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"An instant classic of military history."—CHALMERS JOHNSON 

Nomonhan 
Japan Against Russia, 1939 

Alvin D. Coox. This monumental two-volume work is the first in 
any language to describe fully the fierce undeclared war fought by 
Japan and the Soviet Union on the Manchurian border in 1939. Both 
sides committed tens of thousands of troops and hundreds of tanks 
and airplanes. As an opportunity to test new kinds of military 
armaments and strategies, this little-known war was the Spanish 
Civil War of East Asia. In the end, the Soviet army under General 
(later Marshal) Zhukov won a decisive victory, and the repercussions 
were enormous: Japan turned its attention toward easier targets in 
Southeast Asia and the Pacific, inevitably leading to Pearl Harbor, 
and Russia never again had to face a serious threat of war on two 
fronts. Based on 30 years of research and hundreds of interviews, 
this work also provides the Japanese background to the war and a 
complete history of the Kwantung Army. Illustrated with 88 photo
graphs, 8 maps, and endpaper maps. The set, $95.00 

The Jews of Odessa 
A Cultural History, 1794-1881 

Steven J. Zipperstein. Founded in 1794 as a frontier city on the Black 
Sea, Odessa soon became one of Russia's busiest seaports and its 
Jewish community grew into one of the largest, wealthiest, and 
most culturally fertile in Europe. This first history of Jewish Odessa 
in any language traces the rise of Odessa's Jewish community from 
the earliest days to the pogroms of 1881 that erupted after the 
assassination of Alexander II. The author emphasizes the accultura
tion of the Jewish community, describing changes in behavior, atti
tude, and ideology as reflected in its schools, synagogues, newspa
pers, and other-institutions. During the period covered, patterns 
were set that continued to affect the community's cultural develop
ment well into the second decade of the 20th century. This study 
leads to a better understanding of the great diversity of the Russian 
Jewish experience. $27.50 
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