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From this date until his retirement in 1887 he directed the affairs of both insti
tutions, and many and great were the changes he had been an eye-wit ness to during
his long tenure of office.

When he originally undertook the management of the old Asylum at Forston,
the " staples and chains " of by-gone days were in several rooms, though he was
assured they had not been used for many years.

From his earliest asylum days he was a strong advocate of non-restraint, though
not to the degree he was enabled to witness in the happy years of his retirement.
Asan administrator he had few equals, and those who knew him best will ever bear
witness to his singularly clear judgment and well-balanced mind. Above every
thing he was punctual and methodical in all his ways and habitsâ€”qualities which
cannot be shorn from the successful administrator.

His fine commanding presence, his massive head, his soft silken hair showing
far below his well-known broad-brimmed hat, made him a very conspicuous figure ;
and when to all this is added an individuality of wonderful sympathy and tender
ness, it is easy to understand the great hold he acquired over those who camÃ§
under his sway. It was during his years of greatest activity that the late Lord
Shaftesbury offered him a Commissionership in Lunacy, which on private grounds
he felt himself unable to accept.

When in 1886 he intimated his desire to be relieved from the arduous labours of
his office, the Committee of Visitors awarded him the fullest pension it was in their
power to grant, but through an unworthy opposition this was not adopted by the
Court of Quarter Sessions, and he had the humiliation of having his thirty-two
years of ceaseless toil and devoted services rewarded by a pension altogether
unworthy of his claims.

Mr. Symes was one of the few remaining links between the past and the present
in our own special branch of the profession. He was the intimate friend of the
late Dr. Sherlock of Worcester, Dr. McCulloch of Abergavenny, Sir John Buck-
nill, and Dr. Thurnam, of Devizes. He lived to see the original home of his
asylum labours torn asunder and every brick removed, also to see the bare chalk
down on which he spent so much personal labour grow into a huge estate of 400
acres with a large modern asylum surrounded with avenues, trees, and shrubberies
of great beauty and perfection.

He was retiring almost to a fault, which prevented him from being better known,
either amongst his profession or the general community. Two bereavements, one
in 1863 and the other in 1891, greatly affected him. The former was the loss of
his first wife, for whom no words could describe his love and attachment, and the
other was the death of his second son, when an Assistant Medical Officer at Rainhill
Asylum.

He leaves a widow and four children to mourn his loss, and never were children
the poorer for the loss of a parent, for he was indeed the most loving and
affectionate of fathers.

NOTICES BY THE REGISTRAR.

CERTIFICATEOF PROFICIENCYIN MENTALNURSING.

The next examination will be held on Monday the 6th day of May, 1901, and
candidates are earnestly requested to send in their schedules, duly filled up, to
the Registrar of the Association, not later than Monday the 8th day of April,
1901, as that is the last day upon which, according to the rules, applications
for examination can be received.

CERTIFICATEIN PSYCHOLOGICALMEDICINE.

The next examination will be held in July, 1901.
The examination for the Gaskell Prize will take place at Bethlem Hospital in

the same month, and the Examiners are authorised to award a second prize in
this competition, should one of the candidates attain such a standard as would
justify them in doing so.

https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.47.197.438 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1192/bjp.47.197.438



