
revolutions) which mean that Russia itself was

geographically, politically and culturally a

changing entity across the period. It is within

this dynamic context that enduring arguments

about tobacco’s economic dominance and

cultural tensions retain their power.

The impressive scope of the book means

that some areas are under-discussed – there is

little on the eighteenth century, for example –

but, as a whole, the book makes a substantial

contribution to the cultural and economic

history of Russia. Many of the chapters in the

volume also give an insight into the enduring

attraction of tobacco for its users, despite the

best (or worst) efforts of the state. The

collection includes an interview with the

former director of the Iava tobacco factory,

Leonid Iakovlevich Sinel’nikov. Sinel’nikov

describes how he went with the chief of the

Tobacco Committee of the Russian Food

Ministry and the Instructor of the Central

Committee of the Communist Party to observe

how people responded to the health warnings

on cigarette packets in 1978. After waiting in a

long line, customers were just anxious to get

their cigarettes without wasting any time on

the health warning; they also feared that

concerns over health would lead to price

increases for cigarettes. This reaction

illustrates experiences of the planned economy

as much as a response to the health dangers of

smoking – it is both particularly Soviet and

universally human. In a similar way, this book

contributes to the global story of tobacco use

but offers an important new perspective.

Rosemary Elliot,

University of Glasgow

L.A.H. Hogenhuis, Cognition and
Recognition: On the Origin of Movement:
Rademacher (1887–1957), A Biography,
History of Science and Medicine Library, Vol.

6 (Leiden: Brill, 2009), pp. xviii þ 353,

e99.00, $148.00, hardback, ISBN: 978-90-04-
16836-7.

In this hagiographic work, Professor L.A.H.

Hogenhuis offers a detailed biography of the

Dutch surgeon-turned-physiologist-turned-

neurologist Gysbertus Godefredius Johannes

Rademaker. A little-known protagonist of the

‘golden age’ of Dutch physiology, Rademaker

was a pupil of Rudolf Magnus who continued

his experimental study of posture and

movement.
The volume is divided into nine ‘books’

plus four short chapters and half a page of

conclusions. It follows the life and career of

Rademaker, providing some glimpses of the

history of concepts and techniques (e.g.

reflex action, stereotaxis) and of the

contemporary developments of physiology

and neurology of posture and movement. The

first book provides an account of

Rademaker’s family background and his early

career as a general practitioner and horse-

betting wizard in Java. Books II and III

reconstruct his academic career first in

Magnus’s department of pharmacology at

Utrecht, then as a professor of physiology at

Leiden, his studies on the control of standing

and movement in animals and his concern for

the ‘translation’ of the results into clinical

terms. Books IV to IX are concerned with

such diverse issues as the resistance

movement in the Dutch academia during the

Nazi occupation (IV); ‘Rademaker the man’

(V); a short recapitulation of the history of

postural research with a (rather superficial)

attempt at contextualising its sudden end in

the 1930s (VI); Rademaker’s complete

bibliography and list of academic honours

(VII) and an appraisal of his views on

standing and movement (VIII–IX).
Despite the numerous interesting facets of

Rademaker’s scientific biography (his move

from clinical practice to physiological

experimentation, and back again to clinical

neurology; his view of standing as ‘frozen

energy’; the cybernetic and mathematical

development of his physiology, not to

mention the opportune call for attention to

the history of postural research, very little

considered by historians), this work is not a

particularly valuable contribution to the

literature. After three hundred-odd pages,

one is left with a sense of dissatisfaction,
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which increases when the author’s promises

are considered.

At the beginning, in fact, we learn that this

biography ‘is defined as a model of the

dynamics of cognition leading to a dual

account of the life and scientific endeavours’

of Rademaker (hence the reference to

‘cognition’ in the title). According to the

author’s intentions, a careful reconstruction of

all stages of Rademaker’s career through ‘the

intuitive and experimental evidence’ of his

work should lead to an understanding of his

experience not only as a historical singularity,

but also as a model of scientific reasoning and

life. In this endeavour, the author has drawn

inspiration from the Plutarchian model of the

Vitae Parallelae, in that he resorts to various

parallels in order to highlight the main features

of Rademaker’s intellectual and moral

development. None of these claims are

actually met by the book. The dynamics of

cognition are often referred to (not least in

the very concise conclusion), but in an

obscure way, without any real

commitment to the theoretical issue. As for the

reference to Plutarch, its validity is very

doubtful.

This said, one can easily see how

Hogenhuis’s work could have been a good

(at times very informative) traditional

biography if only it had undergone some real

editing. The quantity of avoidable repetitions

(a few times even entire paragraphs),

misprints and sketchy digressions of dubious

utility is far above the average. The

interesting historical hints are diluted in a

narrative overflow oscillating between

extreme detail (for example, the summaries

of all the PhD dissertations prepared in

Rademaker’s institute, book IV) and

excessive generality (for instance, the history

of research on muscle tone in book VIII).

Finally, the very outline of the chapters, with

the partial exception of books II and III, is

sketchy and the lines of argument often hard

to follow. It is difficult to understand how

such a sloppy editorial product can be sold

for e99.

Fabio de Sio,

The Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of

Medicine at UCL

Peter Williams, The Story of the Wellcome
Trust: Unlocking Sir Henry’s Legacy to
Medical Research (Hindringham: J.J.G.

Publishing, 2010), pp. xvi þ 118, £16.95,

hardback, ISBN: 978-1-899163-92-2.

In this book, Peter Williams’ ‘personal broad

brush approach’ offers us an ‘easily

digestible’ (p. ix) account of the history of

the Wellcome Trust. Williams is ideally

suited to writing such an overview:

employed by the Wellcome Trust in 1959,

he served as its Director from 1965 to his

retirement in 1991, during which time the

Trust grew from a small operation to the

global charity it is today.

On Williams’ retirement, he produced The
Wellcome Trust Story 1960–1991: Personal
Recollections. His new book is also based on

‘personal recollections’ and mirrors the

structure of its predecessor in being a

chronological account of the Trust’s

development, interspersed with personal pen

portraits of key figures. A good deal of the

story will be familiar to readers. Sir Henry

Wellcome’s rise to prosperity on the back of

his pharmaceutical company is probably as

well acknowledged now as ever before, but

the oft-misremembered difference between

the Wellcome Trust and Wellcome

Foundation lingers on, and the untangling of

the two is still necessary (the Trust was

established in Henry Wellcome’s will as the

sole shareholder of his drug company, the

Wellcome Foundation, and charged with

re-investing profits from the Foundation into

research). Williams is also clear on the

Trust’s problematic early years, when the

near-bankruptcy of the Foundation after the

Second World War almost strangled the

Trust at birth.

The main focus of the book is, however, the

period of Williams’ employment. When

Williams joined the Trust, the charity was still
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