychological tests for cognitive
performance and for affective symptoms are reported. 41% of the
patients showed mild. 13% severe cognitive deficits. Depress ion
was diagnosed in 23% of the severely impaired and in 16% of the
cognitively mild or unimpaired patients. Increasing age. female sex
and low premorbid intellectual level were significantly associated
with reduced cognitive function. There was however no statistical
association of dementia and depression. The prominent risk factor
for depression was prior affective illness. but not cognitive deficits
or social situation. CAT-Scan and EEG were abnormal in half of the
patients. however. did not correlate with cognitive impairment or the
presence of depression. Preliminary data of a 12-month follow-up
indicate a small. insignificant improvement of depressed patients
over time. while the non-depressed tend to deteriorate. From the
present of data. the notion of "pseudodernentia" is not supported.
rather. cognitive impairment in depressed patients seems to represent
genuine cognitive impairment. Depression and dementia coincide
frequently in elderly patients. but they are associated with different
risk factors.
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