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editor i al comment 

T h i s  i ssue of EPS h a s  two ma i n  

themes .  The fi rst i s  the state of 

po l i t ica l sc ience i n  Centra l  a n d  

Eastern E u ro p e .  Th i s  reg ion  i s  s low ly  

emerg i n g  from a n  e ra of Western 

' i nte l lectua l  co l o n isati o n ', but ,  as  o u r  

sym pos ium revea l s ,  st i l l  l acks the  

stre n g t h , s e l f-confi d e n ce a n d  

resou rces i n  most p a rts o f  the d isc i ­

p l i ne  to assert its own a uton omy. The 

cond i t i o n s  for co l l a bo rat ion  amo n g  

equ a l s  between ' East'  a n d  'West'  a re 

s lowly be i ng  put  i n  p l a ce .  But  much 

has  sti l l  to be d o n e .  

F i rst, g i ve n  the imperat ives a n d  

u ncerta i nt i es  of E U  e n l a rg ement ,  

E u ropea n s  cou l d  make a b i gger  con ­

tr i but ion t o  b u i l d i n g  u p  t h e  d isc i p l i n e  

i n  t h e  C E E  cou ntr ies - a p rocess dom­

i n ated to date by the U S .  Seco n d ,  a 

better a p p reciat ion  i s  req u i red of the  

opport u n it ies  fo r new l i n ks between 

'Western ' and ' Eastern ' sch o l a rs .  The 

g reater i nc l us i on  of East E u ropean  

researchers i nto w ider  n etworks a n d  

m o re mo b i l i ty a mo n g st yo u n g e r  

resea rche rs a n d  g ra d uate students 

( see M ochma n n )  a re essenti a l  i n  t h i s  

reg a rd .  Th i rd ,  a g reater d eg ree o f  

mutu a l  u ndersta n d i n g  across borders 

i s  a l so needed . I n  p u b l i s h i n g  th i s  sym­

pos ium we hope  that we w i l l  con ­

tr i bute,  a l be i t  i n  a sma l l  way, to 

enco u ra g i n g  th i s  co l lect ive,  tra n s n a ­

t iona l endeavo u r. 

O u r  seco n d  maj o r  t h eme i s  

reform. The a rt ic les  b y  Ba h le ,  Baker 

a n d  May, Go ldsmith and Berndtson ,  

Capano a n d  M ochma n n  tack le the  

issue from d i fferent  pers pectives, but  

they converge on  key  pO ints .  Two 

ma i n  i m p ress ions  emerge : fi rst, w h i l e  

reform i s  u nderway i n  most E u ropean  

systems, good i ntenti o n s  often l ead  to  

poor  resu lts ; a n d  seco n d ,  mob i l i ty -

both with i n  u n ivers i ty systems a n d  

between them - rema i n s  heav i l y  con­

stra i ned ,  desp ite d omest ic  reforms 

a n d  a ra n g e  of i n i t iat ives at the  EU 

leve l .  

Th o m a s  Ba h l e 's a rt i c l e  o n  t h e  

reform of t h e  ca reer structu re i n  

Germa ny i s  t h e  fi rst o f  ma ny w e  w i l l  

p u b l i sh  i n  EPS o n  the  cond it ions  of 

emp l oyme nt  a n d  p rospects fo r 

adva ncement  a mong  you n g e r  mem ­

bers of t h e  p rofeSS ion . H i s  conc l us ions  

a re b l ea k :  a s  e l sewh e re ,  a p rofess i o n ­

a l i sat ion o f  g ra d u ate t ra i n i n g  i s  g o i n g  

h a n d  i n  h a n d  w i t h  a d e g radat ion  o f  

ca reers i n  terms of pay, con d i t ions  o f  

work a n d  opportu n it ies .  W e  a re p ro­

d uc i ng  better g ra d uates for a poorer 

p rofession . M ost doctora l stu d ents do 

not enter  the  p rofession ; and g row ing  

n umbers of those  who do  so w i l l  l eave 

it ,  d i s i l l u s i o n e d ,  e a r l y  o n .  As 

Go ldsmith and Berndtson a rg u e ,  th i s  

h a s  importa nt imp l i cat ions for the  

ways i n  wh i ch  we e d ucate stud ents i n  

po l i t i ca l  sc ience : for what  a re they 

be ing  t ra i ned  a n d  what tra n sfera b l e  

ski l l s  a re they acq u i ri n g ?  Sen i o r  mem ­

bers of t h e  p rofess i o n  everywhere 

s h o u l d  be d evot ing  more t ime a n d  

thought  t o  t h i s  i ssue .  

