
J. Austral. Math. Soc. (Series A) 36 (1984), 287-315

MILDLY DISTRIBUTIVE SEMILATTICES

ROBERT fflCKMAN

(Received 28 May 1980)

Communicated by D. E. Taylor

Abstract

There is no single generalization of distributivity to semilattices. This paper investigates the class of
mildly distributive semilattices, which lies between the two most commonly discussed classes in this
area—weakly distributive semilattices and distributive semilattices. Particular attention is paid to
describing and characterizing congruence distributive mildly distributive semilattices, in contrast to
distributive semilattices, whose lattice of join partial congruences is badly behaved and which are
difficult to describe.
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1. Introduction

Between the classes of weakly distributive semilattices and distributive semi-
lattices lies the class of mildly distributive semilattice. These semilattices are first
defined by the distributivity of the lattice of all strong ideals, and the second
section goes on to find a sequence of first order sentences which defines mild
distributivity. Section 3 shows how to construct mildly distributive semilattices,
and more importantly, how they can be characterized as weakly distributive
semilattices in which each ideal is a strong ideal. It is this characterization which
motivates the rest of the paper, since the correct notion of morphism and
congruence for mildly distributive semilattices axe join partial homomorphism and
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288 Robert Hickman [2 ]

join partial congruence; that is the appropriate notions for weakly distributive
semilattices.

Sections 6, 7 and 8 investigate the question: "When is the lattice of join partial
congruences of a weakly distributive semilattice distributive?" This problem is
solved for finitely derivable semilattices, that is those semilattices which have only
a finite number of non-principal finitely generated ideals, and has a particularly
pleasing solution for mildly distributive semilattices.

The investigation into the lattice of join partial congruences is continued in the
final section which looks at the restriction map from the lattice of join partial
congruences of a weakly distributive semilattice to the lattice of join partial
congruences of a principal filter. For finitely derivable semilattices, this map is a
lattice homomorphism if and only if the semilattice is strongly connected, a
condition which has earlier been shown to imply congruence distributivity.

2. Definitions

Let S be a (lower) semilattice. For a subset A of S let AT denote the set of all
upper bounds of A, and let Al be the set of all lower bounds of A. A non-empty
subset / of S is called a strong ideal if for every finite set F C /,

Fn c /.
A strong ideal is hereditary; that is x £ / and y < x implies j £ / . The concept

of strong ideal was introduced by O. Frink in [6]; see also C. M. de Barros [3]. In
both cases the emphasis was on partially ordered sets rather than semilattices.

For each a G S, let

(a] = {x e. S: x < a} = {a}; and

[a) = {xES:x>a} = {a}1 .

Thus (a] is a strong ideal for each a € S and / is a strong ideal if and only if for
each finite set {a^.. .,an) C /,

[x) D [a) n • • • n [a) implies x G / .

If S is a lattice, the strong ideals are precisely the lattice ideals of S. If uf (S)
denotes the set of all strong ideals of S, then af(S) U {</>} is an algebraic closure
system on S, and so it is meaningful to talk about the strong ideal generated by a
non-empty set A. It will be denoted by (A) or (a]t...,an) if A = {c,,.. .,aB} is
finite. Clearly (a ) = (a]. Strong ideals of this last type are called principal.

A semilattice £ is called mildly distributive if "J(S) is a distributive lattice. Our
first objective is to describe mildly distributive semilattices in first order terms.
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(3) Mildly distributive semilattices 289

L E M M A 2 . 1 . If ax,...,an are elements of a semilattice S then ( a , , . . .,an)= {x G
S: [x)D [ a , ) n - - - n K ) } .

PROOF. It suffices to show that {x G S: [x) D [a,) n • • • n [an)} is a strong
ideal, so suppose xl,...,xr are in this set and [y) D [xx) n • • • n.[xr). Since
[*,) D [a,) n • • • n [aB) we have [y) D [*,) n • • • n [xr) D [a,) n • • • n [a,)
and so y is in the set.

A non-empty subset F of a semilattice 5 is called a ///ter if a A 6 £ F if and
only if a G F and 6 G F. The set of all filters of S is written f (S). If 5 is directed
above then f (S) is a lattice, and if not then <5(S) U { 0 } is a lattice. Clearly [a)
is a filter for each a G S; such filters are called principal. Let

If 5 is not directed above then <j> G 9(S) and @(S) is a lower subsemilattice of
f (S ) U { 0 }; otherwise §(5) is a lower subsemilattice of f (S) .

The set of all strong ideals that are generated by non-empty finite sets is
denoted by "^-(5). If + denotes the join in the lattice " J (S) then

( a , , . . . , a n > + (bu...,bm)= (au...,an,bu...,bm)

so that aff(S) is an upper subsemilattice of

PROPOSITION 2.2. For any semilattice S, G(S) is anti-isomorphic to wff(S).

PROOF. Define a map \p: uff(S) -> §(S) by

To see that \p is well defined, suppose (al,...,an)= {bx,...,bm). Then, for each
i, a,- G (bv... ,bm) whence [a,) D [6,) n • • • n [bm) and [a,) n • • • n [ a j D
[ft,) fl • • • n [bm). Since the reverse inequality may be similarly obtained,
\(/((au...,an)) — ip((bi,. ..,bm)) and ^ is well defined. Clearly

and i/> is obviously onto. Finally ^ is one to one by a direct application of Lemma
2.1.

PROPOSITION 2.3. The following are equivalent for a semilattice S.
(i) S is mildly distributive.
(ii) aff(S) is a distributive sublattice ofwf(S).
(iii) " ^ ( 5 ) is a distributive lattice.
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PROOF, (i) =>(ii). Suppose ( a , , . . . , a n ) and (bv...,bm) are finitely generated
strong ideals. As "f(S) is distributive,

< * „ . . . , f l B > n (bl,...,bm)= ( ( a , ] + ••• + ( „ „ ] ) n ((/>,] + ••• +(bm])

x ( ( « i ] n ( f t , ] ) + - + ( ( « i

and so uff(S) is a (distributive) sublattice of "f(S).
(ii) => (iii) is trivial.
(iii) => (i). It is well known that if the compact elements of an algebraic lattice

are a distributive lattice then the algebraic lattice is distributive. In our case
a$f(S) U { 0 } are the compact elements otafy(S)U{0), so this last lattice is
distributive and hence °f(S) is distributive.

COROLLARY 2.4. A semilattice S is mildly distributive if and only if G(S) is a
distributive lattice.

*
Let V denote the join in @(S) (when it exists).

THEOREM 2.5. A semilattice S is mildly distributive if and only if for each n the
following formula is valid in S.

(In words, this says if x is below every upper bound of {a,,... ,an] then x = (x A

PROOF. Suppose S is mildly distributive and x is below every upper bound of
{a,,...,an}.Then [x)D [a,) n ••• n[an) and so

= [x A a,) D ••• n[x A n J

whencex =-(x A a,) V - • • V(x A an).
Conversely, suppose S satisfies the given formula for each n. First observe that

if a, V • • • Van exists in S and x is arbitrary, then

(1) x A (a, V • • • V a J = (x A a,) V • • • V {x A an).
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[s] Mildly distributive semilattices 291

Indeed let a = a, V • • • Van. Then

x A (a, V • • • V a J = (x A a) A (a, V • • • V a J

= ((x A a) A a,) V • • • V ((x A a) A a j

(by our assumption)

Assume x E (a , , . . . ,an) n ( 6 , , . . . ,ftm). By Lemma 2.1 x = (x A a,)
V • • • V(x A an) and JC = (x A ft,) V • • • V(JC A bm). Taking the meet of these
two expressions and applying (1), we have

x = (x A a, A ft,) V (x A a, A ft2) V • • • V (x A an A ftm)

since each of the elements in the join is in (a, A ft,,... ,an A ftm) and strong
ideals are closed under finite joins. Hence

( a 1 , . . . , a n ) n (f t , , . . . , f tm)=(a, Aft , , . . . ,anAftm).

