
The Making Sense of Politics, Media, and Law

From Trump’s ‘make America great again’ to Johnson’s ‘build back better’,
performative politicians use The Making Sense to persuade their public
audiences. Law ‘makers’ do it too: A courtroom trial is a ‘truth factory’ in
which facts are not found but forged. The ‘court of popular opinion’ is another
such factory, though its processes are often flawed and its products faulty.
Where courts of law aim to make civil peace, ‘trial by Twitter’ makes civil
strife. Even in ‘mainstream’media, journalists make news for public consump-
tion, so that all news is to an extent ‘fake news’. In a world of making, how can
we separate craft from craftiness? With insights from disciplines including
law, politics, rhetoric, media studies, psychology, sociology, marketing, and
performance studies, The Making Sense of Politics, Media, and Law offers a
constructive way to approach controversies from transgender identity to
cancel culture. This title is also available as open access on Cambridge Core.
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Since 1970, the Law in Context series has been at the forefront of a movement to
broaden the study of law. The series is a vehicle for the publication of innovative
monographs and texts that treat law and legal phenomena critically in their cultural,
social, political, technological, environmental and economic contexts. A contextual
approach involves treating legal subjects broadly, using materials from other human-
ities and social sciences, and from any other discipline that helps to explain the
operation in practice of the particular legal field or legal phenomena under investi-
gation. It is intended that this orientation is at once more stimulating and more
revealing than the bare exposition of legal rules. The series includes original research
monographs, coursebooks and textbooks that foreground contextual approaches and
methods. The series includes and welcomes books on the study of law in all its contexts,
including domestic legal systems, European and international law, transnational and
global legal processes, and comparative law.
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