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On the Cover. Photo taken by Florian Bieber: “Window of a building in downtown Beirut,  
damaged during the Lebanese Civil War (1975–1990). While most of central Beirut was 
reconstructed by the company Solidere, owned by former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Al-Hariri, 
these scars were still visible two decades after the end of the war. I visited Lebanon multiple times 
between 1996 and 2010, being in particular interested in understanding the dynamics of the  
post-war settlement, especially considering its parallels to Bosnia and Herzegovina. This picture 
reflects the enduring visibility of war-time damage, both physically and socially, as well as the 
beauty of pre-war Beirut, which was not just destroyed during the war, but afterwards, by a building 
boom that paid little attention to urban structure and architectural heritage. Photo taken in 
downtown Beirut, September, 2010.”
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