From here it is an easy matter to show that uff(S) is a distributive lattice, and
consequently S is mildly distributive.

3. Construction and comparisons

If P, and P2 are disjoint partially ordered sets, then their ordinal sum P] © P2 is
the set Px U P2 with partial order/? «£ a if

(i)/> GP, a n d o e P 2 , o r
(ii) p, q E .P,, i = 1 or 2 and p «S o in P,.

PROPOSITION 3.1. 77ie ordinal sum of two semilattices is mildly distributive if and
only if both are mildly distributive.

REMARK. If the two semilattices in question are not disjoint, take an isomorphic
copy of one which is disjoint from the other.

PROOF. Suppose 5, and S2 are mildly distributive and x, au... ,an 6 5, © S2

are such that [x) D [a,) D ••• D [an). If {x, ax,...,an} C S, for some i then
x = (x A a,) V • • • V(JC A an) by the mild distributivity of 5,. If x e S2 and
{a,,...,an} C S, and «7 G S2 for some j = 1,...,/? then x A aj = x and so
x = (x A a,) V • • • V(x A an). Finally if x E S2 and a; E S2 for some y, let
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{fl>(1)>... ,aj(r)} = {au... ,an) n S2. Then [*) D [a,) n • • • n \an) = [aj0))
n • • • n [ajXr)) and hence

x = (x A am) V • • • V (x A a , ( r ) ) = (x A a,) V • • • V (* A a , ) .

Conversely, if 5, © S2 is mildly distributive then 5, and S2 are mildly distribu-
tive, since for each /, 5, is a subsemilattice of S, © 52 and if x, au... ,an E S, then
[x) D [a,) D • • • n [an) in S, if and only if [x) D [a,) n • • • D [an) in S, © S2.

A semilattice 5 is said to have the upper bound property if whenever a and b
have an upper bound in S then u V i exists in S. Clearly S has the upper bound
property if and only if S © 1 is a lattice, where 1 is the one element lattice.
Observe that each finite semilattice and each lattice has the upper bound
property. A more comprehensive survey of semilattices with the upper bound
property may be found in R. C. Hickman [10]. For our part we will just provide
the following corollary to Proposition 3.1.

COROLLARY 3.2. A semilattice S with the upper bound property is mildly distribu-
tive if and only if S © 1 is a distributive lattice.

THEOREM 3.3. Let {Sf: i 6 /} be a family of mildly distributive semilattices, at
least two of which are not the single element semilattice. Then the product X {5,:
/ £ /} of the Sj 's is mildly distributive if and only if, for each i, 5, is directed above.

PROOF. Suppose each $ is directed above andx, au...,an E X {St: i e /} are
such that [x)D [a{)n ••• n[an). Since each 5, is directed above, [«,(/))
D • • • n [an(i)) is non-empty for each /. Fix / and select, for each j ¥= i, an
element bj in [cij(j)) n ••• f^[an(j)). Then for each choice of 6, E [«,(/))
Pi • • • n [an(/)), we have x < b where b: I -» U {5,: / E /} is defined by b(k) - bk

for all k E / . Hence x(i) < fe, and so [*(/)) 2 [«i(0) n • • • n [ar(i)), whence

x(i) = (x(i) A „,(/)) V • • • V (x(i) A «,„(!))

= ( ( * A f l l ) V . - - V ( j c A a B ) ) ( i ) .

Since the choice of / was arbitrary, we deduce that x = (x A a^ V ••• V(x Aan)
and X (5,: /' E /} is mildly distributive.

Now assume that S, is not directed above and for somey =£ i, Sy is non-trivial.
Choose a], af E 5, with [a]) n [aj) = 0 and a), a) E 5, with a) < a). For each
k $ (/, j) select an arbitrary element ak in Sk. Define a\ a2 E X {51,: / E /} by

k if ke{i,j), [ak ifk(£{i,j},

) ifk = i, a
2(k) = \ af if k = i,

U if k=j, \a) if k=j.
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Thus a\k) = a\k) for all k * i and [a1) n [a2) = 0 since [a\i)) D [a2(i))
= 0. Hence [x) D [a1) D [a2) for all x, and in particular when

ak

a) iik =

a] if k=j.

But for this choice of x,

a) = x(t) ¥=(x(j) A a*(j)) V (x(j) A a\j)) = a)

and so X {5,: /' E /} is not mildly distributive.

These last two results do not provide many examples of mildly distributive
semilattices at this stage, since we have, as yet, no example of an up directed
mildly distributive semilattice which is not a lattice. However this situation will be
rectified later in the paper.

A lower semilattice 5 is called distributive if for all a, b,c E 5, a &* b A c,
a ^ b and a ^ c implies the existence of b', c' E 5 with b' s* b, c' 3= c and
a — b' A c'. This idea was introduced by T. Katrinak in [11], and is a slight
generalization of the usual concept of distributive semilattice. Normally a lower
semilattice is called "distributive" if it is distributive in our sense and directed
above, or equivalently, if a > b A c'. Semilattices of this last kind are explored in
J. B. Rhodes [13].

LEMMA 3.4 (Katrinak [11, 1.6]). A semilattice S is distributive if and only if
J ( 5 ) U { 0 } « f l distributive lattice.

As the name suggests, distributive semilattices are mildly distributive, and it is
possible to characterize those mildly distributive semilattices which are distribu-
tive.

THEOREM 3.5. A semilattice S is distributive if and only if it is mildly distributive
and §(S) is a sublattice of3(S) U { 0 }.

PROOF. Suppose S is distributive and [x) D [a,) D • • • n [an). Then

= [x A a,) D ••• n[x A a J ,

where V denotes the join in $F(5) U { 0 }. Thus

x = (x A a,) V ••• V(x A a J
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and S is mildly distributive. To show that §(S) is a sublattice of ^(5) U {0} ,
suppose [a,) n • • • n [an) and [b{) D • • • n [bm) are in §(S). Then

( [ a , ) n ••• n [ a n ) ) v ( [ * > , ) n - - - n [ & J )

Conversely, suppose S is mildly distributive and §(S) is a sublattice of
f (5) U { 0 }. If a > ft A c and a £ b, a £ c then

and so a> b' Ac' for some ft' G [a) n [6) and c' £ [a) n [c). Since Z>' A c' G
[a), b' Ac' > a and a = ft' A c' as required.

COROLLARY 3.6. A mildly distributive semilattice with the upper bound property is
distributive.

PROOF. If [a,) n • • • n [an) is a non-empty member of §(S) then there exists
b £ S with a,,...,an =£ ft. Since 5 has the upper bound property, this implies
a, V • • • Van exists in S and so [a,) D • • • D [an) = [a, V • • • VaJ. Thus each
non-empty member of §(S) is of the form [a) for some a G 5, and consequently
§(S) is a sublattice of f (5 ) U {0} .

A semilattice S is called weakly distributive if whenever ax V • • • Van exists in S
then (x A ax) V • • • V(x A an) exists x A (a, V • • • Van) = (x A a,) V •.• • V(x
A an). Weakly distributive semilattices have been studied in R. Balbes [1], J.
Varlet [14] and W. H. Cornish and R. C. Hickman [4].

An ideal of a semilattice is a non-empty subset / of 5 such that
(i) if x G / and y < x thenj' G /;
(ii)if ax,...,an G /and a, V • • • Van exists in 5 then a, V • • • Van G /.
The family of all ideals of 5 is denoted by fa(S); clearly fa(S) U {0} is an

algebraic closure system. From Cornish and Hickman [4, Theorem 1.1] we use
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PROPOSITION 3.7. A semilattice is weakly distributive if and only if ^"(S) is a
distributive lattice.