G o l d smith  and  Berndtson  a l so  

make refe re n ce to the  a d verse conse­

q uences of u n i vers ity reform for the  

q u a l i ty of work i n g  l i fe ,  refe rr i n g  to the  
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n umero u s  cross - p ressu res fa c i n g  

academics .  Baker  a n d  M a y  d iscuss i n  

depth  the  sou rce a n d  impact o f  one  

of these p ressu res - the  new ma n ­

ageri a l i sm, especi a l l y  rega rd i n g  the  

implementat ion  of ' q u a l ity'  sta n d a rd s  

a n d  p roced u res .  W h i l e  Br ita i n  may 

h ave exper ienced a s u rfe i t  of change  

i n  th i s  d i rectio n ,  as  the  a rt i c le  by  

Ca pa n o  suggests, o ther  systems ( i n  

t h i s  case Ita ly )  may be suffe ri n g  

from a n  a bsence o f  externa l cr iter ia 

and eva l uati o n ,  especi a l l y  as  reg a rds  

cu rr icu l a r  a nd tea c h i n g  i n n ovation . 

But  cost p ressu res w i l l  i n d uce a s im­

i l a r  focus on the mea s u rement  of 

p erfo rma n c e  a c ross  E u ro p e ;  a n d  

d ebates a bout  what  i s  a p p ro p ri ate i n  

terms o f  externa l  assessment,  a n d  

c lashes  w ith  trad i t i ona l  u n d e rsta n d ­

i n g s  of aca d emic a utonomy, w i l l  s u re­

ly  spread .  We i nv ite academics across 

the cont i nent  to j o i n  the debate on 

these issues in these pages .  

Tho u g h  they touch o n  much e l se 

bes ides ,  Go ldsmith a n d  Berndtson 's 

ma i n  concern i s  with the  deve l o pment 

of a E u ropean educat io n a l  space a n d ,  

i n  p a rt i cu l a r, t h e  c re a t i o n  a c ross 

E u rope  of comp a ra b l e  q u a l ity a n d  

sta n d a rds  i n  degrees,  d i p l omas a n d  

cu rri cu l a .  They p o i n t  to a n umber of 

obstac les in a l l  a reas ,  but they a re 

opt imist ic that  EU i n i t iat ives - i n  par­

t icu l a r  the Sorbo n n e  decl a rat ion  o n  a 

' E u ro p e  of K n o w l e d g e '  a n d  t h e  

Bo log n a  a g reement  o n  a ' E u ropea n 

H i g h e r  Educat ion  Are a '  - wi l l  ma ke a 

d i fference . 

But  if the  E U 's t ra i n i ng a n d  mob i l i ­

t y  p rog ramme h a s  a l ready mad e  a 

s i g n if ica nt  contr i but ion  to b u i l d i n g  u p  

cross - n a t i o n a l  resea rch  i n fra struc­

tu res ,  Mochma n n 's a n a lys is  of the  

obstac les to mob i l ity i n  the a rea of 

q u a l if icat ions  shows that  much has  

sti l l  to be  a c h i eved . Mochma n n  a lso 

ca ut ions  that the EU has been more 

'mobility - both within 

university systems and 

between them - remains 

heavily constrained, 

despite domestic reforms 

and a range of initiatives at 

the EU lever 

successfu l i n  p romot i ng  ed u cati o n a l  

a n d  stu d e n t  exc h a n g e s  th a n  

resea rcher  mob i l i ty - i n  p a rt beca use 

that  mob i l ity is  restricted by the  g row­

ing dema n d s  mad e  o n  you n g e r  aca d ­

emics i n  t h e i r  h ome u n ivers i t ies .  

Go ldsmith and Berndtson u nderl i n e  

t h i s  po in t  for t h e  Br it ish case,  refer­

r i n g  to the i ncreas i n g  n umber of 

young  academics on i n secu re a n d  

p a rt-time contracts . If  Ba h l e  i s  correct 

in h i s  forecasts, t h e i r  Germa n cou n ­

terpa rts a re a l so l i ke ly  t o  exper ience 

g reater i n secu rity and teach i n g  over­

load in coming  yea rs .  Both resea rch 

a n d  mob i l ity w i l l  be  the i n ev ita b l e  

casua lt ies . 

Fi n a l l y, G i l i berto Ca p a n o  a rg ues 

that  i f  Ita l i a n  h i g h e r  educat ion  in the  

past was ' tota l l y  i n effi c ient  a n d  i n ef­

fect ive', recent a n d  extens ive reform 

u nderta ken i n  the s p i ri t  of the  Bolo g n a  

decl a rat ion  ' ru n s  the  r i s k  of tu rn i n g  

i nto one  enormou s  cosmetic opera ­

t i on '. H i s  pessimist ic a p p ra i s a l  g ives 

pa use for thought  a bout  the capac i ty 

of nati o n a l  systems for reform i n  l i ne 

w ith  ambit ious E u ropea n a s p i rati o n s .  

Martin Rhodes a n d  Jim Newell 

e u r o p e a n  p o l i t i c a l s c i enc e :  s u m m e r  2002 :3 
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. 01 Mar 2026 at 10:14:10, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use.

https://www.cambridge.org/core

	editorial comment



