LETTER TO THE EDITOR 191

Spain’s countryside and climate, allows us to see not only the sharp
contrasts there are in the Spanish character, but the practical simplicity
and common sense that marks so much of the religious writings. A

good book for occasional reading.
G.A.M.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

271 Edgerstoune Road,
Princeton, N.]J., U.S.A.,
3oth January, 1959.
DEaARr Sir:

May I just correct a misstatement in Mr Michael Fogarty’s
contribution to your January issue?

As is made clear at several points in the narrative (pp. 20, 82,
243, etc.) the action of my novel Lucky Jim takes place outside
Wales. Nor have I taken a Welsh college and put it in England:
inhumerable details of staff, organization, physical arrangement,
etc., differentiate Jim’s college from any of the four Welsh
colleges I know—namely Aberystwyth, Cardiff, Bangor and
Swansea. As far as I knew last September, by the way, these
were the only four colleges in the University of Wales. Mr
Fogarty seems to think there are five. Perhaps the new arrival has
turned out to be Jim’s college.

I realize I cannot expect people to read novels with the close
attention which would make this kind of letter unnecessary, but
it irritates me to find Mr Fogarty talking about ‘the college of
which he [Amis] writes’ as if the whole thing were agreed to be a
roman a clef. The next time anybody tells Mr Fogarty that Lucky
Jim contains ‘recognizable portraits’ I hope he will realize that
he is being misled.

Yours truly,
KINGSLEY AMIS.

Prorussor FOGARTY writes:
‘If T have let myself be misled by those more familiar with other
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parts of Wales, I apologize for both myself and them. I note, in
more sorrow than surprise, that Mr Amis has forgotten that
Cardiff contains not one College of the University of Wales,
but two. Those who teach in the far West and North may forget
the vivisection by which the Welsh National School of Medicine
was ripped untimely from Cardiff ’s womb, but we in South
Wales and Monmouthshire never shall. The School is so called
because it contains only one Faculty, but stands in every respect
—its Charter, its Senate, its Provost, and the rest—on the same
footing as the four other Colleges which Mr Amis names.’
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