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One might expect to find a solution to
social problems in the work of social
scientists. But when it comes to pre-
diction and control the social sciences
seem to have little to offer. Why is this?
Are questions about human nature - about
human needs and human deeds-incapable
of being answered by the objective methods
of the natural sciences, methods that
yield discoveries we can put to practical
use? And, if so, has this something to
do with the fact that it is man himself who
conducts the inquiry?

These, and related questions, are
answered in this fourth volume of Royal
Institute of Philosophy lectures by social
scientists and philosophers of the social
sciences. Among the contributors are
H. B. Acton, Michael Drake, Frank Cioffi,
Paul Halmos, Peter Laslett, Donald
MacKay, Basil Mitchell, R. S. Peters and
Peter Winch.
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