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loss are also presented there. Perhaps the most interesting 
general result is that the subsequent stellar evolution is 
very sensitive to the mass loss rate; factor of two differen
ces either have little or no effect, or peel a star down to 
a helium core. Unfortunately, the actual mass loss rates 
for most stars are not known that accurately. 

The final session is concerned with the descendants of 
the O-type stars, the WR objects, both from an observational 
aspect and from a theoretical one. A major problem, never 
really addressed during the Symposium, is the question of 
why these stars have mass loss rates appreciably larger than 
the most luminous 0 types; it does not appear possible that 
this is only due to radiation pressure. 
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Generally speaking, P.S. Conti was responsible for the 
preparation of the first half of the Proceedings and C. de 
Loore for the second part. In JILA, we were ably assisted 
in the preparation of the discussion sessions from the tapes 
by Ms. Krog and Ms. Briggs; the camera ready copy of the dis
cussion, and some editorial work on several contributions 
was typed by Ns. Romey and ably organized by Us. Volsky. 
At the Astrophysica1 Institute of the Vrije Universiteit at 
Brussels the discussion sessions from the sheets and the 
tapes was prepared and typed by Ms. Nichiels. We would like 
to thank Dr. Werner Zits for assistance in interpreting parts 
of the General Discussion following Session 4 and David Van 
Blerkom for contributing the limericks. 

The presence of participants from a number of institu
tions and countries was greatly aided by financial assistance 
from the International Astronomical Union and from the Natio
nal Research Council of Canada. The Scientific Organizing 
Committee is greatly indebted to Drs. Cowley and Hutchings 
for the local arrangements of the meeting which was in most 
pleasant surroundings. The Symposium took place at the 
Qualicum College Inn, a rustic resort overlooking the beach 
and the Georgia Straits from Vancouver Island. The weather 
was invariably pleasant, greatly facilitating the outdoor 
interactions possible in a clement location. The night be
fore the Symposium began it was noticed by all astronomers 
that a "close encounter" between Mars and Saturn was occur
ring in the sky. The Symposium Astrologer, Dr. Tony Hearn, 
was able to interpret this event as fortelling a few days of 
"war", followed by a peaceful ending and reconciliation. 
From the discussion sessions it may be observed how well this 
prediction was borne out. 

The Editors 
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