THEOREM 3.8. A semilattice is mildly distributive if and only if it is weakly
distributive and each ideal is a strong ideal.

PROOF. The proof of Theorem 2.5 showed that a mildly distributive semilattice
is weakly distributive. If a , , . . . ,«„ are elements of an ideal / and [b) D [a,)
D • • • fl [an) then b E / since b — (b A a,) V • • • V(6 A an) and each member
of this join is in / . Thus / is a strong ideal, completing the first assertion.

If 5 is weakly distributive and each ideal is a strong ideal then £"(5) =U$(S)
since strong ideals are always ideals. By Proposition 3.7 this implies that S is
mildly distributive.

A proper ideal P is called prime if a A b E P implies a E P or b £ P for all
a, b & S, and a proper filter F is called prime if fl, V • • • Van E F implies a, £ F
for some i. Clearly a filter is prime if and only if its complement is a prime ideal.
Balbes showed [1, Theorem 2.2] that if S is a weakly distributive semilattice, / an
ideal of S, F a filter of S and / n F — 0 then there exists a prime ideal P with
I C P and P n F = 0 . In view of Theorem 3.8 this result readily extends to
mildly distributive semilattices.

4. Join partial homomorphisms

Let/: 5, -» S2 be a semilattice homomorphism. Then/ i s called
(i) join partial if whenever a, A • • • Aan exists in 5, then / ( a , ) V • • • V/ (a n )

exists in S 2 a n d / ( a , ) V - - - v / ( a J = / ( a . v ••• V < O ;
(ii) strong join partial if whenever [x) D [a,) D • • • n [an) in S, then [/(a,))

n---n[/(aj)ins2.

LEMMA 4.1. ,4 strong join partial homomorphism is join partial.

PROOF. Suppose/: S, -> S2 is strong join partial and ax V • • • Van exists in 5,.
Then [a, V • • • Van) = [a,) n • • • D [an) and so [/(fl, V • • • VoB)) D [/(«,))
n • • • n [/(an)). Since/is isotone,/(a, V • • • Van) >/ (a , ) for each / = 1,...,«,
whence [/(a, V • • • VflJ) = [/(a,)) n • • • n[/(a,,)), giving /(a, V • • • V o J =

LEMMA 4.2. Lef 5, fee a mildly distributive semilattice, S2 an arbitrary semilattice
and f: 5, -» 52 a join partial homomorphism. Then f is strong join partial.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1446788700025374 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1446788700025374


296 Robert Hickman

X2AU

X,AX3AU

Figure 1. The semilattice 5 and the join partial congruence $. To interpret this diagram,
first consider the lattice which has as elements all the large dots •, circles O and elements
inside the chains ||. (Here two parallel lines between two circles or dots indicate the infinite
chain Z of all integers. Some of the elements in these chains are shown by smaller dots.)
Remove from this lattice the seven circles, leaving the semilattice S. The congruence
classes of $ , other than singletons, are circles. So, for example, the congruence class of
x, V x2 is isomorphic to ( \ f XZ) © 1.

PROOF. Suppose [x) D [a,) n • • • n [ a j for some x, a,,...,an E S. Then x -
(x A a,) V • • • V(x A an) and so f(x) = (f(x) A/(a,)) V • • • V(/(x) A/(aJ),
whence [/(*)) = A /(a,)) n • • • n A / ( „ , ) ) D

A distributive lattice D is called a strong free distributive extension of a
semilattice 5 if

(i) There is a strong join partial embedding e: S -» D.
(ii) e(S) generates D as a lattice.
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Figure 2. S/$. Clearly [x,] V [x2] does not exist even though x, V x2 exists.

(iii) If D] is a distributive lattice and if / : S -» £>, is a strong join partial
homomorphism, then there exists a lattice homomorphism h: D -» Z), such that
/ = /i o e.

Clearly, a strong free distributive extension of a semilattice is unique up to
isomorphism (if it exists).

THEOREM 4.3. A semilattice has a strong free distributive extension if and only if it
is mildly distributive.

PROOF. If S has a strong free distributive extension D and [x) D [a,)
n • • • D [an) in S then [e(x)) D [£(a,)) D • • • n [e(an)) in Z> and so e(x) =
e(x A a,) V • • • Ve(x A a,) in Z>, which implies x = (x A a,) V • • • V(x A an) in
5 and 5 is mildly distributive.

If 5 is mildly distributive then W^(S) is its strong free distributive extension. It
is possible to prove this by direct computation. However, by Theorem 3.8,
a$f(S) = f"(S), the lattice of all finitely generated ideals of S, and each strong
join partial homomorphism from S is join partial, so a computational proof
would mimic the details of Theorem 1.3 from Cornish and Hickman [4], and so
we refer the reader to that paper.

Suppose S, and S2 are semilattices, 5, is weakly distributive and / : S, -» S2 is a
join partial homomorphism. Then the semilarttice congruence Ker / defined by
a = b (Ker/) if and only if /(a) = f{b) satisfies the following condition:

(i) If a, = bt (Ker/) for / = 1,... ,n and both a, V • • • Van and ft, V • • • Vftn
exist in 5, then a, V • • • Van = ft, V • • • Vftn (Ker/).

A semilattice congruence on S, which satisfies (i) will be called join partial.
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PROPOSITION 4.4. Let S be a weakly distributive semilattice and 0 a join partial
congruence on S. Then f: S -» 5 / 0 defined by f(a) = [a]6, the congruence class of
a under 0, is a join partial homomorphism.

This proposition may not seem surprising and it is not hard to prove; however
it is interesting to note that it is in general false if 5, is not weakly distributive.*
Indeed consider the semilattice given in Figure 1. The non-trivial congruence
classes of $ are circles. For i = 1,2 we have x,, = u A x,(<I>), so that [x, ], [x2] < [u]
in S/$ . Also [M] < [x, V x2] in S/Q so that [x,] V [x2] ¥= [x, V x2] in 5 / $ ; in
fact S/<l> is easily seen to be the semilattice given in Figure 2.

5. Finitely derivable mildly distributive semilattices

We recall a few definitions and results from Hickman [9]. An element x of a
semilattice S is called completely removable if

(i) x is join reducible, that is x = x, V • • • Vxn for some x, < x;
(ii) [x)/{x} is either empty or a non-principal filter.

PROPOSITION 5.1 (Hickman [9, Theorem 4.1]). Let S be a weakly distributive
semilattice and x a completely removable element of S. If H = 5\{x}, then H is a
weakly distributive subsemilattice of S. Furthermore

(i) // a, a,,... ,an £ H then a = a, V • • • Van in H if and only if a — a,
V - - - V S , in S,

(ii) the map r. ff(S) -* f"(H) defined by r(I) - I\{x} is a lattice isomor-
phism.

PROOF. The statement of (ii) is not mentioned explicitly in Hickman [9]. Rather
it is shown that g: <tf{H) - tf(S) defined by g((au... yan)

H
a) = (a,,... ,an)

s
a

is a lattice isomorphism. (Here (a, , . . .,an)" and (a, , . . . ,an) s
u denote the ideals

generated by {ax,...,an} in H and S, respectively.) However it is not hard to
check that r is g"1, and so is an isomorphism.

A weakly distributive semilattice S is called finitely derivable if there exists a
sequence of weakly distributive semilattices S0,...,Sr = S such that So is a
distributive lattice and for each i, St = 5,_[\{x,} for some completely removable
element x, in 5,_ ̂  The sequence So,...,Sr is called a deriving sequence for 5. It is

*The author would like to thank Dr. Brian Davey for pointing out this possibility.
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an easy consequence of Proposition 5.1 that ff(S) = So and S has r non-principal
finitely generated ideals, and these correspond to x,, . . . ,xr in So.

