
A s s o c i a t i o n  N e w s

822   PS • October 2012

Marguerite Ross Barnett Fund supports research on issues 
of diversity, cultural nationalism, African-American voting 
behavior, educational policy, and urban and minority politics 
for resident or non-resident scholars.

Rita Mae Kelly Fund supports research on the intersection 
of gender, race, ethnicity, and political power.

Paul Volcker Endowment provides support in research and 
theory building on public administration issues affecting gov-
ernance in the U.S. and abroad for resident or non-resident 
scholars.

Huang Hsing Foundation Chun-tu Hsueh Fellowship for 
International Scholars provides supplemental support for 
Centennial Center residencies by international scholars, espe-
cially those from the People’s Republic of China.

In 2011, the Centennial Center hosted 22 political scientists of 
whom five provided their own external funding, and three were 
nonresident. The draw on individual endowments was uneven. 
The Warren E. Miller Fellowship in Electoral Politics that pro-
vides supplemental support for research in national and com-
parative electoral politics at the center was the most popular, 
followed by the Rita Mae Kelly Fund that supports research on 
the intersection of gender, race, ethnicity, and political power, 
and the Special Fund for the Study of Women and Politics.

Funds are used in several ways. Two recent examples follow. n 

News from the Centennial  
Center

As a result of generous contributions by Association 
members and friends to the Centennial Campaign, 
APSA created nine endowments to support a diverse 

range of grant programs to encourage individual research and 
writing in all fields of political science and to facilitate collabo-
ration among scholars working within the discipline and across 
the social and behavioral sciences and humanities. More details 
on the Centennial Center, these endowments, and application 
requirements visit center@apsanet.org. 

Fund for Latino Scholarship provides support to individuals 
or programs that promote the recruitment, retention, and pro-
motion of Latino and Latina political scientists.

Warren E. Miller Fellowship in Electoral Politics provides 
supplemental support for research residencies in national and 
comparative electoral politics at the Centennial Center.

Special Fund for the Study of Women and Politics provides 
supplemental support for the study of women and politics to 
both resident and non-resident scholars.

The Presidency Research Fund provides supplemental sup-
port for the examination of the presidency for both resident and 
non-resident scholars.
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PROFILES

Shannon Drysdale Walsh

In 2011 Shannon Drysdale Walsh received a nonresiden-
tial grant from the Special Fund to conduct interviews for 
her doctoral dissertation at the University of Notre Dame, 

“Engendering State Institutions: State Response to Violence 
against Women in Latin America.” From May 3 through June 
6, she conducted field research in Guatemala, Nicaragua, and 
Costa Rica and conducted in-depth interviews with more than 
20 individuals working in civil society, the state, and interna-
tional organizations. The grant she received was timely and 
allowed her to integrate the research into her dissertation that 
she successfully defended in July 2011. She is now a tenure track 
assistant professor at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.

As Walsh wrote in her dissertation, “all Central American 
states have constructed some specialized police units that 
address violence against women. However, the lives of victims 
(often literally) depend upon how these institutions function. 
In Latin America, policing practices have traditionally under-
mined, rather than strengthened, women’s rights.” Her research 
challenges were daunting as police, shelters, and crisis centers 
do not share lists of victims to interview. Some reports are 
written by nongovernmental organizations pointing to prob-
lems within the police. However, no internal or external audits 

compare parallel aspects of police performance in the countries 
under study. Further, no statistics are collected on police ser-
vices other than tracking how many and the types of cases that 
have been reported to the police. 
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She recently submitted a book proposal based on her dis-
sertation to several university presses. She received Grant In 
Aid funding from the university to expand on her survey and 
increase the sample size to be included in the book manuscript. 
She was also awarded a residential fellowship at the Institute 
for Advanced Study at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities 
for the fall of 2012 to revise the manuscript. n

To measure police practices in the three Central American 
countries, she performed a survey of experts asking them to 
assess certain relevant aspects of police performance. She  
also attended several conferences where police performance  
was discussed during individual presentations and on a more 
casual basis. She also conducted open-ended interviews with  
several individuals who work within the police, work closely  
with the police, or had extensive experience working with  
victims. 

Kerry Crawford

A supplemental nonresidential 
grant from the Rita Mae Kelly 
Endowment Fellowship was 

made in 2012 to Kerry Crawford, a 
George Washington University politi-
cal science doctoral candidate. The core 
of her dissertation was the question 
“Why do some cases of sexual preda-
tion in armed conflict evoke strong 
responses from international actors 
while other instances do not?” She used 
an eclectic mix of disciplinary approaches including archival 
research including official reports, texts, and communiqués; 
interviews, and quantitative analysis to study the international 
response to armed conflicts involving sexual predation from the 
start of the Cold War until the present. She argued that despite 
nongovernmental and international organizations’ success in 

constructing a form condemning wartime sexual predation at 
the end of the twentieth century, persistent variation in state 
responses to wartime sexual predation in the last decade signals 
a gap between the international norm and national policies and 
practices.

Ms. Crawford used the Centennial Center grant to facilitate 
travel to New York City to conduct interviews with person-
nel working in the nongovernmental and intergovernmental 
organizations discussed in her dissertation. She had collected 
most of the documents needed from the United Nations Official 
Document System online prior to her travels. She was able 
to meet with UN personnel and a member of the nongovern-
mental organization community working on the legal issues 
surrounding sexual violence in war. She plans to spend the 
summer completing interviews in Washington, DC, and a final 
collection of documents from the Library of Congress and the 
National Archives. n
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