PROPOSITION 5.2 (Hickman [9, Proposition 4.2]). A weakly distributive semi-
lattice is finitely derivable if and only if it has a finite number of non-principal
finitely generated ideals. Furthermore, a finitely derivable weakly distributive semi-
lattice S has a deriving sequence S0,...,Sr such that ( x j is a lattice 5,_, for each

A deriving sequence of the type given in this proposition will be called a lower
deriving sequence. Many proofs will be given using induction on the number of
non-principal finitely generated ideals of S. This (partially ordered) set will be
denoted %(S) and its cardinality by | %(S) \.

Finitely derivable mildly distributive semilattices are easy to describe, the
reason being the simple description of finitely generated strong ideals. This is
exploited to give the following separation theorem.

THEOREM 5.3. A weakly distributive semilattice is mildly distributive if and only if
for each pair of distinct non-principal finitely generated ideals there exists a principal
ideal containing one but not the other.

PROOF. Suppose S is mildly distributive and (ax,...,an)w, {bx,...,bm)a are
non-principal finitely generated ideals with (ax,...,an)u <£{bx,...,bm)u. Then
for some /, a, £ (bx,... ,bm)u and so there exists x e [bx) n • • • n [bm) such that
at =£ x. Then {x ] is the required principal ideal.

Conversely, suppose S is weakly distributive and distinct non-principal finitely
generated ideals may be separated by a principal ideal. Let ( a , , . . . , a n ) u be a
non-principal finitely generated ideal and suppose [x) D [ax) n • • • D [an). If
x £ (ax,...,an)u then consider the ideal (x, ax,...,an)a. If it is non-principal
t h e n t h e r e e x i s t s y £ S s u c h t h a t ( a x , . . . , a n ) u C { y \ a n d ( x , a x , . . . , a n ) < £ ( y ] ,
so that x < y and [x) ^ [a{) H • • • D [an). On the other hand, if (x, ax,...,an)a

is principal then x V a, V • • • Van exists in S, and this implies that ax V • • • Van

exists in S since [x) D [ax) D • • • D [an). In both cases there is a contradiction,
and so x E (ax,...,an)u and S is mildly distributive.

COROLLARY 5.4. A weakly distributive semilattice with only one nonprincipal
finitely generated ideal is mildly distributive.

Once we reach two non-principal finitely generated ideals the result breaks
down. Indeed let So = (3 X 2) © Z~, where 3 and 2 are the three and two element
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'(0,0)

Figure 3. This semilattice is not mildly distributive since ((0, l),(l,0))w ¥= ((0, l),(l,0)>.
In this diagram the infinite chain is Z", the set of all negative integers.

chains respectively, and Z" is the chain of negative integers. Define 5, =
So\{(2,1)} andS2 = S,\{(1,1)}. Then |9l(S2)|= 2 and 52 is not mildly distribu-
tive—see Figure 3.

THEOREM 5.5. Let S be a finitely derivable mildly distributive semilattice and let
So,. ..,Srbe a deriving sequence for S. Then S, is mildly distributive for each i.

PROOF. By induction it suffices to show that Sr_, is mildly distributive, and by
definition, 1S = 5r_,\{x) where x is completely removable in 5r_,. Let
(a , , . . - , a n ) u and (b{,...,bm)a be distinct non-principal finitely generated ideals
in S,_, . If x £ {a},...,an,bl,...,bm} then {ax,...,an)l and (bu...,bm)s

a are

distinct non-principal finitely generated ideals in 5 and so there exists (y] in 5

which separates them. But then ( y ] separates ( a , , . . . , a n ) u and ( b,,..., bm > u in

Sr-X-

If x E {a,,... ,an, bu... ,bm}, then since x is completely removable there exists
a finite set C C Sr_, with x = V C and x $. C. Simply replace each occurrence
of x in the generating sets (a,, . . . ,an) and {bu.. .,bm} with C and proceed as in
the first case.

Unfortunately it is not possible to extend this result to distributive semilattices.
Let 50 be the distributive lattice ((2 X 2) © Z") X 2, S, = SO\{(1,1,1)} and
S2 — 5,\{(1,1,0)} (see Figure 4). Then S2 is a distributive semilattice since it is
isomorphic to

( ( (2X2) \{ (1 ,1 )} )©Z- )X2

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1446788700025374 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1446788700025374


[15] Mildly distributive semilattices

(-1.1)

(-1.0)
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'(0,0,0)

Figure 4. This semilattice is distributive since it is isomorphic to (((2 X 2)\{(1,1)}) ffi
Z") X 2. The infinite chains are both Z~.

and each component of the final product is an up directed distributive semilattice
(it is an easy matter to show that the product of two such semilattices is
distributive). However 5, is not distributive by the following theorem.

THEOREM 5.6. Let S be a weakly distributive semilattice with | %(S) \= 1. Then S
is distributive if and only if S is of the form H © L where H is a distributive
semilattice with the upper bound property, H is not a lattice, and L is a (possibly
empty) distributive lattice without a least element.

PROOF. Suppose S is distributive and let H = ( a , , . . . , a n ) w be the only
non-principal finitely generated ideal in S. Either ay V a2 exists in S or (a{, a2)a

= (al,...,ar)u, and so we may assume that H is two generated, that is
H = (ax,...,a2)a. If [a,] D \a2) = 0 then S = H since for all x e S, [x) D
[a,) fl [a2), and we have the desired result. So suppose [a,) D [a2) ¥= 0 . Then
S — (a,, a2)a U ([a2) n [a2)); for if not then there exists x e S with x €
( a , , a 2 ) U ( [ a i ) n [a2)). Since (a,, a2)u is the only non-principal finitely gener-
ated ideal, x V a , V a2 exists in S. Choose a prime ideal P with (a,, a2)u C P
and P n ([a,) n [a2)) = 0 . Clearly x <£ P. Since S is distributive, [x) V ([a,) n
[a2)) = { } A ( i : ^ j and a 3= a,, a2} = [x A a,) n [x A a2), and (x A a,) V
(x A a2) exists in 5 since x £ [a,) D [a2). Thus JC A a = (x A a,) V (x A a2) G
P for some a G [a,) D [a2), which contradicts the fact that P is prime. This
shows that S = (av a2)u U ([a,) n [a2)).
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To prove the converse it is only necessary to show that the class of distributive
semilattices is closed under ordinal sums, and this result is due to W. H. Cornish
(private communication).

6. The lattice of join partial congruence relations

The main purpose of Hickman [9] was to investigate the relationship between
the lattice of join partial congruences of a weakly distributive semilattice S
(denoted &"(5)) and the lattice of lattice congruences of f"(S) (denoted

). The principal result was

PROPOSITION 6.1. The restriction map p: 6(f"(S)) -> G"(S) defined by a =
b(p(T)) if and only if (a] = (b](T) is an isomorphism if and only if CU(S) is a
distributive lattice.

After this proposition, it is natural to question under what circumstances is
distributive, and below two results regarding this question are detailed.

PROPOSITION 6.2 (Hickman [9, Theorem 3.4]). Let S be a distributive semilattice.
Then GU(S) is distributive if and only if S has the upper bound property.

Let S be a semilattice, a, b E S with a < b. Then a is said to be strong below b
if a V y exists for all y < b. We say that a is connected to b with complexity 0 if
there exists a = z0 < z, < • • • < zr = b such that z,_, is strong below z, for
/ = \,...,r. For example in Figure 5, a is not strong below 1, since aV c does not
exist, but a is strong below b, b is strong below 1 and so a is connected to 1 with
complexity 0.

PROPOSITION 6.3 (Hickman [9, Theorem 3.8]). Let S be a weakly distributive
semilattice and suppose that a is connected to b with complexity 0 for all a, b E S
with a<b. Then CU(S) is distributive.

The condition given in this last proposition is obviously some way short of
being a characterization for congruence distributivity. For example the semilattice
in Figure 5 is congruence distributive, (as will be shown below) and yet c is not
connected to 1 with complexity 0. The aim of this and the next section is to
provide a condition which is a weakening connectivity with complexity 0, and
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Figure 5. This semilattice is isomorphic to ((2 © Z ) X 2)\{(1,1)}. It is connected but
not strongly connected.

which characterizes congruence distributivity for finitely derivable weakly distrib-
utive semilattice. The most important join partial congruences have been de-
scribed Katrinak, and Cornish and Hickman. Let S be a weakly distributive
semilattice, F a filter, / an ideal and a, b £ S with a < b.

PROPOSITION 6.4. (a) (Katrinak [12, page 167]). ¥(F) defined by x=y(^(F))
if and only if x A / = y A f for some f £ F is a join partial congruence which has F
as a congruence class.

(b) (Cornish and Hickman [4, Theorems 3.1, 3.2]). ©(/) defined by x = y(®(I))
if and only if (x, i)u — (y, i)u is the smallest join partial congruence which has I
as a congruence class, and T(a, b) defined by x=y(T(a,b)) if and only if
x A a = y A a and (x, b)a = (y, b)u is the smallest join partial congruence
identifying a and b.

The notion of projectivity for semilattices is an easy generalization of the well
known concept of projectivity in lattices: see for example R. P. Dilworth and P.
Crawley [5] or G. Gratzer [7]. The pair of elements {a, b) is called a quotient if
a < b, and in this case (a, b) is written b/a. The quotient d/c is a lower transpose
of b/a and b/a is an upper transpose of d/c, written b/a\d/c and d/c/* b/a
respectively if b = a V d and c = a A d. Two quotients b/a and d/c are called
projective, written b/a ~ d/c, if there exist quotients b/a = yo/xo,
y]/xu... ,yr/xr = d/c such that for each i = 1,... ,r, yt_, \ j , /x , or _y,_,/*,-_, />
yt/Xj. Standard calculations now produce

PROPOSITION 6.5. Let S be a weakly distributive semilattice and suppose b/a ~
d/c. Then T(a, b) = T(c, d). Conversely, ifT(a, b) = T(c, d) then b/a\b A d/a
A c/d/c.
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Let S be a weakly distributive semilattice, a, b G S with a < b. Inductively
define for d s* 1, a is connected b with complexity d if there exist in S, a — z0 < z,
< • • • < zr = 6, and x,, _y,- for / = 1,..., r with x, < _y,- such that z(/z( _, ~ .y,/x,
for each i = 1,... ,r and x, is connected to j>, with complexity d — 1.

We say that a is connected to 6 if a is connected to b with complexity rf for
some integer d, and the semilattice S is called connected if a is connected to b for
each quotient ft/a in S.

THEOREM 6.6. L f̂ S be a connected weakly distributive semilattice. Then QU(S) is
distributive.

PROOF. It suffices to show that for each quotient y/x, T(x, y) C T, V r2

implies T(x, y) = (T(x, y) D T,) V (T(x, y) D T2). The case when x is con-
nected to y with complexity 0 is done in Proposition 6.3 (it actually appeared in
the proof of the proposition rather than the statement). Assume inductively that x
is connected to y with complexity d — 1 and T(x, y) C F, V F2 implies T(x, y)
— (T(x, y) n F,) V (T(x, y) n F2), and suppose a is connected to b with com-
plexity d and T(a, b) C T, V T2. Then there exists a = zQ<zx< ••• <zr = b
and yi/xi such that zi/zi_x ~yi/xi and x, is connected to yi with complexity
a" — 1 for each / = 1 , . . . , r. Then

r(x,., yt) = r(z,_,, z,) c r(«, ft)cr,v r2

so that T(z,_,, z,) = (7Xr,-_,, z,) n T,) V (r(z,_,, z,) n T2) for each / = 1,... ,r.
Since T(a, b) = T(z0, z,) V • • • V F f v , , zr),

T(a, b) = v (nz,-,, z,) n r.) v (r(z,_,, z,) n r2)
i=\

C (T(a, b) D T,) V (T(a, b) D T2) C T(a, b),

completing the proof.

7. Congruence disrributiviry

The aim of this section is to prove that a congruence distributive finitely
derivable weakly distributive semilattice is connected. Let E be the largest
element in 6a(S).

LEMMA 7.1 (Hickman [9, Lemma 2.3]). Let S be a weakly distributive semilattice,
a,,... ,an G 5 and suppose (a,, . . . ,an) has an upper bound. Then 0((a , , . . . ,an)a)
V ¥([a,) D • • • PI [«„)) = E if and only if ax V • • • Van exists in S.
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Let / be a non-principal finitely generated ideal and p G 5. We say that /
shelters p if J C / for all non-principal finitely generated ideals / C (p ].

PROPOSITION 7.2. Let S be a finitely derivable weakly distributive semilattice. For
each maximal element I of 91 (S), if I ¥= 5 then there exists a p G 5 which is
sheltered by I. If S is mildly distributive, then for each / G 91(5), I ^ S there exists
a p G 5 which is sheltered by I.

PROOF. For each J E 91(5), J £ / , / + J is principal, since is maximal, and so
equals (pj] for some p} G 5. Choose p such that / C (p] and p < V{py.
J G 91(5), J <Z I}. This works provided / is not the largest member of 91(5). If /
is the largest non-principal finitely generated ideal, there exists, by our assump-
tion, x G 5 such that x & I. Then (x ] + I is principal and / shelters its generator.

If 5 is mildly distributive, then for each J <£ I there exists a pj in 5 with
I C(pj] and J <Z(pj]. The proof now proceeds as above.

PROPOSITION 7.3. Let S be a weakly distributive semilattice.
(i) / / / is a maximal element of%(S) and I ¥= S then I is prime.
(ii) IftJi(S) has a largest element (al,...,an)a and ( a , , . ..,an)u # 5, and

S = (a , , . . . , «„>„ U ([«„)), then Ga(S) is not distributive.

PROOF, (i) If a A b G / then / = / + ((a] n (b]) = (I + (a]) n ( / + (6]). If
neither a nor ft is in / , then we have expressed / as the intersection of two ideals,
both of which are principal by the maximality of / . This would imply that / is
principal, which is a contradiction.

(ii) Since < a , , . . . , a n ) w ^ 5 , [ax) n • • • n [an) * 0 as 5 = ( a , , . . .,an)o U
([a,) n • • • n [ a j ) . We show that * ( a , ) n • • • n ¥ ( a n ) - £([f l ,) n • • • n [a n ) )
where ¥ (a , ) abbreviates ^([a,)). Suppose JC A a,. = _y A ay for all / = 1,...,«. If
y G [a,) n • • • n [an) then y A a; = a, = x A a,, so x G [a,) D • • • n [an) and
x =>-(¥([«,) n • • • n [an))). Uy £ [a,) D • • • n [an) then>- G ( a , , . . . , a n ) u and
so y = (y A a,) V • • • V ( j A an) = (x A a,) V • • • V(x A an). Also, since y £
[ a , ) n ••• H[an), x $ [ a , ) n ••• n [a n ) , whence x G (ai,...,an)u and x = (x
A a,) V ••• V(JC /\an)=y. Once again, x=y ( ^ ( [a , ) n •• • D [an))). This
shows that ¥ ( a , ) D • • • n * ( a n ) C ^ ( [ a , ) n • • • n [an)) and the reverse inequal-
ity comes straight from the definition of ^ ( [a,) n • • • Pi [an)).

If G"(S) were distributive, we would have

J v •(«,)) n - n (Q((a, a.) J v
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It is easy to see that &((alt...,an)u) V ¥(a,) = E for each /, and hence
©«a, , . . . ,a n ) u ) V ¥([a,) D • • • n [an)) = E which implies by Lemma 7.1 that
a, V • • • Van exists in S, which is a contradiction. Thus G"(S) is not distributive.

The idea of the proof of the main theorem is to examine the congruences on
certain principal ideals. The next three lemmas prepare for this.

LEMMA 7.4. Let S be a weakly distributive semilattice. Then for each b G S the
restriction map p: Ga(S) -»6u((b]) defined by p($) = $ D (b]2 for each <P £
C"(5) is a lattice homomorphism ofQ"(S) onto eu((b]).

PROOF. Define $: ea((b]) -> 6U(S) by x = yW(T)) if and only if x A b = y A
b(T) in (6]. It is easy to check that ^(F) is a join partial congruence for each F in
G"((b]), and furthermore that $ C <KP($)) and p(^(F)) C F. Thus p is a
residuated mapping with residual \p. Since residuated mappings preserve all joins
—see for example T. S. Blyth and M. F. Janowitz [2, Theorem 5.2, page 37]—p is
a lattice homomorphism. Finally, if x, y e (b] then p(Ts(x, y)) = ^6](x, y) and
this is enough to show that p is onto.

The author would like to thank Dr. Brian Davey for providing this great
improvement on the original proof.

LEMMA 7.5. Let S be a weakly distributive semilattice and b E S. Then %((b]) =

LEMMA 7.6. Let S be a weakly distributive semilattice, a, b E. S with a < b. If a is
connected to b in some principal ideal then a is connected to b in S.

PROOF. Suppose a *£ b <s x and a is connected to b with complexity d in (x].
We show by induction on d that a is connected to b in S. The case d = 0 is
obvious. Suppose a is connected to b with complexity d'm{x]. Then there exist
a = z0 < z, < • • • < zr = b and ^,/x, in (x] such that z,/z,_, ~ yt/xt and x, is
connected to j>, with complexity </ — 1 in {x\. Then z!/zi_i ~yi/xi in 5 and ^ is
connected to x, in S, so a is connected to b in 5.

THEOREM 7.7. Let S be a finitely derivable weakly distributive semilattice and
suppose G"(S) is distributive. Then S is connected.

PROOF. The proof is by induction on |9 l (S) | . Assume that |9l(S') |< k and
6"(S') distributive implies 5 ' is connected and suppose | %(S) \- k and GU(S) is
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distributive. By Lemma 7.6 it suffices to show that each principal ideal of S is
connected, and so without loss of generality, assume that S has a largest element.
Also observe that if a E 5 and a is not contained within a maximal element of
9l(S) then a V x exists in S for all x E S.

Suppose a, b E S with a < 6. If a is not contained in a maximal non-principal
finitely generated ideal, then a is strong below b, so that a is connected to b.
Suppose a £ / where / is a maximal element of 91(5). If / g(Z> ] then | %((b ]) |< /t
by Lemma 7.5, and this would imply by the inductive hypothesis and Lemma 7.4
that a is connected to b in (b] and hence also in S. Thus assume I C (b]. By
Proposition 7.2 choose &p £ S which is sheltered by /. Then / also shelters b Ap
and b A p is strong below b. It remains to show that a is connected to b A p.
Since C""((Z> A;?]) is distributive there exists, by Proposition 7.3(ii), c £ {b Ap]
such that c £ / and / C (c]. Then aV c exists and is strong under b Ap. Finally,
a V c/a\c/a A c and a A c is connected to c in (c] since |9l((c])|< k and
consequently a is connected to a V c in 5.

It is interesting to note that the conclusion of this theorem is no longer true if S
is not finitely derivable. Example 4 of Hickman [9] is congruence distributive but
not connected.

8. Connected finitely derivable mildly distributive semilattices

The results of the last two sections have special significance for mildly
distributive semilattice, because, as we will show in this section, connected finitely
derivable mildly distributive semilattices can be constructed in a systematic way.

LEMMA 8.1. Let S be a weakly distributive semilattice and suppose a is connected
to b with complexity d. Then for all x E 5, a A x is connected to b Ax with
complexity d.

PROOF. The proof is by induction on d. To begin with, suppose a is strong
below b. Then for all y «s b A x, (a A x) V y = x A (a V y), which exists since a
is strong below b. Hence a A x is strong below b A x. If a is connected to b with
complexity 0, then there exist a = z o < z , < - - - < z r = fe such that z,_, is strong
under z, for each / = 1,... ,r. Then

and so a A x is connected to b A x with complexity 0.
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If a is connected to b with complexity d then there exist a = z0 < z, *s • • • «s zr

= b and j , / x , such that z,/z,-i ~.V,/*, and x, is connected to j>, with complexity
d — 1. It remains to show that z, A x/z,_, A x ~ ylA x,, A x and this is done by
showing that T{z{_x A x, z, A x) = T(xi A x, >>, A x). Indeed (x, A x) A (z,_,
A x) = (j>, A x) A (z._Ax) since x, A z(_, = yi A z,_,. Also (x, A x, z,. A x>u

= (x] n <x,., z ,)u = (x] n <>>,., z,>u = <>, A x, z,- A x>u and so T(x, A x, >>,. A
x) C T(zi_i Ax, z, Ax). Since the reverse inequality is obtained similarly, the
proof is complete.

LEMMA 8.2. Let S be a weakly distributive semilattice and suppose a is connected
to b with complexity d. Then there exist a = z0 < z, «s • • • < zr = b and t>,/w, for
i = \,...,r such that zjz^^vju^ for i = \,...,r and w, is connected to o, with
complexity d — 1.

PROOF. Since a is connected to b with complexity d, there exist a = z0 < z, «£
• • • < zr = fe and ^ / X J such that zj/zi_x ~yi/xi and x, is connected to yi with
complexity rf— 1. By Proposition 6.5, this implies zi/zi_l\zl Ayj/zj_l Ax,.
Since z,_, = z,.(r(x,, >>,.)), z,_, A xt = zt A x,., so that z,/z,_, \ z , Ay,/z; A x,
and now the result follows from the previous lemma by setting u, = z, A yt and
ui = z,- A Xi.

THEOREM 8.3. Let S be a connected finitely derivable mildly distributive semi-
lattice with deriving sequence 5 0 , . . . ,Sr. Then 5, is connected for each i = 1,. . . ,r.

PROOF. By induction, it suffices to show that 5r_, is connected, and by
definition, 5 = 5r_,\{x} where x is completely removable in Sr_,. Suppose
a, b e 5r_, and a < b.

Case 1. a, b ¥= x. We show by induction on d that a connected to b with
complexity d in S implies a is connected to b in Sr_,, but first it is necessary to do
it when a is strong below b in S. Note that a V y exists in 5r_, for all y < b,
y =/= x. Since r is completely removable in 5r_,, x = c, V • •• Vcn for some c, < x.
If (a, c,,... ,cn)a is principal in S then a V x exists in Sr_, and a is strong below
b. So suppose (c , , . . . , c n ) u C (b] and (a, c1(. . . ,c n ) w is non-principal in S.
Choose/?' e S which is sheltered by (c,,..., cn)u, and this gives rise to ip — p' A b
which is also sheltered by (cu...,cn)a. Since a is strong below fo in 5, a Vp
exists and clearly a V /?/a \p/a A /?. We claim that a A /? is strong below /? in
5r^ 1 and consequently a is connected to a V /; in 5r_,. Indeed if _y < ^ and j ^ x
then a V y exists in Sr__, and hence so does (a A p) V y = (a V y) A p. H y = x
then (x] C (a, y)e Q(p] and so a V y exists in 5r_, and hence so does
(a A p) \/ y. The next step is to show that p is connected to b in Sr_,. This is
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done by induction on |9l((6])\9l((/>])|, or to be more precise, we show by
induction on |9l((6])\9t((?])| that for all q and b, x<q<b implies q is
connected to b in Sr_,. If \%((b])\%((q])\= 0 then q is strong below b in 5,_,.
Suppose |9l((6])|\9l((<7])|= k. If q is not strong below b then there exists
y EL Sr_x withy =e b such that q V y does not exist in Sr_,. Consequently, (q, y)u

is non-principal in 5, and without loss of generality, we may assume that (q, y)a

is a minmal such ideal. That is, if (q] C (q, y')o C (q, y)u then (q, y')u is
principal. Since S is mildly distributive there is c e 5 which is sheltered by
(q, y)a, and without loss of generality, c < b. Since S"((c]) is distributive, there
exists

e&(c]\((q,y)aU([q)n[y))).

Uq<e then |9l((e])\9l((g])|< A: and |9l((ft])\9l((e])|< A:, implying that ? is
connected to e in 5r_,, e is connected to b in Sr_, and hence <jr is connected to b in
5r_,. If ^ ̂  e then # V e exists in 5 and if (q, y)u %.{q V e] then repeat the last
calculation with e replaced by <jr V e. If (q, y)u C(qVe] then q V e/q\e/q A
e. We claim that q A e is strong in e. Indeed, if z < e then g V z exists in 5r_,
(since (q, y)u has minimal) and hence (q A e)V z = (qV z) A e exists in Sr_,.
Thus, g A e is connected to e in S,_I( # is connected to q V e in 5r^, and also
19l((6])\9l((<7 V e ]) |< A: so q V e is connected to b in 5r_,. Thus q is connected
to Z> in 5r_,, which completes this stage of the proof of case 1. The remainder of
case 1 is now quite easy. If a is connected to b with complexity 0 in S then there
exist a = z0 < z, < • • • < z m = Z>inS with z;_, strong in z,. By the first stage
zt_, is connected to z, in Sr_, for each / and so a is connected to b in S^, . If a is
connected to b with complexity rf in 5, then there exist a — z0 < • • • < zm = b
and >>,/x, in 5 such that zjz^, \J , /JCJ and x, is connected to yt with complexity
rf — 1. By induction this implies x, is connected to yt in 5r_, and so a is connected
lob.

Case 2. a = x. Choose p G S, p < Z> such that /; shelters (c,,. ..,cn)u in 5.
Then a is strong below /? in Sr_, and /? is connected to b by case 1.

Case 3. b = x. We show by induction on 19l((6])\((>']) \y < b — x implies y is
connected to b in Sr_,. If |9L((6])\9l((^])|= 0 then_y is strong below b. Suppose
|9l((6])\9l((>'])|= k. Uy is not strong below b then there exists z =£ b such that
y V z does not exist in 5r_,. Hence there exists <? < b such that ( j , z)u Q(q].
Then _y is connected to ^by case 1 and q is connected to fesince 1

We are now in a position to describe how to form congruence distributive
mildly distributive semilattices.
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THEOREM 8.4. Let H be a connected finitely derivable mildly distributive, semi-
lattice, x a completely removable element in H and suppose (x ] is a lattice and
S — H\{x} is mildly distributive. Then S is congruence distributive if and only if,
whenever p is sheltered by (cu...,cn)u in S, where x = c, V • • • Vcn in H, then
(p ] is mildly distributive but not distributive.

PROOF. If (/?] is distributive, then Q"((p]) is not distributive since (p] is not a
lattice, and consequently QU(S) is not distributive. Suppose (p] is mildly distrib-
utive but not distributive. We show that (/?] is connected. Indeed suppose
a < b < p and a is not strong below b. Then there exists y < b such that a V y
does not exist. Since |9l((/>])|= 1 and (p] is not distributive there exists e </>
with e £ (a, y)u U ([a) n [y)), and clearly a V e exists in (/>]. Then a V e / a \
e/a A e and a A e is strong below e, and a V e is strong below p, so that a is
connected top. By Lemma 8.1, this implies a is connected to b.

Now suppose a ^ b and ft =£ x in # . If ft £ x then (6 ] is S equals (ft] in 7/, and
so is congruence distributive and connected in 5. So assume b > x and first
consider the case when a > x. Then, using the same argument detailed in the last
theorem, it can be shown that a is connected to b. Finally, suppose a ^ x. Then,
for some d, a is connected to b with complexity d in H. We show by induction on
d, that a is connected to b in 5. If a is connected to b with complexity 0 in H, then
there exist a = z0 < z, < • • • < zr = b such that z,_, is strong below z,. Lety be
the smallest integer such that Zj > x, whence z;_, ^ x. If z •_, = x then choose
p E S such thatp is sheltered by (c , , . . . , c n ) u and/? < zy. Then a is connected to
/? and p is connected to 6, so a is connected to b. If zy_, ^ x then a is connected
to zy_, in S and z, is connected to b in S by the previous cases. If zy_, is strong
below Zj in S then we are finished, so suppose zy_, V y does not exist in S.
Clearly (zj_v y)e = (c, , . . . ,cn>u since zy-_, is strong below zy in //. Choose
/? E S which is sheltered by (z^_,, y}u and which is below Zj. Then zy_, is
connected to p, p is connected to Zj, whence Zj_, is connected to Zj.

Suppose a is connected to b with complexity d in H. Then there exist
a = z0 ^ • • • < zr = & and yt/xt in / / such that zjz^, \ j , / x , and x, is connected
to >», with complexity d — 1 in H. Again choose the smallest j such that zy > x. If
Zj_l = x, then a is connected to Zj as above, so suppose z7_, ^ x. If j , , JC7- ^ x
then zy_, is connected to z, in S by the inductive hypothesis. Since x is meet
irreducible we cannot have x, = x, so suppose yj = x, and choose p ^ z, which is
sheltered by (c , , . . . , c n ) u in S. Since (/?] is not distributive there exists e€( />]
such that e £ <c,,. ..,cn)u and <c,,...,cn>tt £(e] , and l e t /= e V c, V • • • Vcn.
Then if z7-_, A / e (c , , . . . , c n ) u in S, then zy_, A / = x, in H so that zj/zj_l\
f/Xj and / is connected to x, by the first part of the proof. If z,_, A / g
(c,,...,cn> u then z^_, A/ is strong below/and zj/zj_, \ / / z y _ , A / , Thus z7_, is
connected to z; in S and the proof is complete.
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COROLLARY 8.5. Let S be a finitely derivable mildly distributive semilattice and
let S0,...,Sr be a lower deriving sequence for S with S, = 5,_, \{x,}. Then S is
congruence distributive if and only if, for each i, if x,•. = c, V • • • Vcn in 5'l-_],
Cj < Xj and p shelters ( c , , . . . , c n ) u in St, then (/?] is mildly distributive but not
distributive.

COROLLARY 8.6. Let S be a finitely derivable mildly distributive semilattice. Then
S is congruence distributive if and only if whenever I is a non-principal finitely
generated ideal and p is sheltered by I, then there exists b *£ p such that b & I and

9. Congruences on principal filters

Lemma 7.4 showed that restriction map p: Ga(S) -» S"((a]) is a lattice
homomorphism for any weakly distributive semilattice S and any a £ S. For
example consider the semilattice S in Figure 5. Clearly 0((a]) A ¥ ( [a)) = £ , the
largest congruence on S. However, if </>: S"(5) -> C"([c)) is the restriction map
then <J>(0((a])) V <j>(^([a))) ^ <>(£). This section looks at necessary conditions
and sufficient conditions for the restriction maps <f>a: 6 "(5) -> (^"([a)) to be
surjective lattice homomorphisms. The investigation could be carried out by using
the description of the join in G"(S) given in Cornish and Hickman [4]; the proofs
are then rather technical and provide little insight into the material. The path
chosen, while no shorter, hopefully gives a better unerstanding of the matter.

A weakly distributive semilattice S is said to have full congruence restriction if
for each a £ S, the restriction map <j>a: GU(S) -» &a([a)) is a surjective lattice
homomorphism.

PROPOSITION 9.1. 4̂ weakly distributive semilattice S has full congruence restric-
tion if and only if(b] has full congruence restriction for each b £ S.

PROOF. Consider the diagram

(3U(S) - <:

in which a < b are arbitrary elements of S and p, a, <f> and 0 are the restriction
maps. Clearly o ° p = ® ° <j> and p and 0 are surjective homomorphisms by
Lemma 7.4. If S has full congruence restriction then <j> is a surjective lattice
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homomorphism, showing that a ° p is a surjective homomorphism and hence so is
a.

Suppose (b] has full congruence restriction for each b G S, and suppose a 6 S.
Then <j>: (2"(5) -» C"([a)), being the restriction map, preserved intersections.
Suppose r,, T2 e S and x = y(^(Tx V r2)) for somej> > x > a. Write b for y and
examine the diagram. Clearly

x=y(o(p(T,VT2)))

and since both a and p are lattice homomorphisms, this implies x = y(a(p(Tl)) V
o(p(F2))). But a ° p = & ° <j> and 0 is a lattice homomorphism. Hence

which implies x = y((j>(F,) V <>(r2)) and <j> is a lattice homomorphism. To see
that </> is onto first observe that for y > x > a, p(Ts(x, j')) = T[a j(x, y) and that
p preserves arbitrary joins by compactness.

A semilattice is called strongly connected if for all a, b with a < b, a is
connected to b with complexity 0.

LEMMA 9.2. 7/5 is a strongly connected semilattice then [a) is strongly connected
for each a E S.

THEOREM 9.3. A strongly connected weakly distributive semilattice has full
congruence restriction.

PROOF. By Proposition 9.1 we may assume that our semilattice S has a largest
element b, and suppose a G S. Since 5 is strongly connected, there exist a — z0 =£
z, «s • • • < zr - b in S with z,_, strong below z,. The first stage of the proof is to
show that the restriction map p: S"((zJ) -> (3w([z,_,) D (z,]) is a surjective
homomorphism. By Theorem 6.6 and Lemma 9.2, both S"((z,]) and Cw([z,_i) n
(z, ]) are distributive and so, by Proposition 6.1, the restriction maps

and

are both lattice isomorphisms. Now consider the map

X: 2-/U*,-,) n(z,]) -» L = {/ G $;((*,.]): (z,_,] C
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defined by x««i>-••>««>«) = (fli>--->fln>u
 i n (*,-]• Clearly x is a well defined

injective homomorphism. If ( £ , , . . . , 6 m ) E L then z,_, £ (bt,.. .,bm) u so that
<6i , . . . ,&„>„= <^i Vz,-_, 6n Vz,._,>u and consequently x is surjective.
Since x is an isomorphism it induces an isomorphism TT: C(Jy'([z/_,) D (z,])) -»
C(L), and furthermore the restriction map TJ: G ( ^ ( ( Z , ] ) ) -> C(L) is a surjective
homomorphism. This we have the following diagram.

X"' T

It is straightforward to check that this diagram commutes, and that consequently
p is a surjective homomorphism.

We proceed by induction to show that the restriction map ^: C"((z,])->
Q"([a) n (zj) is a surjective homomorphism. As in the proof of Proposition 9.1,
it suffices to show that ipt is a homomorphism, and the proof so far has shown
that *,._,: eu((2,_,]) - eu([a) n (*,._,]) and p: eu((z,]) -> eu([z,_,) n (z,]) are
surjective homomorphisms, as is v: &u((zt])-* Qa((zi_l]). Observe that x =

if a n d on ly if * A ^ - i = ^ A ^ - i ( ^ , - i ( K r ) ) ) and x V z r , E r V
Consequently if x = y(4>i(Tl V T2)) then x V z,_, =y A

-MTJ) V ^_,(Kr2))) and x V z,_, = ^ V ̂ ..(pCr,) V p(r2)). Finally
r,)) v ^_,(Kr2» c ^.(r,) v *,(r2) and P(r,) v P(r2) c ^(r,) v
and hence x =y(U^i) v

Our aim is to prove the converse of this theorem under the additional
assumption that 5 is finitely derivable.

LEMMA 9.4. Let S be a finitely derivable weakly distributive semilattice with full
congruence restriction. Suppose x, y, a e S are such that x, y < a and x V y does
not exist in S. Then there exists z E S with x < z < a and z ^ y such that

PROOF. Since 5 has full congruence restriction so does (a] for each a E S. Let
x, y, a be as in the statement of the lemma and work within (a ].

Let/ — {b E (a]: b > x and {b, y)a = (x, y)u}. Clearly / is an ideal in [x).
We claim that [x)\J =£ [x) n [y). For if this were not the case then J would be a
prime ideal in [x) and the partition T = {/, [x ) \ /} would be a join partial
congruence on [x). Now consider 0((j']), ¥([y)) and the restriction map p:
C"((a]) - C"([x) D (a]). Then, p(9((^]) V ¥([,))) = p(£) = £ [ x ) . Also 6 =

if and only if b E / , and os / is a congruence class of p(6((.y])),
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where p(Q((y])) C T. Since [y) is a congruence class of ¥([y)), [x)\J = [x) n
[y) is a congruence class of p(^([7))) and hence p(¥([y))) C I\ This shows that

which contradicts the assumption that p is a lattice homomorphism. Thus our
claim that [x) (1 [y)¥= [x)\J has been verified. Since [x) n [>0 C [ x ) \ / there
exists z in (a] such that z > x, z &J and z ^ y, which is the desired result.

THEOREM 9.5. Let S be a fintely derivable weakly distributive semilattice with full
congruence restriction. Then S is strongly connected.

PROOF. Let x < b be arbitrary elements of S. We have to show that x is
connected to b with complexity 0. If x V y exists for all y <. b then there is
nothing to prove, so suppose the contrary. Let P be the partially ordered set of all
non-principal ideals of the form (x, y)u wherey varies over (b]. By assumption
P is finite and has a finite number of minimal elements, any (x, y0)„,... ,(x, yn)u

(all distinct). Set a — b, y = y0 and choose z0 such that z0 ^ y, zo> x and
<zo> >b>u ^ (•*> yo)w a s i n t h e lemma. If (x, y,)u C (z0] for some /, then set
a = z0, y = yt and choose z, as in the lemma. Continue this process until
(x, yt)u <Z(zk] for each / = \,...,n. Set x, = zA. Then x < x, and x V y exists
for all j < x,. Repeat the whole process with x, instead of x, and hence find an
x, > x, such that x, V j exists in S for all >> < x2. Continuing, we get a sequence
x = x o < x , < x 2 < ••• <b such that X;_, is strong below x,. It remains to show
that this sequence terminates. Consider the following set of non-principal finitely
generated ideals,

where;'' is the finaly used in the construction of x,+1. We claim that (x,, y')u¥
(x,+ 1, y'+[)u for each /. Otherwise we would have, for some /, x,+, G (x,, y')
and so (x,+1, y')u — (x/( y')u, a contradiction. This also shows that xy £
(x(, y')u for eachy > i and so, for each i,j with 1 =£j,

Since S is fintely derivable, X is finite and so x = x0 < x, < x2 < • • • < b is a
sequence which connects x to b with complexity 0.

COROLLARY 9.6. A finitely derivable weakly distributive semilattice with full
congruence restriction is congruence distributive. Consequently a finitely derivable
distributive semilattice with full congruence restriction has the upper bound property.
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The final part of this corollary is actually true without the assumption of finite
derivability.
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